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FOREWORD 


In  offering  to  the  public  this  Pictorial  and  Industrial  Review  of 
Ridgely,  The  Caroline  Sun  indulges  the  hope  that  it  may  prove 
useful  and  valuable  as  a record  of  the  community,  and  in  carrying  to 
distant  points  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  this  section 
and  of  the  process  of  development  that  has  already  achieved  such  no- 
table results,  and  promises  to  achieve  more  in  the  immediate  future. 

This  volume  is  the  outcome  of  an  intention  held  for  .some  time  in 
this  office,  but  the  fulfillment  of  which  has  heen  postponed  until  now. 

It  represents,  we  may  modestly  say,  much  labor  and  application,  and 
a spirit  of  enterprise  and  accomplishment  that  is  rarely  to  be  found  in 
towns  the  size  of  Ridgely;  nor  does  the  average  country  printing  plant 
possess  the  mechanical  equipment  ail  the  skilled  workmanship  to- 
undertake  the  production  of  a book  of  this  character.  The  composi- 
tion was  all  done  in  The  Caroline  Sun  office,  and  the  presswork — [ 

delicate  to  a degree  because  of  the  copious  illustrations — is  the  product 
of  the  modern  job  presses  of  our  office. 

To  the  sympathy  and  scholarship  and  aptitude  for  research  of 
Miss  Emma  Grant  Saulsbury  we  are  indebted  for  the  illuminating  his- 
tory of  the  community  which  occupies  the  first  part  of  the  book. 
Miss  Saulsbury’ s story  of  the  founding  of  the  town  and  its  successive 
stages  of  development  is  exhaustive  and  attractively  written,  and,  as 
an  original  study,  is  a real  service  to  the  community  with  which  her 
family  has  been  identified  from  its  beginning.  This  is  an  authorita- 
tive record  which  will  be  cherished  for  generations  by  our  people,  and 
is  a contribution  to  the  history  of  Caroline  County  and  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland  that  is  of  high  and  permanent  value,  and  cannot 
fail  to  be  an  inspiration  to  others  in  the  field  of  local  history. 

The  hearty  support  and  encouragement  we  have  received  from 
individuals  and  business  men  and  organizations  of  Ridgely  and  its 
vicinity  is  deeply  appreciated;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  should 
have  taken  such  a commendable  interest  in  the  preparation  and  pub-  i 
lication  of  this  volume,  for  it  is  their  recognition  of  progress  and  their 
helpful  spirit  in  aiding  home  enterprise  that  have  brought  about  the 
noteworthy  upbuilding  of  the  community  in  its  social  and  material 
aspects. 

Much  of  the  preliminary  work  in  arranging  for  the  matter  of  the 
biographical  and  industrial  section  of  the  book,  and  in  securing  the 
rHuslrations,  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Arther  M.  Willey,  a capable  ; 
young  business  man  of  Ridgely,  and  to  him  much  credit  is  due  for  its  • ! 
completeness.^. 


Ridgely,  June  22\.  1912. 
H • ** 


HENRY  WILKINSON. 


The  Founding  of  Ridgely  and  the 
Early  Days  of  its  History. 


BY  EMMA  GRANT  SAULSBURY. 


A DREAM  CITY. 

ORTY-FIVE  YEARS  AGO  when  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land was  undergoing  a transformation  because  of  the  ap- 
proach of  railroads,  a body  of  men  from  Philadelphia  who 
dared  to  attempt  stupendous  enterprises,  heard  the  call  of  the 
city,  and  under  the  name  of  the  Maryland  and  Baltimore 
City  Land  Association,  started  forth  with  their  dream  to 
plant  a city  called  Ridgely  on  the  site  of  our  present  town,  -which 
should  unite  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  R.  R.  and  the  Choptank 
river. 
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Remnant  of  Ridgely’s  first  house,  occupied  by  Mr.  Fred  Ridgely  and  family,  now 
standing  opposite  the  cemetery,  on  Dr.  F.  P.  Herr’s  farm. 

An  important  step  was  taken  toward  the  consummation  of  this 
dream  \yhen  on  January  15,  1867,  Mr.  Thomas  Bell  and  his  wife,  who 
resided  on  lands  now  included  in  the  Hoffman,  Alfred  Sigler  and  John 
A.  Sigler  farms,  and  the  central  portion  of  the  town  ds  far  south  as 
First  street,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  convey  to  John  P.  Reznor, 
Thomas  C.  Hambly  and  George  X.  Townsend,  of  Philadelphia,  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Maryland  and  Baltimore  City  Land  Association,  the  farm 
and  premises  upon  which  they^ resided.  , 

In  the  spring  of  that  year  “Ridgely  was  laid  out  by  the  proprietors, 
and  not  only  the  Bell  lands,  but  the  extensive  estate  of  Rev.  Green- 
bury  Ridgely,  for  whom  the  city  was  named,  formed  a part  of  the 
company’s  scheme.  Their  survey  and  map  covered  the  present  limits 
of  the  town,  and  included  also  the  full  boundaries  of  the  city  from  the 
railroad  down  to  the  Choptank  river,  whicli  was  then  navigable  as  far 
as  Greensboro.  Broad  avenues,  spacious,parks,  boulevards  of  sweep- 
ing curve,  fine  river  front,  shipyards  for  fhe  construction  of  vessels, 
apd  great  manufacturing  plants,  made  up  the  perfect  whole.  Indeed, 
as  John  saw  a new  city  whole  and  complete  coming  down  out  of 
heaven,  so  these  enthusiasts  beheld  a nety  city  perfect  in  every  part 
rise  up  from  field  and  woodland  ; and,  of  Such  charm  and  beauty  that 
it,  too,  like  John’s  city  suggested  the  “bride  adorned  for  her  husband.” 
This  dream  city,  founded  May  13,  1867,  the  date  taken  from  the 
completed  map,  was  bom  too  early  in  this  section  of  the  state  to  be- 
come a reality,  and  its  speedy  death  was  inevitable.  Failure  fell 
upon  the  company  in  less  than  than  a year  from  this  date,  and  the 
city,  begun  so  ambitiously,  vanished  with  only  a few  buildings  and  a 
map  left  behind  to  record  the  unrealized  dream. 

THE  VILLAGE  AND  ITS  EVOLUTION. 

The  little  village,  thus  romantically  launched  on  its  way,  faced  a 
hard  struggle  for  existence ; but  faith  in  the  railroad  remained  with 
those  who  had  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  city-builders,  and  so  Ridgely, 
with  its  railroad  station,  hotel ? two  residences,  and  two  stores,  held 
itself  together  confident  of  better  things. 

Though  the  Maryland  and  Baltimore  City  Land  Association  was 
dead,  its  city  a vain  delusion,  it  left  behind  a goodly  inheritance  to 
descend  to  these  pioneers,  who  from  the  first  pointed  with  pride  to 
their  priceless  legacy  of  avenue  and  street  so  wisely  laid  out  by  the 
founders.  This  work  was  done  by  a civil  engineer  named  Sisler,  who 
was  brought  from  the  city  by  the  Land  Association.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Smith,  now  of  Denton,  assisted  Mr.  Sisler,  running  the  line  for  about 
all  the  surveys.  Perhaps  the  only  direct  copy  of  these  surveys  now  in 
the  town  is  one  made  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Smith,  and  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  brother,  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith.  These  plan$  provided  for  an  East 
and  West  park,  features  which,  unfortunately,  have  been  omitted  in 
the  development  of  Ridgely ; but  with  this  exception , there  has  been 
no  departure  from  the  original  plans  during  the  forty-five  years  of  the 
town’s  history.  Thus  the  laying  out  of  the  town,  the  most  valuable 
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legacy  bequeathed  to  the  pioneers,  has, descended  to  us  to-day  and  will 
continue  to  descend  from  generation  to  generation, — a legacy  in  which 
all  can  participate  and  look  to  as  a monument  worthy  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  Maryland  and  Baltimore  City  Land  Association,  so 
lqng  as  Ridgely  shall  stand. 

After  the  surveys  were  made,  the  streets  named,  signs  set  up  indi- 
cating theSe  names,  and  Central  and  Railroad  avenues  partially  open- 
ed, the  next  step  taken  by  the  Land  Association  was  the  erection  of 
the  railroad  station  and  hotel.  The  former  structure,  the  most  inter- 
esting old  landmark  in  the  town  to-day,  now  adjoins  the  Holsinger 
store.  It  was  bought  by  Mr.  Sinclair  and  moved  by  him  to  its  present 
site.  Originally  this  buildiqfg  was  located  somewhat  east  of  the  present 
freight  station,  on  a line  with  the  west  side  of  Central  avenue,  its  front 
facing  Railroad  avenue.  The  hotel  opposite  the  station  was  a two- 
story  building  with  a front  porch,  set  off  by  a large,  enclosed  yard  ; 
and,  still  occupying  the  same  site,  it  holds  its  own  with  its  third  story 
and  interior  improvements,  as  the  home  of  Mr.  Isaac  Mason  and  the 
ice-cream  business. 


Ridgely’s  first  R.  R.  Station,  built  by  the  Maryland  and  Baltimore  City 


Land  Association. 

This  hotel,  built  by  the  Maryland  and  Baltimore  City  Land  Asso- 
ciation on  land  evidently  presented  to  the  association  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Bell,  was  sold  at  sheriff’s  sale  on  Julv  2,  1870,  at  the  Denton  Court 
House,  to  satisfy  two  claims — “one  at  the  suit  of  Robert  B.  Dunning 
against  the  Maryland  and  Baltimore  City  Land  Association,  and  the 
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other  at  the  suit  of  Charles  A.  Carroll  against  the  same  association.” 
In  the  advertisement  of  this  sale  found  in  a clipping  from  the  Denton 
Journal  of  that  date,  the  sheriff.  Rufus  K.  Richardson,  says:  ‘‘I  have 
levied  upon,  seized  and  taken  into  execution  all  the  right,  title,  inter- 
est and  claim  of  the  said  Maryland  and  Baltimore  City  Land  Associa- 
tion in  and  to  all  that  house  and  lots  of  ground  and  premises  lying 
and  being  in  Caroline  count}*,  located  at  Ridgely,  on  the  Md.  and  Del. 
R.  R.  and  adjoining  thereto,  known  as  the  Hotel  Property,  now  in  the 
occupancy  of  J.  Frank  Mancha,  the  dimensions  of  said  lots  being  100 
feet  by  180  feet.” 

At  this  sale  the  property  was  bought  by  William  N.  Wilson,  of 
Jersey  Shore,  Pa. , and  ueeded  to  him  by  R.  K.  Richardson,  sheriff, 
May  2,  1871 — by  record  Liber  T.  H.  K.  34,  page  119.  Mr.  Wilson 
held  this  property  until  March  2.  1876,  when  he  sold  it  for  $1,000  to 

who  was  then  occupying  it — Liber 

Mr.  J.  Frank  Mancha  and  his 
brother,  Mr.  Heniy  S.  Mancha, 
moved  from  Potter’s  Landing  (now 
WiUiston)  to  Ridgely  in  the  fall  of 
1867,  occupying  the  hotel  property 
as  soon  as  it  was  completed . With 
them  for  the  first  year  were  their 
sister  and  brother-in-law,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Dougherty.  Thus, 
from  the  first  settlement  of  the  vil- 
lage, this  building  became  closely 
identified  with  the  Mancha  Bros, 
and  their  real  estate  business. 

, The  possibility  of  securing  valu- 
able land  at  a moderate  cost  had 
drawn  these  brothers  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  Eastern  Shore  as  early 
as  1863,  where  they  invested  in  a 
farm  at  Potter’s  Landing,  and  soon 
were  surrounded  by  a colony  of 
Pennsylvania  settlers,  whom  they 
had  induced  to  join  them  on  the 
banks  of  the  Choptank  river.  Their  brothers,  Rev.  George  Mancha, 
and  Mr.  John  Mancha,  were  among  this  number. 

Ridgely,  with  its  railroad,  presented  a more  favorable  outlook  for 
the  development  of  the  real  estate  business  than  did  Potter’s  Landing, 


Mr.  Henry  S.  Mancha,  of  Ridgely, 
37,  page  423. 


JAMES  K.  SAULSBURY, 
1813-1900.  Pioneer  Settler  and 
Merchant. 


therefore,  these  brothers,  through  the  issuing  of  circulars  and  exten- 
sive advertising,  were  soon  launched  into  their  work  of  bringing  new 
settlers  into  this  community. 

Other  pioneer  settlers  of  Ridgely,  lured  thither  by  the  city,  were 
Mr.  Fred  Ridgely,  Mr.  Jas.  K.  Saulsbury, and  Mr.Wm.  H. Vernon.  Mr. 
Ridgely,  a nephew  of  Rev.  Greenbury  Ridgely',  then  one  of  the  largest 
land  owners  in  Caroline  county,  opened  in  the  railroad  station,  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Charles  McCleary,  the  first  store  in  the  village.  This 
was  sometime  during  1867.  His  home,  a remnant  of  which  is  the  rap- 
idly falling  vacant  house  on  Dr.  Herr’s  farm,  opposite  the  cemetery', 
was  then  an  attractive  farmhouse  with  enclosed  yard  and  garden  and 
surrounded  by  large  trees.  It  was  here  Mr.  Ridgely  died  in  March , 1869. 

In  addition  to  the  railroad  station  and  hotel,  the  other  buildings 
erected  in  1867,  were  the  store  and  home  of  Mr.  James  K.  Saulsbury, 
and  the  home  of  Mr.  William  H.  Vernon.  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  his 
family  here  and  started  in  business  April,  1868,  while  Mr  Vernon’s 
family  moved  about  three  months  earlier— December,  1867.  Thb  Sauls- 
bury home  is  standing  to-day  on  the  corner  of  Central  and  Railroad 
avenues,  and  is  occupied  by  a son,  Mr.  I.  T.  Saulsbury.  The  Vernon 
home  is  still  standing  on  the  corner  of  Railroad  and  Third  avenues, 
but  has  passed  into  other  hands  since  the  removal  of  tfie‘family  from 
Ridgely.  ■ ’ - v : ’ . • 

On  the  pages  of  the  Land  Record ,— Liber  No.  32,  .at;  the  -court 
house,  Denton,  are  recorded  the  deeds  of  the  two  lots  each,  which 
were  bought  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  and  Mr.  Vernon  of ’the  Maryland  and 
Baltimore  City  Land  Association.  These  are  interesting  and  valuable 
documents,  throwing  much  light  as  they  do  upon  the  history  of  the 
founding  of  the  town  from  the  negotiations  of  the  proprietors  with  Mr. 
Bell,  January  15,  1867, to  the  naming,  surveying,  arid  laying1  out  of  the 
same.  Mr.  Saulsbury’s  lots  were  $400,  and  Mr.  Vernon’s  $200. , ^ . 

The  following  provision  in  their  sale  is  ..of  special  interest  ih  view 
of  the  fact  that  Ridgely  has  always  been  a Local  Option  town:  ’‘-‘Pro- 

vided, that  if  ardent  spirits  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 'manufac- 
tured or  sold  upon  said  premises  hereby  conveyed,  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  consent  of  the  party,  grantee,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  the  said 
premises  shall  immediately  be  forfeited  and  revert  again  with  all  im- 
provements thereon  to  the  parties,  grantors,  their  heirs  or  assigns.” 
Both  deeds  are  signed  not  only  by  J.  P.  Reznor,  attorney  for  the  Land 
Association  and  one  of  its  members,  but  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Bell,  who  had  thus  far  (July  22nd  and  September  7th,  1867,  the  dates 
of  these  deeds)  only  “covenanted  to  convey”  their  farm  and  premises 
to  the  company. 
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The  only  industry  of  these  beginning  days  was  that  of  saw-milling. 
Mr.  William  Henry  Wilson,  an  Eastern  Shoreman,  set  up  his  mill 
on  the  county  road  to  Denton,  about  one-half  mile  from  the  railroad 
station.  To-day  the  farmhouse  across  the  road  from  Mr.  Lane’s  store, 
owned  by  Saulsbury  Bros,  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Hevalow,  marks  the 
location  of  this  mill.  Part  of  the  house  in  which  Mr.  Wilson  resided  is 
still  standing  there. 

Ridgely’s  first  blacksmith  shop  was  on  the  east  side  of  Central 
avenue,  not  very  far  north  of  this  mill.  Mr.  Hugh  Rea,  an  excellent 
workman,  was  the  proprietor,  running  it  for  aboyt  a year.  He  bought 
his  lot  of  Rev.  Greenbury  Ridgely,  May  20,  1868,  under  the  same  stip- 
ulations as  to  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  liquor  as  was  made  in  the 
earlier  sales  by  the  Land  Association  and  Mr.  Bell. 

But  the  center  and  heart  of  the 
village  was  the  railioad  which  did 
not  get  as  far  as  Ridgely  until  some- 
time in  1868.  For  several  years  be- 
fore this  it  did  not  extend  below 
Greensboro  where  it  was  met  by  a 
stage  from  Easton.  When  the  foun- 
ders of  Ridgely  arrived  on  the  scene 
they  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  railroad  company  whereby  the 
Land  Association  was  to  furnish  the 
ties  from  Greensboro  to  Ridgely, 
and  the  railroad  company  lay  the 
rails.  The  result  was  that  the  little 
village  soon  found  itself  possessing 
the  dignity  of  a railroad'  center, 
which-  was  a matter  of  primary  im- 
portance to  an  inland  community 
nearly  one  hundred  miles  distant 
from  both  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
JAMES  SWANN,  Phia- 

1840-1901.  Ridgely’s  first  teacher.  From  this  review  of  events  it  is 
clear,  that  in  the  year  beinning  May,  1867,  to  May,  1868,  the  evolu- 
tion of  Ridgely  as  a village  was  accomplished. 
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LIFE  AND  PROGRESS  OE  THE  FIRST  DECADE. 

1867-1877. 

Like  a normally  endowed  child,  Ridgely  was  marked  from  its 
birth  for  growth  and  development.  But  before  much  of  a population 
could  be  massed  at  this  point,  the  surrounding  country  had  to  be  able 
to  minister  to  the  industrial  and  commercial  needs  of  such  a population 
and  grow  with  it. 

In  1867,  much  of  this  part  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  was  still  divided  up 
into  large  tracts  of  land,  and,  there- 
fore, was  sparsely  settled.  The 
farmsteads  were  scattered,  and  the 
villages  were  few  and  far  between. 

The  life  of  the  people  was  typical 
of  country  communities  far  removed 
from  the  centers  of  life ; of  those 
who  were  land  owners ; former 
slave  holders ; who  preserved  the 
old  traditions  of  hospitality ; and 
who  prided  themselves  upon  “good 
family,”  because  of  their  descent 
from  the  aristocracy  of  the  Old 
World  through  the  English  settlers 
in  colonial  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

The  following  names  are  a few  of 
those  suggestive  of  the  good  old 
days  of  the  past:  Swann,  Wilson, 

Plummer,  Williams,  Orrell,  Bell,  1811-1896.  From  Patterson,  N.  J. 
Massey,  Purnell,  Fountain,  Star-  Settled  in  Ridgely  in  1874. 

key,  Boone,  Barwick,  Smith,  Jump,  Day  and  Roe.  [ 

With  the  appearance  of  the  railroad  a change  was  to  take  place. 
The  North  was  turning  its  gaze  southward  and  did  not  fail  to  recog- 
nize the  signs  of  opportunity  where  land  was  plentiful  and  cheap  ; and 
soon,  under  the  management  of  Ridgely ’s  active  real  estate  men — 
Messrs.  J.  Frank  and  H.  S.  Mancha — there  was  a steady  inflowing 
populating  from  the  North,  and  many  old  Caroline  farms  were  gradu- 
ally cut  up  and  passed  into  new  hands.  Before  the  end  of  the  first 
decade  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Michigan,  and  Wis- 
consin had  sent  settlers,  some  remaining  such  a short  time  that  their 
names  are  now  dim  memories  ; others  tarried  long  enough  to  become 
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closely  identified  with  the  life  and  people,  and  then  finally  returned  to 
the  land  of  their  youth,  or  sought  newer  fields  ; still  others, -with  their 
descendants,  are  to-day  honored  members  of  the  town  and  community. 

These  were  the  days  when  “Germantown,”  long  since  forgotten, 
sprang  up  on  Jumptown  soil  in  almost  a single  night  ; when  the  tem- 
porary log  and  mud  houses  of  its  foreign  settlers,  their  industries  of 
cigar-making,  and  basket-making  from  straw  and  willow,  were  brought 
conspicuously  before  the  attention  of  Ridgely’s  inhabitants ; and  when 
the  names  of  Gephardt,  Nogay,  “Christine,”  and  “Dutch  John”  were 
often  heard. 

All  this  change  and  growth  in  the  territory  immediately  surround- 
ing the  new  railroad  center  prepared  for  the  later  development  of  the 
town  and  added  to  its  prosperity  then.  Indeed.  Ridgely  was  not  only 
responsible  during  these  years  for  new  settlements  outside  its  borders, 
but  it  began  to  take  unto  itself  through  absorption,  the  old  and  well- 
known  cross-roads  village  of  Boonsboro.  From  the  first  there  was  a 
close  bond  between  Bonnsboro  and 
her  new  neighbor  situated  on  the 
railroad,  for  Ridgely  having no 
school  and  church,  sent  its  children 
to  Boonsboro  for  instruction  in  the 
village  school ; and  on  Sunday 
many  of  its  inhabitants  -wended 
their  wav  thither  to  worship  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopol  Church,  the 
central  feature  of  the  village.  Soon, 
however,  Ridgely  had  a school  of 
its  owTn , and  called  a - resident  of 
Boonsboro— Mr.  James  Swann,  to 
become  the  first  teacher.  This 
school  found  lodging  place  in  the 
second  story  of  the  hospitable  rail- 
road station , and  for  three  years 
under  the  directorship  of  Mr.  James 
Swann,  1869-1870,  then  of -Rev. 
George  Mancha,  1870-1871,  and 
lastly  of  Mr.  James  Douglass,  1871- 
JOHN  A.  SIGLER.  1872,  it  attended  to  the  education 

1846-1910.  Judge  of  the  Orphans’  of  the  young  after  the  prescribed 
Court;  President  of  the  Bank  manner  of  the  rural  school  oi  those 
or  Ridgely.  days. 
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In  1872  the  little  village  erected  its  first  school  building, — a one- 
room  school  house  located  on  the  present  school  grounds.  This  old 
landmark  is  to  be  found  in  the  town  to-day,  but  only  early  residents 
are  likely  to  know  that  Mr.  Willard  Shipman’s  cosy  cottage  adjoining 
the  school  grounds  once  played  an  important  role  in  Ridgely ’s  school  life. 

This  building  was  dedicated  to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  during 
the  school  year  of  1872  to  1873,  under  the  directorship  of  Mr._T.  A, 
Smith.  And  it  is  with  pleasure  that  many  of  the  pupils  of  that  year, 
and  of  the  school  year  of  1874  to  1875,  when  Mr.  Smith  again  took  the 
school  after  a year’s  absence  in  Michigan,  are  able  to  call  up  from  the 
dim  memories  of  the  past  the  joy  experienced  during  the  weekly  exer- 
cises of  Friday  afternoon.  Then  all  relaxed;  bcoks  weie  closed;  and 

the  bare  walls,  cut  desks,  and  the 
goodly  number  of  black  gum  switch- 
es adorning  the  chimney  corner, 
were  all  forgotten  as  the  young 
flock  poured  themselves  forth  in  a 
volume  of  melody  led  by  the  tuning 
fork  of  the  teacher.  Some  are  still 
owners  of  that  collection  of  “Silver 
Carols” — songs  that  seem  common- 
place enough  now  in  comparison 
with  the  modern  collections  of  choice 
school  music;  but  whatever  their 
poetic  and  musical  lacks,  they  pos- 
sessed a universal  quality  which 
made  them  inspirational,  and  so  it 
is  not  strange  that  “Trip  lightly 
over  trouble,”  “Little  streamlet, 
how  I ■wonder,”  “Hoe  your  own 
row,  boys,”  “Merry,  laughing, 
sparkling  water,”  and  I am  May, 
blithe  and  gay,”  etc.,  etc.,  opened 
new  realms  where  the  spirit  found 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  Charles  Straughn,  a native  of  Caroline,  had  charge  of  the 
school  from  1873  to  1874,  during  Mr.  Smith’s  absence  in  the  North.* 
Miss  Frances  Wiley  of  Michigan,  a brief  sojourner  in  the  community, 
faithfully  endeavored  to  guide  the  footsteps. of  the  young  inhabitants 
along  the  pathway  of  learning  from  1875  to  1876.  Miss  Wiley  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  James  Swann,  who  returned  for  two  years’  work 
from  1876  to  1878,  and  thus  closed  the  first  decade  and  ushered  in  de- 
cade two. 


THOMAS  W.  JONES. 
1849-1904.  Member  of  the  Maryland 
Legislature;  President  Denton  National 
Bank;  President  the  Caroline  County 
School  Board. 
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Only  those  who  came  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Swann's  sensi- 
tive and  poetic  nature,  his  gentle  and  refined  disposition,  can  under- 
stand what  it  meant  to  growing  boys  and  girls  to  be  guided  by  one 
who  was  truly  defined  in  the  good  old  fashioned  word — gentleman. 

The  teaching  methods  of  those  days  were  faulty,  the  courses  of  study 
were  meagre,  in  consequence  the  intellectual  thirsts  of  the  pupils  often 
remained  unqenched ; but  such  a man  could  not  fail  in  the  primary 
function  of  teaching  ; he  was  bound  to  find  some  avenue — some  means 
by  which  to  lift  the  spirit  into  its  native  air, — the  place  of  visions  and 
delights. 

The  “American  Fifth  Reader”  offered  just  the  right  opportunity, 
and  so  day  after  day,  week  after  week,  month  after  month  during 
those  two  years,  pupils  read  and  re-read  under  the  most  careful  and 
sympathetic  training  the  classic  selections  in  this,  old  volume,  until 
they  escaped  from  everything  around,  and  found  themselves  with  the 
joy  of  little  children  peeping  into  the  sparrow’s  nest  with  Wordsworth 
and  his  sister  Emmeline  ; with  the  blind  Milton  they  began  to  catch  a 
glimmer  of  the  great  truth  that  “they  also  serve  who  only  stand  and 
wait with  Shakespeare  they  rehearsed  Mark  Antony’s  great  address 
over  the  dead  body  of  Caesar  ; and. with  Gray  they  entered  the  country 
church — yard  in  far  away  England  and  heard  “the  curfew  toll  the 
knell  of  parting  day,”  and  stood  with  him  by  the  graves  where  “the  ! 
rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep.”  The  suspicion  never  dawned 
that  they  were  studying  literature ; but  the  discovery  came  in  later 
years  that  these  treasures  stored  securely  in  the  memory  led  to  the 
realm  of  the  immortals — a realm  ever  open  to  the  flight  of  the 
imagination. 

The  most  distinguishing  feature  of  the  little  school — “Sedgefield 
College”  the  pupils  delighted  to  call  it  in  those  days — was  the  play- 
ground and  recreation  center  which  nature  amply  provided.  This 
was  the  pine  woods  that  pressed  close  upon  the  school  house  at  the 
rear  and  was  met  by  an  oak  woods  that  led  through  a deeply  shaded 
road  to  famous  old  “Chickens’  Bridge.”  All  this  has  vanished  so 
completely  that  even  the  recital  of  it  must  seem  a bit  of  fiction  to  the 
pupils  of  to-day. 

Ridgely’s  church  history  does  not  date  as  far  back  as  its  school 
history,  for  it  was  not  until  December,  1877,  that  the  first  church  in 
.the  village  was  dedicated.  This  was  the  Methodist  Church  located  on 
the  present  church  grounds  which  were  generously  donated  by  Rev. 
Greenbury  W.  Ridgely  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  While 
Boonsboro  had  been  the  regular  worshipping  place  of  the  villagers  up 
to  this  time,  they  had  not  been  entirely  without  church  opportunities 


10 


of  their  own,  for  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  a Presbyterian  minister  from  the 
North,  conducted  independent  services  in  the  school  house  during 
1875  and  1876  for  perhaps  a year  or  more.  But  Ridgely  was  then 
beginning  to  grow  a little,  and  a church  of  its  own  was  a strongly  felt 
need.  Therefore,  it  was  a great  step  forward  when  in  the  fall  of  1877 
the  Methodist  Church  at  Boonsboro  was  taken  down  and  moved  to 
Ridgely.  At  Boonsboro  this  church  was  a simple,  white,  dignified 

structure  with  a graveyard  close 
around  it  adding  solemnity  to  the 
scene.  During  services  in  this 
church  the  long-honored  custom 
was  observed  of  dividing  the  male 
and  female  portions  of  the  congre- 
gation. In  Ridgely  the  church 
came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Hillsboro  circuit  instead  of  the 
Greensboro  circuit  as  formerly. 
Many  changes  were  made  without 
and  within,  and  methods  were 
gradually  put  away  that  were 
established  in  the  good  old  days  by 
the  circuit  riders  who  planted 
Methodism  firmly  upon  the  Eastern 
Shore  when  the  people  were  almost 
wholly  without  churches.  This 
edifice — Ridgely’s  first  church — 
divested  of  its  vestibule  and  steeple, 
and  changed  into  a dwelling  house 
for  two  families,  is  to  be  found  to-day  on  Maple  avenue. 

While  the  growth  of  Ridgely  was  so  slow  that  at  times  it  seemed 
to  be  standing  still,  yet  in  addition  to  the  school  house  and  church  and 
the  buildings  erected  at  the  time  of  the  founding  in  1867,  there  were 
seven  dwelling  houses,  a saw-mill,  and  a'  blacksmith  and  wheelwright 
shop  built  during  this  decade.  So  conspicuously  did  the  rise  of  these 
seven  dwellings,  one  shop,  and  one  mill  stand  out  then,  that  almost 
any  early  resident  can  recite  even  to-day  the  order  and  dates  of  their 
erection.  Their  processes  of  construction  were  watched  and  enjoyed 
by  old  and  young  alike,  for  none  were  indifferent  to  anything  which 
directly  concerned  the  progress  of  the  village. 

The  first  one  of  these  houses  known  so  intimately,  was  the  ten- 
ant house  built  near  the  hotel  lot  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Mancha,  about  the 
year  1872.  In  1876  this  house  was  bought  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Smith  who 


HENRY  S.  MANCHA. 
1837-1911.  Real  Estate  Agent  and 
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added  to  It  and  moved  there  after  his  marriage  In  February  of  that 
year.  Mr.  Smith  made  other  changes  in  it  later,  and  to-day  it  is  the 
residence  of  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Hagadone  on  Central  avenue.  In 
1875  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  built,  the  second  one  of  these  houses.  It  has 
come  on  down  and  exists  to-day  as  Dr.  Herr’s  farm  house  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Railroad  and  Maple  avenues.  When  Mr.  James  A.  Perry  of 
Philadelphia  bought  the  Rev.  Greenbury  Ridgely  farm,  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  town,  and  erected  his  attractive  residence  on  it  at  the 
corner  of  Central  avenue  and  First  street,  he  introduced  2 new  feature 
in  the  architecture  of  this  section,  namely — the  “A  front,”  which  im- 
mediately became  popular.  This  home  was  built  in  1876  and  is  known 
to-day  as  the  Kuhn  property-  About  the  time  of  the  completion  of 
his  own  home  Mr.  Perry  had  a comfortable  little  tenant  house  built 
on  his  farm  for  Mr.  Riley  Melvin.  This  was  located  on  the  east  side 
of  Central  avenue,  probably  near  w'here  the  Catholic  Church  nowstands. 
Some  years  later  it  was  bought  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses  Blackburn, 
who  moved  it  across  the  street  on  the  present  premises  of  Mr.  Frank 
McCloud.  Later  still,  Mr.  McCloud  bought  it  and  changed  it  into 
his  pleasant  home  of  to-day.  Mr.  Moses  Smiley,  an  interesting  char- 
acter who  came  from  the  city  to  do  the  building  for  Mr. Perry,  bought 
a piece  of  land  and  built  a heme  for  himself  about  the  year  1877. 
This  house  was  most  directly  reached  in  those  days  by  taking  a path 
which  cut  through  the  young  pine  woods  on  the  west  side  of  south 
Central  avenue,  and  led  directly  to  Mr.  Smiley’s — now  the  home  of 
Mr.  Shawn.  The  residence  of  Mr.  Madison  Whitby,  built  about  1877 
and  located  on  Central  avenue,  belongs  to  this  period.  Mr.  Harry 
Laird  is  the  present  owner.  In  this  same  year,  1877, “Mr.  Charles  H. 
Turner  of  Boonsboro  moved  to  Ridgely,  building  his  home  beneath 
the  shade  of  a large  cherry  tree,  which  was  across  the  sedge  field  from 
the  school  house  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  school  children.  Now 
that  Ridgely  has  become  a town  and  opened  its  streets,  this  home  is 
found  at  the  corner  of  Railroad  and  Second  avenues,  and  the  cherry 
tree  has  long  since  met  the  fate  of  another  cherry  tree  made  famous  by 
tradition . 

Mr.  Turner  moved  his  wheelwright  business  from  Boonsboro  the 
same  year  and  opened  the  first  shop  of  this  kind  in  the  village.  It 
was  in  connection  with  a blacksmith  shop  run  by  Mr.  George  Strad- 
ley,  now  of  Denver,  and  stood  where  a similar  shop  stands  to-day  close 
by  Mr.  Will  Smith’s  general  store  on  First  street.  Mr.  James  Swann, 
then  in  charge  of  the  school,  owned  the  shop  building  and  took  much 
interest  in  the  work  going  on  there ; and  the  natural  craving  of  the 
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children  “to  see  the  flaming  forge  and  hear  the  bellows  roar,”  led  to 
many  a wise  excursion  there  at  noon  and  recess — teacher  and  pupils 
sometimes  going  forth  together.  It  was  not  unusual  on  such  excur- 
sions for  the  good  natured  blacksmith  to  allow  the  eager  children  the 
experience  of  transforming  the  apparently  unyielding  iron  into  objects 
of  their  own  fancy.  But  no  history  of  Ridgely  during  these  early  days 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of  a blacksmith  shop  which  pre- 
ceded this  one  and  was  run  by  a colored  man  from  Jumptown, — Rich- 
ard Bias,  whose  descendents  live  in  the  community  to-day.  His  shop 
was  a small,  primitive  affair  located  behind  the  old  railroad  station. 
Its  date  was  about  1873  and  ’74. 

Mr.  Isaac  J.  Sigler  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  moved  his  family  to 
Ridgely  in  March,  1874,  when  the  village  was  seven  years  old.  Mr. 
Sigler  had  bought  the  old  Bell  homestead  and  farm,  (now  the  residence 
of  the  Hoffman  family)  and  so  his  coming  did  not  mean  the  erection 
of  another  house  for  this  decade.  In  1856  Mr.  Bell  built  this  house 
and  moved  into  it  from  his  old  home,  which  for  many  years  afterw’ard 
remained  standing  near  the  location  of  the  present  John  A.  Sigler 
home. 

The  history  of  the  Bell  lands,  upon  which  Ridgely  started  on  its 
way,  is  essential  to  the  completeness  of  the  town’s  annals.  Early  in 
1865,  before  Ridgely  existed  as  a dream  in  the  minds  of  its  founders, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bell  sold  to  Rev.  Greenbury  W.  Ridgely  that  portion  of 
his  estate  located  on  the  “north  side  of  the  main  county  road  leading 
from  Boonsboro  to  Hillsboro,  adjoining  the  lands  of  James  Swann, 
Sylyester  Smith,  and  the  lands  of  the  said  Thomas  Bell,  containing 
308  acres  of  land  more  or  less.”  The  amount  of  this  sale  was  $3,696. 
Thus  the  Rev.  Greenbury  W.  Ridgely  farm,  which  in  1867,  at  the 
time  of  the  founding  of  Ridgely,  met  the  Bell  farm  along  the  line 
where  First  street  now  runs,  was  at  one  time  all  Bell  land.  Two 
years  after  the  founding  of  Ridgely  Mr.  Bell  sold  the  remaining  part 
of  his  estate  to  Mr.  William  Elliott,  a Philadelphia  banker.  This  sale 
was  made  in  June,  1869,  and  included  the  homestead  and  farm,  reserv- 
ing the  lots  sold  to  Mr.  James  K.  Saulsbury,  to  Mr.  William  H.  Ver- 
non, the  lots  on  which  the  “hotel  property”  was  located,  the  family 
grave-yard,  and  the  right-of-way  granted  to  the  Maryland  & Delaware 
R.  R.  Mr.  Bell  sold  this  valuable  tract  for  $2,000.  In  1873  this  tract 
again  changed  hands  when  Mr.  Elliott  sold  it  to  xMr.  Isaac  J.  Sigler 
for  a sum  between  four  and  five  thousand  dollars.  It  is  interesting  to 
add  by  way  of  contrast,  and  as  an  indication  of  the  increased  value  of 
Caroline  lands,  that  when  less  than  half  of  this  farm  was  sold  by  Mr. 
George  Sigler  to  the  Hoffman  family  in  1905,  it  brought  $16,000. 
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The  foregoing  record  of  new  buildings  and  incoming  families  gives 
some  idea  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  the  end  of  the  decade. 
A pretty  accurate  reckoning  makes  this  from  50  to  60. 

No  map  or  drawing  of  Ridgely  in  1877  remains  to  show  its  roads 
and  paths,  sedge  fields  and  woods,  and  its  16  or  18  scattered  buildings, 
but  Rev.  George  Mancha,  who  now  lives  in  Glen  Elder,  Kansas,  writes 
that  he  has  a faithful  pencil  drawing  which  he  made  showing  Ridgely 
as  it  looked  in  1870,  with  the  hotel,  station,  schoolroom,  and  a passen- 
ger train  consisting  of  one  passenger  car.  The  existence  of  such  an 
early  picture  is  a matter  of  great  interest  now,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
copy  of  it  will  be  made  so  that  residents  of  to-day  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  seeing  a view  of  Ridgely  in  the  days  when  it  was  slowly  taking 
form. 

During  this  decade  of  slow  building  development,  Ridgely  as  a 
business  center  was  progressing  steadily.  Because  of  its  railroad 
facilities,  it  became  an  important 
point  for  travel  and  a ready  market 
for  all  kinds  of  country  produce. 
There  were  two  general  stores — the 
Smith  and  Jones,  and  the  J.  K. 
Saulsbury  firms.  Mr.  T.  W.  Smith, 
and  his  partner,  Mr.  T.  W.  Jones, 
conducted  business  during  several 
of  these  years  in  the  railroad  station. 

Business  in  Ridgely  to-day  stands 
out  in  striking  contrast  to  the  busi- 
ness customs  and  enterprises  of 
those  early  days.  Blackberries  grewT 
wild  in  the  large  uncultivated  fields, 
and  the  marketing  of  them  for  the 
village  stores  was  a faint  fore- 
shadowing of  the  strawberry  indus- 
try of  to-day.  During  the  black- 
berry season  they  were  brought  in 
by  the  wagon  load  in  every  con- 
J.  FRANK  MANCHA.  ceivable  kind  of  vessel— bucket, 

1842-1889.  Real  Estate  Agent  and  pan,  washtub,  washboiler,  etc. 

Pioneer  Settler.  The  merchants  quickly  transferred 

them  to  wooden  waterbucketsin  which  they  were  shipped  to  the  city. 
The  pickers  were  paid  in  “due  bills.”  At  the  height  of  the  season 
the  merchants  found  it  necessary  to  send  out  wagons  for  collecting 
the  berries.  As  the  drivers  went  from  point  to  point  announcing  their 
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arrival  by  loud  tooting  horns,  men,  women,  and  children  flocked 
around  to  dispose  of  their  day’s  “pick.”  Other  wild  fruits  brought 
to  Ridgely  for  shipment  were  huckleberries  and  “mountain  cherries.” 
These  were  the  days  when  fields  and  woods  abounded  in  game, 
and  Ridgely  became  a ready  market  and  shipping  point  for  large  quan- 
tities of  partridges,  rabbits,  and  rabbit  hides.  Live  and  dressed  poul- 
try were  also  bought  and  shipped  by  the  merchants  in  large  quantities. 
Eggs  were  packed  for  shipping  in  barrels  of  cut  straw,  bran  or  oats. 
Merchants  wTent  to  the  city  for  goods  but  twice  a year,  and  the  com-  - 
mercial  traveler  of  to-day  was  unknown.  “Mallalieu’s  kerseys”  for 
men  and  boys’  suits,  were  sold  from  the  manufacturer’s  wagon  direct- 
tly  to  the  stores.  The  “tin  man”  drove  from  town  to  town  dispensing 
his  wares  to  the  merchants,  and  the  ‘ ‘rag  man’  ’ made  his  regular  rounds 
gathering  up  numberless  “bundles”  of  that  staple  commodity  and 
never-failing  article  of  trade, — “bundles”  whose  contents  it  were 
sometimes  better  far  to  view  by  faith  than  by  sight. 

Saw-milling  within  the  village 
limits  was  an  industry  which  stead- 
ily grew  during  these  years.  In 
1874,  or  the  following  year,  Mr.  A. 

G-  Smith  began  to  run  a large  saw- 
mill located  on  Railroad  avenue 
where  the  double  house  occupied  by 
Mr.  John  C.  Jarrell  now  stands. 
This  attractive  spot  drew  interested 
visitors  then  as  the  factories  do  to- 
day; and  chief  among  these  were 
the  school  children , who  were  lured 
across  the  open  field  to  watch  the 
logs  as  they  were  sliced  into  slender 
boards.  But  this  wTas  not  the  only 
acquaintance  the  school  children 
had  with  the  different  processes  in- 
volved in  the  production  of  lumber. 
The  delight  of  tree  felling,  the 
first  step  in  the  process,  was  exper- 
W.  H.  VERNON.  ienced  by  the  older  school  boys 

1819-1897.  Pioneer  Settler  of  Ridgely.  when  their  teacher,  Mr.  Swann, 
set  them  to  work  at  noon  and  recess  to  open  First  street.  Mr.  James 
H.  Smith  and  other  scholars  belonging  to  that  period,  recount  with 
much  pleasure  the  accomplishment  of  this  task  which  opened  First 
street  from  the  school  grounds  to  the  “Chickens’  Bridge”  road. 
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The  final  glimpse  at  this  decade  centers  around  the  old  railroad 
station.  This  building  was  spacious  enough  for  the  accommodation 
of  all  enterprises  that  knocked  at  its  doors.  So  it  welcomed  theschool, 
several  different  mercantile  firms,  public  entertainments,  and  the  post- 
office,  as  well  as  perfomed  its  primary  work  of  maintaining  a railroad 
office  and  lodging  its  different  agents.  For  years  its  loft  provided 
storage  for  the  famous  ship  patterns  brought  here  by  the  Maryland  and 
Baltimore  City  Land  Association  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of 
vessels  at  Ridgely’s  ship  yards. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Turner,  the  assistant  agent  who  began  his  30  years 
of  services  in  this  old  historic  building,  relates  an  interesting  story  in 
which  a dramatic  entertainment  given  by  local  talent  in  the  hall  above 
the  station,  plays  a conspicuous  part  in  illustrating  the  leisurely  rail- 
road methods  of  those  days.  When  the  train  got  in  on  this  particu- 
lar occasion  it  was  nine  or  ten  o’clock  at  night,  and  the  entertainment 
was  in  full  swing.  An  invitation  to  the  passengers  and  officers  was 
too  alluring  to  be  refused,  so  the  train  was  deserted  while  an  hour  of 
merry-making  was  enjoyed  in  the  hall  above.  At  the  close  of  the 
entertainment  the  train  was  again  boarded  and  the  trip  continued 
down  the  line. 

The  following  railroad  agents  were  associated  with  this  old  build1 
ing  during  the  first  decade  of  Ridgely’s  history:  Mr.  Frederick  Ridge- 

ly  was  the  first  to  act  as  agent.  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Collins  came  next  as 
the  first  appointed  agent,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  George  C.  Mor- 
ton, Dr.  Fred  Straughn,  Mr  Charles  H.  Whitby,  and  Mr.  Beniah 
Fleming,  who  was  the  first  telegraph  operator.  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith 
succeeded  Mr.  Fleming  in  the  year  1876. 

GROWTH  IN  THE  SECOND  DECADE. 

1877-1887. 

The  second  decade  of  Ridgely’s  history  presents  no  striking 
features.  The  growth  was  still  slow,  as  was  natural  to  an  agricultural 
town ; but  there  existed  a general  spirit  of  confidence  in  the  young 
town’s  future.  . 

A list  of  some  of  the  new  homes  of  this  period  and  the  new  enter- 
prises, will  give  a hint  of  the  sure  advance.  The  following  number  of. 
homes  with  their  dates  is  not  complete,  but  indicates  the  general  trend 
forward.  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith,  1878;  Mr.  T.  W.  Jones,  1879;  Miss 
Wright,  1878  or  ’79 ; Mr.  Frank  Green,  1880  ; Mr.  William  Gearhart, 
about  1800 ; Mr.  Jacob  Heller,  1882;  Mr.  A.  R.  Wright,  1884;  Mr. 
Sylvester  Smith,  1884. 
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The  business  development  of  this  decade  was  marked  by  several 
new  enterprises, — namely,  the  drug  business  started  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Smith,  in  a small  wav  in  1882,  followed  by  the  erection  of  his  drug- 
store in  1884.  His  jewelry  annex  was  built  in  1887.  A men’s  fur- 
nishing store,  with  Mr.  Henry  Kuker  as  tailor,  was  opened  by  Mr. 
Patrick  McShane  in  1884.  In  1885  Mr.  Euker  went  into  business  for 
himself.  A carriage  repair  shop,  a harness  shop,  and  the  first  milli- 
nery store  belong  to  this  period. 

Industrially,  a fruit  evaporating  plant,  built  in  18S3  by  Mr.  Syl- 
vester Smith,  and  his  son,  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith,  was  the  most  significant 
enterprise  thus  far  inaugurated  in  the  town.  The  old  saw-mill  on 
Railroad  avenue  was  converted  into  this  building;  and  though  it  was 
burned  in  1884,  it  was  rebuilt,  and  for  several  years  housed  the  indus- 
try which  led  forward  Ridgely’s  industrial  life  of  to-day. 

The  saw-milling  industry  still 
continued  to  hold  its  own  through 
this  and  the  succeeding  decade. 
Mr.  T.  L-  Day  became  its  owner  in 
1882,  and  in  1883  moved  it  from 
Railroad  avenue  to  First  street,  at 
the  point  where  Mr.  R.  W.  Rick- 
ards’ carriage  business  is  now  con- 
ducted . 

In  1886  Ridgely  closed  the  door 
of  its  one-room  school  house,  and 
built  the  two-room  school,  which 
grs dually  expanded  into  the  pres- 
ent Agricultural  High  School.  Miss 
Amanda  D.  Saulsburv  was  the  last 
teacher  in  the  old  building,  1885- 
1886,  and  the  first  principal  of  the 
new  school,  1886-1887. 

Two  new  churches  belong  to  this 
period  of  Ridgely’s  history:  St. 

Paul’s  Reformed  Church  was  organ- 
nized  in  1878,  and  built  in  1880 
under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  K. 
Hannabery.  The  Methodist  Prot- 
estant Church,  now  the  Baptist,  was  built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  dec- 
ade,— about  1886  or  1887. 

The  first  physician  to  locate  permanently  in  Ridgely  was  Dr, 


T.  W.  SMITH. 


Born  1846.  Resident  of  Ridgely  from 
May  1868-1906.  First  druggist  and 
jeweler,  and  only  man  now  living  who 
was  identified  with  the  town  in  a bus- 
iness way  from  the  first  days  of  its 
history. 
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F.  P.  Herr,  who  came  in  1SS3.  Rev.  T.  K.  Hannabery , of  the  Reformed 
Church,  was  the  first  minister  having  a regular  pastorate  to  reside  in 
the  town,  the  Methodist  ministers  at  this  time  making  their  home  in 
the  parsonage  at  Hillsboro. 

A SUMMARY  OF  THE  THIRD  DECADE. 

1SS7-1S97. 

The  growth  of  the  third  decade  is  broadly  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing outline  of  events : 

FACTORIES. 

Canning  factory  of  Day  Bros.  & Co.,  1888. 

Making  of  tin  cans,  Da\*  Bros.  & Co.,  1889. 

Alliance  Preserving  Co. , 1S90. 

Basket  factory,  T.  S.  Ramsdell,  about  1892. 

Basket  factory  sold  to  Brigden  and  Day,  1893. 

Canning  factory  of  Saulsbury  Bros. , 1894. 

Saulsbury  Bros.  Shirt  Factory,  1896. 

Basket  Factory  bought  by  T.  L.  Day,  1896. 

The  Smith  Engineering  & Manufacturing  Co.,  1897. 

STORES. 

A.  G.  Saulsbury  & Bros,  new  store  building,  1888. 

J.  A.  Sigler’s  new  store  building.  1888. 

C.  W.  Jackson’s  store  opened  1892. 

CHURCHES. 

New  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  dedicated  December,  1895. 

St.  Benedict’s  Catholic  Church  dedicated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alfred 
A.  Curtis,  Bishop  of  Wilmington,  July,  1896. 

New  Railroad  station  erected,  1892. 

Ridgely  incorporated,  1896. 

Map  oi;  Ridgely,  1897. 

In  1896,  Ridgely  emerged  from  a village  into  the  dignity  of  a 
town.  It  was  incorporated  as  such,  with  the  following  board  of  town 
commissioners:  Mr.  Sylvester  Smith;  Mr.  T.  W.  Jones;  Dr.  F.  P. 

Herr ; Mr.  T.  L.  Day,  and  Mr.  I.  T.  Saulsbury. 

The  first  map  made  of  the  town  of  Ridgely  is  found  as  a part  of 
the  map  of  Caroline  county,  made  in  1897  by  Mr.  Martin  E.  Sauls- 
bury, civil  engineer.  This  map  shows  that  in  1897  there  were  128 
buildings  in  Ridgely,  made  up  of  numerous  dwelling  houses,  four 
churches,  a number  of  stores  and  shops,  one  two-room  school  house, 
one  railroad  station,  and  two  hotels.  In  addition  to  this,  the  factory 
district  with  its  four  plants,  included  numerous  buildings.  * ‘Trinity’  ’ 
was  made  up  then  of  eleven  buildings, — nine  of  them  dwelling  houses. 
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and  one  school  and  one  church.  Third  avenue  was  only  opened  for 
two  blocks,  therefore  “Rickardstown"  was  not  in  existence,  nor  the 
houses  located  west  and  south  of  it  toward  the  county  road.  Central 
and  First  aveuues  were  opened  on  the  north  beyond  Railroad  avenue, 
but  Maple  avenue  was  the  only  street  on  the  east  side  of  Central  ave- 
nue. The  population  was  approaching  the  700,  given  by  the  1900 
census. 

In  contrast  to  this,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Dr.  Herr’s  reck- 
oning made  in  1883  of  the  preceding  decade,  is  as  follows:  Twenty- 

three  dwelling  houses,  two  stores,  one  carriage  shop,  one  blacksmith 
and  wheelwright  shop,  two  churches,  a or.e-room  school  house,  a fruit 
evaporating  plant,  a saw-mill,  and  a population  of  100. 


ALFRED  SIGLER.  JAMES  A.  PERRY. 

1841-1910.  Postmaster  From  1821-1906.  Settled  in  Ridgely  in  1876 

1897  to  1905.  During  the  First  Decade  of 

its  History. 

THE  PAST  FIFTEEN  YEARS  IN  OUTLINE. 
1897-1907. 

1907-1912. 

Calendar  of  Progress. 

Ridgely’ s greatest  growth  dates  from  the  year  1898. 

Brethren  Church  dedicated,  1898. 
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Herr  and  Swann  Canning  Factory  for  hand-packed  tomatoes,  1899. 
C.  W.  Smith  & Son,  Lumber  dealers,  contractors  and  builders, 

1899. 

T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co.,  incorporated,  1900. 

Ridgely  Flouring  Mills,  J.  D.  Wilson  & Son,  1900. 

The  population  of  Ridgely  was  713  in  1900. 

Kranz  hotel  built,  1901. 

St.  Paul’s  Reformed  Church  re-built,  1901. 

First  newspaper — “The  Caroline  Sun,”  1902. 

Bank  of  Ridgely,  1902. 

The  Diamond  State  Telephone,  1903. 

The  Ridgely  Crystal  Ice  Co. , 1904. 

Ridgely  Water  Works,  1904. 

Farmers  and  Merchants  Telephone  Co.  of  Caroline  county,  1905.' 
Rural  route  established,  1905. 

Fire  Company  organized,  1905. 


CHARLES  H.  WHITBY.  EDWARD  SAULSBURY. 

Eorn  1C47.  An  Farly  Resident  and  1827-1909.  Resident  of  Ridgely  for 
R.  R.  Agent.  Twenty-five  Years. 

Ridgely  P'ruit  Grower’s  Association  organized,  1906. 

Fruit  Grower’s  Association  re-organized,  1908. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  dedicated,  Aug.,  1908. 

Concrete  pavements,  1908. 
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Electric  Light  Plant  installed,  1909. 

Baptist  Church  organized  Oct.,  1909. 

Agricultural  High  School,  1910. 

Armour  & Co.  established  in  Ridgely,  1910. 

The  popuiation  of  Ridgely  was  943  in  1910. 

Armour  & Co’s.  Pieserving  Plant  built,  1911. 

Board  of  Trade  organized,  1911. 

Cement  building  of  Farmers  & Merchants  Telephone  Co.,  erected, 
1911. 

The  Ridgely  Creamery  Co.,  organized  and  plant  built,  1911. 

The  erection  of  a $15,000  Agricultural  High  School  at  Ridgely 
was  provided  for  in  a bill  that  passed  the  Legislature  and  received  the 
Governor’s  signature,  April,  1912. 

An  act  of  the  recent  Legislature  authorized  the  installment  of  a 
sewerage  system  with  modern  disposal  plant,  at  a cost  approximating 
$20,000,  and  provided  a bond  issue  to  pay  for  the  same,  April,  1912. 

Cow  barn  of  the  Idlehour  Dairy  Farm,  1912. 

Summit  Poultry  Farm,  Paul  Holsinger  and  Son,  1912. 

Night  School  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  P.  Herr,  1912. 


A NEW  RIDGELY. 

1867-1917. 

The  founders  of  Ridgely  dared 
to  dream  of  a new  city.  The  citi- 
zens of  to-day  dare  to  dream  of  a 
new  Ridgely — a Ridgely  possible  of 
realization. 

Ridgely  has  its  valuable  factories, 
but  no  public  library  nor  museum  ; 
it  has  its  fine  avenues  and  pave- 
ments, but  no  park  ; it  has  an  at- 
tractive setting,  affording  large 
opportunities  for  effective  treatment 
of  grounds  and  gardens,  but  un- 
sightly spots  are  still  within  its 
borders.  Indeed,  countless  are  the 
directions  in  which  it  is  possible  for 
Ridgely  to  expand  and  develop. 

In  May,  1917,  the  town  will  have 
rounded  out  fifty  years  of  its  exist- 
ence. There  could  be  no  more 
fitting  commemoration  of  this  anni- 
versary than  a Golden  Jubilee — a 
MR.  ard  MRS.  MOSES  BLACKBURN.  Festival  of  Progress — which  cele- 
Among  the  First  Dunkard  Settlers  brated  the  achievement  of  some  of 
in  the  Community.  its  larger  visions  and  outreachings. 

[The  End.] 
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THOS.  L.  DAY,  HIS  CAREER  AND  HIS  HOME. 

A business  career  of  thirty  years  in  Ridgely,  coveri  lg  the  period 
of  its  rise  from  an  obscure  Eastern  Shore  “railroad  settlement”  to  a 
modern  American  municipality,  with  a conspicuous  record  of  activity 
in  public  affairs,  give  Thomas  Lockwood  Day  a foremost  place  in  the 
story  of  the  remarkable  development  of  the  town  and  its  influence 
upon  the  progress  of  the  county.  Since  1882,  when,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one,  he  took  up  his  residence  here,  Mr.  Day  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  varied  interests  of  the  community,  and  his  physical 
and  mental  energy,  sound  judg- 
ment, business  acumen  and  fore- 
sight have  been  invaluable  in  its 
building,  and  in  the  wise  direction 
and  employment  of  the.  material 
and  other  forces  that  have  united  in 
the  great  work  of  unfolding  local 
resources  and  creating  a civic  center 
in  which  the  best  and  most  prac- 
tical ideals  are  supreme.  He  early 
foresaw  the  certain  future  of  this 
territory,  and  in  its  marvelous  agri- 
cultural advance  has  borne  a large 
share.  One  of  our  original  believ- 
ers in  intensive  farming,  he  kept 
pace  with  the  orderly,  scientific  pro- 
gress of  agriculture  and  its  allied 
arts,  and  by  precept  and  example — 
both  richly  repaid  in  the  success  of 
his  individual  operations — demon- 
strated the  worth  and  utility  of  new  THOMAS  L.  DAY. 

methods,  and  their  applicability  to  this  region.  A farmer’s  boy  in 
upper  Caroline,  in  the  old  days  of  primitive  and  poorly-paid  farming, 
Mr.  Day,  by  experience  and  study  and  a rare  faculty  of  making  land 
yield  the  most  profitable  returns,  was  eminently  fitted  to  take  a lead- 
ing part  in  the  development  of  this  agricultural  community  on  the 
most  useful  lines.  He  was  among  the  first  to  introduce  the  culture  of 
cowpeas  and  crimson  clover  to  increase  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the 
hay  yield  ; and  to  prove  the  usefulness  and  adaptability  of  alfalfa 
here.  Some  of  the  most  productive  farms  in  this  vicinity  have  been 
built  up  by  him  from  land  that  once  was  practically  “waste,”  and  he 
still  owns  359  acres.  In  the  course  of  his  farming  operations  he  has 
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owned  and  managed  much  larger  bodies,  but  in  recent  years  has  dis- 
posed of  them  to  others  who,  devoting  themselves  entirely  to  agricul- 
ture, he  thought  were  better  entitled  to  the  holdings  than  a busy  man 
like  himself,  w*ith  other  engrossing  interests.  As  the  second  greatest 
strawberry  shipping  point  on  the  Peninsula,  Ridgely  points  to  Mr. 
Day  as  the  pioneer  in  the  present  method  of  marketing  this  crop. 
Fifteen  years  ago  he  sent  to  New  York  city  the  first  refrigerated  car  of 
strawberries  that  left  the  Peninsula,  and  then  showed  that  the  future 
of  berry  shipments  rested  with  refrigeration.  His  carload  reached  the 
market  in  such  shape  that  it  sold  at  a profit  of  $800,  while  an  unre- 
frigerated carload  did  not  pay  transportation  charges.  He  was  the 
chief  organizer  and  first  president  of  the  Ridgely  Fruit  Growers  Asso- 
ciation— an  organization  of  farmers  on  a co-operative  plan  which  has 
made  stable  and  profitable  the  selling  of  their  products,  and  brought 
to  them  daily  in  the  season  a cash  market  at  ruling  city  prices.  Mr. 


Mr.  Day’s  Residence  on  Central  Avenue. 


Day’s  latest  achievement  in  the  agricultural  world  is  the  invention  of  j 
a clover  harvester,  wThich  is  now  in  its  experimental  stage,  but  pro- 
mises great  results.  A great-uncle  of  Thomas  L-  Day  was  General 
Henry  Hall  Lockwood,  of  Delaware,  a brigade  commander' at  Gettys- 
burg, and  for  many  years,  until  1876,  one  of  the  faculty  at  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis.  ' Leaving  his  father’s  farm  in  1877,  ; 

Mr.  Day  opened  a store  at  Henderson,  a village  near  this  locality 
Later  he  spent  some  time  in  Philadelphia,  and  then  settled  in  Ridgely. 


. 


23 


; 


Until  1888  he  was  interested  in  the  lumber  trade.  In  that  year  he 
established  a canning  factory'and  a basket-making  plant  from  which 
have  grown  the  present  widespread  operations  of  T.  L.  Day,  Swing 
& Co.,  a leading  industry  of  the  Peninsula.  As  a canner,  Mr.  Day 
soon  took  place  among  the  most  successful  men  engaged  in  that  line 
on  the  Peninsula,  and  his  firm  has  conducted  plants  at  other  points. 

In  the  midst  of  his  active  and  engrossing  business  life,  he  has  always 
found  time  to  participate  in  public  affairs,  and  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens  in  his  judgment  and  capabilities  have  been  manifested 
in  their  bestowal  upon  him  of  numerous  posts  of  honor  and  useful- 
ness. As  a constable,  tax  collector  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as 
first  president  of  the  Board  of  Town  Commissioners  of  Ridgely,  as  well 
as  in  other  capacities.  Mr.  Day  from  the  beginning  of  his  life  in  this 
community,  has  been  useful  to  the  people.  In  1893  he  was  elected 
County  Commissioner,  where  his  skill  in  finance  and  dependable  quali- 
ties were  of  much  service  to  Caroline,  and  in  1899  he  was  chosen  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Orphan’s  Court.  Four  years  later  he  became 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  and  in  all  these  positions  fully  justified  the,;  * ; 
discriminating  popular  vote  which  put  him  in  them. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Day  was  a noted  Methodist  preacher  of 
the  Peninsula,  Rev.  Matthias  Day,  of  Delaware,  and  his  father,  the 
late  William  Day,  was  in  early  life  a resident  of  St.  Louis  and  New 
Orleans.  Returning  to  the  Peninsula,  the  elder  Day  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  He  married  Rebecca  Rose,  of 
Delaware. 

Mr.  Day’s  home  is  on  Central  avenue.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Pastorfield,  of  Talbot  County,  in  1879,  and  they  have  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Beulah  Shannahan,  wife  of  John  H.  K.  Shannahan,  Jr.,  of 
Sparrow’s  Point,  Maryland,  who  is  connected  with  the  Maryland  Steel 
Company,  and  is  a writer  of  reputation  ; and  Mrs.  Mattie  Herzog,  wife 
of  Charles  L.  Herzog,  of  Ridgely,  the  famous  third  baseman  of 
New  York  National  League  Base  Ball  Club. 

Mr.  Day  is  prominent  in  county  finance,  being  a director  of  the 
Peoples’  National  Bank,  of  Denton,  of  which  he  was  a charter  member 
at  its  organization  in  1898,  and  a director  of  the  Caroline  County 
Bank,  of  Greensboro,  which  he  also  helped  to  organize  in  1904.  He 
is  a member  of  Temple  Lodge  of  Masons,  of  Denton;  and  of  Chesa- 
peake Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  Easton. 
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SAULSBURY  BROTHERS  AND  THEIR 
GIGANTIC  ENTERPRISES. 


IRWIN  T.  SAULSBURY.  ALBERT  G.  SAULSBURY. 

The  two  members  of  the  firm  of  Saulsbury  Bros,  are  the  only  sur- 
viving sons  of  the  late  James  K.  Saulsbury,  a pioneer  settler  of  Ridge- 
ly.  In  1883  A.  G.  and  I.  T.  Saulsbury,  when  but  22  and  20  years  of 
age,  bought  out  the  mercantile  business  of  their  father  and  started 
upon  the  career  which  has  placed  them  in  the  front  rank  of  Eastern 
Shore  business  men.  At  present  their  general  store,  carrying  a srock 
valued  at  about  $30,000,  plays  but  a small  part  in  their  business. 

As  early  as  1885  farming  attracted  them,  and  with  the  purchase  of 
the  Swift  farm  of  155  acres  at  $15.00  per  acre,  they  began  their  vari- 
ous agricultural  enterprises.  To-day  they  have  about  4,500  acres  of 
land  under  cultivation,  devoted  to  the  raising  of  products  for  their 
canning  factories  as  well  as  to  regular  fanning.  This  land  includes  a 
number  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  namely,  Carmarthian,  Mar- 
blehead, Cherry  Hill,  Hollywood,  and  the  Emerson  farm. 

In  1894,  in  partnership  with  a younger  brother,  the  late  Nehemi- 
ah  R.  Saulsbury,  they  started  the  Saulsbury  Bros.’  Canning  Factories, 
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the  first  year  packing  about  7,000  or  8,000  cases  of  tomatoes  at  their 
Ridgely  plant.  Gradually  peas  and  corn  were  added  to  their  list,  the 
Ridgely  plant  was  extended  and  factories  were  built  at  Cordova  and 
Oakland,  The  present  output  of  the  Caroline  Brand  is  100,000  cases 
of  gallon  tomatoes,  50,000  cases  of  peas,  and  50,000  cases  of  corn. 

The  making  of  tin  cans  is  an  industry  extensively  carried  on  at 
their  Ridgely  factory. 


“Idlehour”  Dairy  Barn,  Located  at  Ridgely. 


Saulsbury  Bros,  are  now  interested  in  the  dairying  industry,  and 
have  just  completed  on  their  Idlehour  Dairy  Farm  adj'oining  the  Ar- 
mour Preserving  Station,  a modern  cow  barn  with  two  silos — one  of 
the  largest  and  most  complete  structures  of  the  kind  in  the  country. 
Fifty  Guernsey  cows  and  a registered  bull  are  kept  there,  and  shortly 
they  are  to  add  a house  for  the  testing  and  separating  of  cream  that 
the  value  of  each  cow's  output  may  be  definitely  known.  They  hope 
to  be  able  through  this  large  dairying  plant  to  demonstrate  that  the 
retaining  of  the  fertility  of  land  is  absolutely  dependent  upon  the 
keeping  of  stock. 

They  have  on  their  pay  roll  107  regular  employees  the  year  round, 
in  addition  to  the  summer  factory  force  of  about  400  people.  The  vol- 
ume of  their  business  is  about  $400,000  a year.  These  figures  give 
some  idea  of  the  value  of  their  enterprises  to  the  community. 

Mr.  I.  T.  Saulsbury  has  found  time  in  the  midst  of  the  heavy  de- 
mands upon  him  to  serve  his  town  as  commissioner  for  a number  of 
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terms,  and  thus  was  a strong  influence  in  securing  the  waterworks  and 
pavements.  He  is  now  on  the  Board  working  for  sewerage,  a move- 
ment which  was  inaugurated  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Saulsbury  in  1910,  who 
was  at  that  time  one  of  the  town  commissioners. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Saulsbury  is  now  manager  of  the  new  Ridgely  Cream- 
ery, vice-president  of  the  Fruit  Exchange,  a director  of  the  Peninsu- 
lar Light  & Power  Co.  and  a director  and  vice-president  of  the  Bank 
of  Ridgely. 


Rear  View  of  Saulsbury  Bios.’  Corn  and  Pea  Cannery. 
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View  of  Saulsbury  Bros.’  Canning  Plant  and  Office  Building  at  Ridgely. 


View  of  Orrell  Saulsbury’s  Canning  Plant  at  Tuckahoe. 

Tuckahoe,  a small  town  enjoying  the  advantage  of  its  position  between 
Denton  and  Ridgely,  was  located  to  give  the  farms  of  Tuckahoe  Neck 
(The  Gaiden  Spot  of  Caroline  County)  a more  convenient  outlet  for 
their  products.  Probably  the  largest  industry  of  the  town  is  the  can- 
ning factory  shown  in  the  accompanying  picture.  It  has  a capacity  of 
about  10,000  casesof  peas  and  25,000  cases  of  tomatoes  during  a season. 


Saulsbury  Brcs.’  Large  Store  Building. 
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Private  Homes  of  the  Saulsbury  Brothers. 


I.  T.  Saulsbury’s  Residence — The  Saulsbury  Homestead. 


A.  G.  Salisbury's  Residence. 
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RIDGELY  THEN  AND  NOW. 


In  1883,  sand,  sand-bers  and  sedge-grass  were  preponderating 
products  of  the  mile-square  that  now  constitutes  the  borough  of  Ridge- 
ly.  Where  sedge-grass  then  grew  the  various  clovers  now  luxuriant- 
ly bloom.  The  white  and  comparatively  loamless  sand  has  been  chang- 
ed into  dark,  productive,  sandy  loam. 

Then  was  to  be  seen  the  ox-cart  of  slow  and  lazy  pace;  the  rickety 
road-cart  shambling  along  drawn  by  horse  or  mule  whose  specific  grav- 
ity consisted  chiefly  of  bones.  Now  the  ox-cart  has  gone;  the  bony 
horse  and  mule  have  mostly  disappeared,  and  animals  of  flesh  and 
blood,  of  vigor,  strength  and  beauty,  are  numerous  in  the  land;  then 
marshes,  ponds  and  mosquitoes,  with  all  their  attendant  ills,  not  least 


among  them,  malarial  chills,  thickly  abounded.  Now  the  water- 
soaked  land  is  drained  and  fertile  and  generously  responds  to  tillage 
of  many  useful  products  of  the  soil.  These,  a few,  of  the  many  im- 
provements in  our  town  and  vicinity  we  have  brought  about  without 
half  trying;  what  could  we  have  accomplished  if  we  had  really  tried  ? 

F.  P.  HERR. 


Dr.  Herr’s  Residence  on  Central  Avenue. 
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Incorporated  as  the  Ridgely  Savings  Bank  September  10,  1902, 
this  financial  institution  of  our  town  has  been  in  operation  nine  and 
a-half  years,  and  its  successful  management  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
its  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  in  the  last  official  statement  to  the 
Maryland  Bank  Commissioner,  aggregated  $5,967.07,  or  (6-tenths)  of 
the  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  Deposits  reached  $85294.41,  including 
savings  and  special  deposits  of  $40,745.60;  individual  $29,773.70,  and 
certificates  of  deposit,  $14,775.11.  Total  resourcesreach  $128,627.17. 

The  name  of  the  bank  was 
changed  by  legislative  char- 
ter in  1904  to  Bank  of 
Ridgely.  The  original  in- 
corporators were  Charles  F. 
Smith,  William  W.  Seward, 
Thomas  A.  Smith,  Irwin 
T.  Saulsbury,  William  E. 
Orrell.  John  A.  Sigler, 
David  P.  Holsinger.  Thos. 
A.  Smith  ■was  elected  the 
first  president,  and  upon 
his  resignation  in  1905  was 
followed  by  the  late  John 
A.  Sigler,  at  whose  death 
in  1910,  William  W.  Sew- 
ard, the  present  president, 
was  chosen.  The  first 
cashier  was  Harry  Gibson, 
a son  of  Joseph  W.  Gibson, 
the  present  cashier,  whose 
service  began  in  March, 
1905.  Charles  W.  Jackson 
is  secretary  of  the  board  of 
directors,  which  includes 
President  Seward,  A.  G. 

The  Bank  of  Ridgely.  Saulsbury,  John  M.  Swing, 

John  T.  Stevenson,  William  E.  Orrell,  Joseph  M.  Short  and  Thomas 
B.  Starkey.  Paying  4^  per  cent,  interest  on  certificates  of  deposit, 
and  4 per  cent,  on  savings  deposits,  the  bank  has  been  an  important 
factor  of  the  thrift  and  progress  of  this  section. 
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Dr.  Stephen  Stoddard  Stone,  from  1897  to  1910  was  a practi- 
tioner in  Ridgely,  and  prominent  in  his  profession  in  this  section  of 
the  Eastern  Shore.  Desiring  to  engage  in  agriculture,  he  established 
himself  at  his  country  estate,  “Hillanddale,”  three  miles  northwest  of 
Ridgely,  in  the  Seventh  district.  Here  Dr.  Stone,  while  not  entirely 
relinquishing  the  practice  of  medicine,  has  devoted  himself  to  improv- 
ing the  farm,  and  to  gradually  taking  up  dairying  on  a considerable 
scale.  His  stock  is  entirely  Guernseys,  pure-bred  and  grade,  and  he 
is  an  enthusiastic  believer  in  the  great  future  of  the  Guernsey  in  this 
section.  Dr.  Stone  is  a native  of  Massachusetts.  His  mother  was  of 
the  Maryland  Stoddard  family,  and  he  was  educated  in  medicine  at 


Farm  Home  of  Dr.  Stone. 


the  School  of  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  graduating  in 
the  class  of  1894.  He  began  practice  in  Baltimore.  “Hillanddale,” 
one  of  the  most  attractive  rural  residences  in  this  locality,  is  a part  of 
the  ancient  “Carmarthian”  tract,  surveyed  in  1710.  Mrs.  Stone  was 
formerly  Miss  - Katherine  E.  Wheatley,  daughter  of  William  F. 
Wheatley,  of  Baltimore,  for  thirty  years  secretary  of  the  Corn  and 
Flour  Exchange  of  that  city,  and  widely  known  throughout  the 
State. 
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T.  Frank  Seward,  of  “Dreamland,”  former  sheriff  of  Caroline 
County,  is  a son  of  the  late  Joshua  Henry  Seward,  of  Queen  Anne’s, 
who  some  years  before  his  death,  in  1900,  moved  to  the  Hackett  farm, 
in  the  Seventh  district.  Mr.  Seward  was  a noted  fanner  in  his  day, 
and  his  sons,  William  W.  Seward,  and  T.  Frank  Seward,  have  been 
■conspicuous  in  the  agricultural  development  of  this  vicinity.  The  lat- 
ter gives  much  attention  to  strawberries  and  vegetables.  His  place, 
“Dreamland,”  is  a part  of  the  old  “Job’s  Field”  tract,  containing 
ninety  acres,  on  the  road  to  Oakland,  two  miles  north  of  town. 
A handsome  residence  upon  it  was  built  by  Mr.  Frank  Seward, 
In  1905  he  was  elected  sheriff.  Prior  to  that  he  had  been  agent  here 
for  the  Howard  interests,  owning  part  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Rev, 
Greenbury  W.  Ridgely. 


After  spending  two  years  in  Denton,  in  the  sheriff’s  office,  Mr. 
Seward  returned  to  the  Seventh  district,  and  in  addition  to  his  farm- 
ing operations,  has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  is  a direc- 
tor of  the  Ridgely  Creamery.  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Gibson,  of  Ridgely, 
and  Mrs.  Howard  Barwick,  of  Sudlersville,  are  sisters  of  Mr.  Seward. 
Mrs.  Seward  was  formerly  Miss  Annie  Rolph,  of  Hillsboro,  and  they 
have  two  daughters  and  one  son.  Miss  Mildred  Seward  is  a student 
at  St.  Gertrude’s  Academy,  and  Miss  Ella  Seward  a graduate  of  Gol- 
dey’s  College,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 


Mr.  Seward’s  Country  Home. 


Chief  Judge  J.  Olin  Clark,  of  the  Orphans’  Court  of  Caroline 
County,  resides  at  "The  Lindens,’’  his  handsome  country-seat  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty  acres,  four  miles  from  Ridgely.  This  is  known 
throughout  this  part  of  the  Maryland-Delaware  Peninsula  as  Qne  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  and  it  has  been  under  the  management 
of  Judge  Clark  for  twenty-one  years.  When  he  began  his  career  as 
an  agriculturist  on  this  farm,  once  a part  of  the  Bourne  estate,  little 
had  been  done  outside  of  the  immediate  neighborhood  along  the  lines 
of  development,  the  results  of  which  are  now  so  evident  around  Ridge- 
ly, and  "The  Lindens”  has  been  a landmark  in  the  agricultural  prog- 
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JUDGE  J.  OLIN  CLARK. 


ress  of  this  end  of  Caroline.  Judge  Clark  was  the  first  farmer  in  this 
section  to  build  a silo  and  to  show  the  great  possibilities  of  the  dairy 
business.  In  strawberry  culture,  the  growing  of  wheat,  potatoes, 
tomatoes,  corn  and  other  noted  crops  of  this  locality,  he  has  been  a 
leader  in  the  application  of  new  ideas,  and  in  demonstrating  the  value 
of  intensive  farming.  For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  canning 
business,  with  his  establishment  on  the  farm,  and  the  “Linden  Farm’’ 
brand  of  tomatoes  packed  by  him  had  a wide  reputation. 

Judge  Clark  was  born  in  1868,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns,  being 
a son  of  Mr.  William  J.  Clark  and  Mrs.  Hennie  (Coppage)  Clark. 
His  mother  was  from  Queen  Anne’s  county,  and  a member  of  a wide- 
ly-known family.  Both  his  father  and  his  grandfather,  the  late  James 
T.  Clark,  were  leading  citizens  of  their  day.  He  married  Miss  Sallie 
Rickards,  daughter  of  the  late  James  S.  Rickards,  of  this  county,  and 
they  have  two  children — a daughter,  Miss  Miriam  Clark,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  Caroline  High  School  last  year,  and  a son,  J. 
Olin  Clark,  Jr. 

Selected  in  1903  as  a candidate  for  the  Orphans’  Court  bench, 
Judge  Clark  was  elected  with  an  excellent  poll,  and  at  the  end  of  his 
four  years’  term  in  1907  was  re-elected.  He  was  chosen  to  the  same 
position  last  year,  and  made  Chief  Judge.  In  this  important  place  of 
trust,  the  sound  judgment  and  dependable  qualities  of  Judge  Clark 
have  made  him  known  to  the  people  of  the  entire  county  and  have 
given  him  their  confidence;  and  his  official  course  has  met  with  the 
popular  approbation,  as  manifested  by  his  successive  elections. 
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One  of  the  sturdy  farmers  of  the  Ridgely  neighborhood  Is  Bene- 
dict Weaver,  who  came  here  in  1885,  and  has  since  been  actively  pur- 
suing the  vocation  of  agriculture.  His  productive  and  well-kept  farm 
is  within  a mile  of  the  town.  Like  many  other  successful  men  in  this 
territory,  Mr.  Weaver  has  given  time  aud  thought  to  strawberry  cul- 
ture, and  in  growing  this  fruit  has  shown  the  value  of  careful  culti- 
vation and  intelligent  methods.  In  general  farming,  he  has  adhered 


Mr.  Weaver’s  Farm  Home. 

closely -to  proven  lines,  and  bis  products  have  always  been  noted  for 
their  quality.  Mr.  Weaver  was  in  his  earlier  years  a resident  of  Beth- 
lehem, Pennsylvania.  He  is  62  years  old,  and  daily  gives  his  person- 
al attention  to  the  185  acres  he  possesses.  Before  leaving  Pennsylva- 
nia, he  married  Miss  Mary  C.  Kichline,  and  their  family  includes 
seven  children, -six  daughters  and  one  son,  Robert  B.  Weaver.  Mr. 
Weaver  is  connected,  with  the  Reformed  Church. 


DAVID  EATON. 

David  Eaton,  a gentleman  who  rejoices  in  a host  of  friends  in  the 
community  in  which  he  dwells,  is  an  entergetic,  industrious  farmer 
near  Ridgely.  Mr.  Eaton  was  born  in  Baltimore  in  1856,  and  came  to 
Caroline  county  in  1862,  where  be  remained  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  manhood.  Then  he  decided  to  try  the  life  of  the  “Westerner,” 
and  for  seventeen  years  he  lived  in  the  far  western  States.  In  1895 
he  returned  to  Maryland  and  occupied  a beautiful  tract  of  land  near 
Ridgely,  known  as  “Ellendale  Farm,”  where  he  has  since  remained 
as  proprietor.  “Ellendale  Farm”  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation 
for  the  products  grown  thereon,  of  which  strawberries  are  a specialty. 
Mr.  Eaton  says  there  is  no  place  like  “Maryland,  My  Maryland;” 
and  there  are  thousands  of  residents  in  Caroline  county  who  fully 
agree  with  him. 
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For  the  past  eight  years  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Haymaker  has  practiced 
dentistry  in  this  section  of  the  county  with  distinction  and  success. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery, 
at  Philadelphia,  in  1895,  having  been  a student  in  . Laird’s  Institute 
and  other  Pittsburg  schools  prior  to  entering  the  dental  college  in  1892. 
He  was  born  in  Pittsburg  in  1872,  and  returned  there  after  spending 
four  years  in  professional  work  in  Philadelphia,  coming  here  in  1904. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Wilbur  F.  Litch  Society  of  Stomatology , Phil- 
adelphia; and  of  the  Maryland  State  Dental  Society,  a Mason  and 
Knight  of  the  Golden  Eagle.  The  Haymaker  family  is  an  old  one  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  Dr.  Haymaker’s  grandfather,  John  Haymaker,  was 
a ruling  elder  of  the  Murraysville  Presbyterian  Church,  and  repre- 
sented his  district  frequently  in  the 
General  Assembly.  John  Hayma- 
ker’s mother,  as  a child,  was  made 
prisoner  by  the  Indians  in  April, 

1779,  being  carried  with  her  par- 
ents to  Detroit,  and  turned  over  to 
General  Batler.  The  father  and 
mother  were  taken  into  Canada  ^nd 
held  by  the  British  until  the  end  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  while  the 
little  girl,  adopted  by  an  Indian 
tribe,  remained  with  them  seven 
years,  "when  the  family  was  re- 
united in  western  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Haymaker’s  father,  also  named 
John,  served  throughout  the  Civil 
War  as  a corporal  in  Company  A, 
of  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  and  was  wounded  at 
Nelson’s  Farms. 

On  October  12,  1895,  Dr.  Haymaker  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Laird,  of  Harford  county,  Md.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  four 
children,  namely:  Dorothy  A.,  Helen  Lewis,  Charles  A.  and  Joseph 
M.,  Jr.,  who  are  the  pride  and  joy  of  their  parents.  The  Misses  Hay- 
maker, Dorothy  and  Helen,  are  attending  the  Ridgely  High  School. 


DR.  HAYMAKER. 
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One  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Ridgely  is  Mr.  Charles  F. 
Smith,  who,  with  Mr.  Paul  Holsinger,  is  engaged  in  the  canning 
industry.  Mr.  Smith  had  been  connected  for  some  years,  as  a partner, 
with  the  Alliance  Preserving  Company  before  he  took  an  active  share 
in  the  affairs  of  the  company,  which  consisted  of  the  late  Judge  John 

A.  Sigler,  Mr.  Holsinger  and  him- 
self. The  surviving  partners,  on 
January  1,  1912,  purchased  the 
interest  formerly  held  by  Judge 
Sigler.  Mr.  Smith  is  a son  of  the 
late  Sylvester  Smith  and  Mary 
(Williams)  Smith,  pioneer  residents 
of  this  community,  who  came  from 
Delaware.  He  was  born,  July  31, 
1860,  on  the  family  homestead,  and 
lived  there  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  23,  when  he  gave  up  farming  to 
enter  business  for  himself.  After 
being  local  agent  for  five  years  of 
the  Williams  & Clark  Fertilizer 
Company,  of  New  York,  he  became 
a general  agent  and  salesman  for 
the  same  firm,  and  remained  with 
them  in  that  capacity  for  twenty 
MR.  CHARLES  F.  SMITH.  years.  Then  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion toward  the  canning  trade.  For  a quarter  of  a century  Mr. 
Smith  has  been  an  enthusiastic  exponent  of  strawberry  culture,  and 
now  has  fifty  acres  of  fine  fruit.  He  has  been  influential  in  helping 
to  make  Ridgely  one  of  the  greatest  berry  markets  on  the  Peninsula. 
Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Carrie  Cline,  and  his  family  includes  two 
daughters  and  a son. 
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Charles  W.  Jackson,  for  thirty-seven  years  a general  merchant  in 
“Queen  Anne’s  and  Caroline  counties,  has  since  1892  been  prominent 
in  the  business  and  civic  life  of  Ridgely,  and  influential  in  the  making 
of  the  town  of  today.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  operations,  he  is 
interested  in  farming,  and  now  owns  400  acres  of  land  which  he  has 

developed  to  a high  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness.  Prudent  and  enter- 
prising, Mr.  Jackson,  with  his  fine 
business  qualifications,  has  been  of 
singular  usefulness  in  the  commu- 
nity; and  his  sympathy  and  co- 
operation are  always  evidenced  in 
worthy  public  or  private  movements. 
He  is  a trustee,  of  .the.  Methodist. 
Episcopal  Church,  and  his  family 
consists  of  Mrs.  Jackson  and  three 
children.  Mrs.  Jackson  was  Miss 
Emma  Leager,  daughter  of  Robert 
Leager,  of  Ingleside,  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Jackson  taking  place  in  1889. 
Born  at  Ingleside,  (Queen  Anne’s 
County),  July  28,  1855,  the  son  of 
Richard  Jackson,  a well-known  cit- 
izen of  that  region,  Mr.  Jackson  in 
C.  W.  JACKSON.  1873  went  to  Goldsboro  as  a clerk 

for  John  Y.  Graham.  In  the  following  year  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Wilson  Baxter,  a merchant  at  Barclay,  and  in  1875  he  began  business 
for  himself  at  Ingleside,  then  known  as  Beaver  Dams.  Eight  years 
later,  Mr.  Jackson  became  a merchant  at  Templeville,  in  Caroline 
county,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Ridgely'  in  1892.  He  is  a direc- 
tor of  the  Bank  of  Ridgely. 


Among  the  few  remaining  pioneer  settlers  who  are  now  residing 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ridgely,  there  is  no  more  unique  character  to  be 
found  than  Henry'  Wood,  who  was  born  and  still  resides  on  the  farm, 
and  in  the  same  house  he  inherited  from  his  father’s  estate.  This 
homestead,  which  contains  150  acres  of  land  and  necessary  buildings, 
was  purchased  by  our  subject’s  father  over  a hundred  years  ago.  The 
accompanying  illustrated  cut  shows  the  same  dwelling  that  was  thereon 
and  has  been  occupied  by  the  present  owner  for  78  years.  The  birth  of 
Mr.  Wood  occurred  in  the  year  1834;  his  parents  being  Thomas  and 
Kaizer  (Morgan)  Wood.  The  father  was  a native  of  England,  who 
in  the  early  years  of  manhood,  left  the  King’s  Dominion  for  the  land 
of  the  “free  and  equal,”  locating  in  Tuckahoe  Neck,  near  “Goose 
Pond”  prior  to  the  year  1800,  where  he  resided  until  he  purchased 
the  present  Wood  homestead.  Henry  Wood’s  father  died  when  he 
was  in  the  tender- years  of  childhood,  he  being  one  of  9 children  left 
in  the  care  of  his  widowed  mother. 


Mr.  Wood’s  Residence,  Near  Ridgely. 

In  the  year  1S60,  Henry  Wood  married  Miss  Allazener  Slaugh- 
ter, daughter  of  William  Slaughter,  of  Talbot  county.  Ten  children 
have  blessed  their  union,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  Wood’s 
life  has  probably  been  the  most  uneventful  of  any  citizen  now  living  in 
this  section  of  Caroline  county.  He  has  never  held  an  office  of  any 
kind;  never  was  a witness  in  a court  of  justice;  never  was  drawn  on  a 
jury  panel;  never  voted  other  than  the  straight  Democratic  ticket; 
never  was  on  a steamboat  until  the  year  1896,  w7hen  he  went  to  Balti- 
more, the  only  time  he  was  ever  in  a city.  The  experiences  of  this 
trip  influenced  him  to  remain  at  home  until  the  summer  of  1911,  when 
at  the  earnest  solicitations  of  his  friends,  he  ventured  on  an  excursion 
train  to  Rehoboth  Beach,  Delaware,  the  first  and  only  time  he  was 
ever  on  a train. 
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Mr  Isaac  E.  Mason  came  to  Ridgely  eight  years  ago  from  Queen 
Anne’s  county  and  engaged  in  business  as  a wholesale  manufacturer 
of  ice  cream,  in  which  line  he  has  developed  a large  trade  in  this 
vicinity,  and  along  the  Delaware  & Chesapeake  Railway.  In  supply- 
ing weddings,  festivals,  and  other  joyous  occasions  with  this  requisite 


Mr.  Mason’s  Home  and  Business  Place. 


delicacy,  Mr.  Mason  has  become  an  indispensable  member  of  the  com- 
munity. His  headquarters  are  in  the  former  Lucas -Hotel  property, 
one  of  the  landmarks  of  Ridgely,  on  Railroad  avenue.  Mr.  MasOn  is 
a native  of  •Queen  Anne’s  and  until  his  removal  here  was  occupied  in 
farming  pursuits  near  Ruthsburg.  In  1889  he  married  Miss  Laura 
Smith,  a daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Smith,  of  Templeville. 

According  to  the  reckoning  of  Mr.  Leo  Meginney,  Ridgely  now 
has  in  1912,  213  residences;  35  business  places,  including  stores  and 
shops;  13  manufacturing  plants  and  industrial  enterprises,  including 
canning,  fruit  preserving,  basket  making,  tin  can  making,  the  manu- 
facture of  machinery,  the  production  of  flour,  and  ice,  a creamery  and 
a dairy  plant,  14  offices  and  office  buildings,  including  the  office  of  the 
town  commissioners,  6 storage  or  warehouses,  6 churches,  2 school 
buildings,  2 recreation  centers  and  amusement  places,  2 lodge  rooms, 
one  newspaper,  one  bank,  one  postoffice,  one  town  hall,  one  telephone 
exchange  building,  one  lumber  yard,  and  a volunteer  fire  company, 
with  power  house  and  pumping  station. 
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“Oak  Lawn,”  the  home  of  Mr.  John  K.  Lynch,  is  a colonial 
estate  in  the  neighborhood  of  “The  Plains,”  now  the  site  of  St.  Ger- 
trude’s Academy,  the  former  home  of  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Bourne.  “Oak 
Lawn”  was  a part  of  her  ancestral  possessions,  coming  to  her  through 
her  grandfather.  Benjamin  Sylvester.  The  fine  Maryland  mansion  at 

“Oak  Lawn,”  of  brick,  standing 
in  a wide  grove  of  the  spreading 
trees  from  which  it  is  named,  was 
built  in  1783  by  Mr.  Sylvester,  and 
on  one  of  the  gables  are  the  letters 
and  figures,  ”B.  S.  1783.”  Mrs. 
Bourne  was  born  in  this  house,  it  is 
said.  She  died  in  1881  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  one  of  her  heirs  being 
che  late  Allen  Thorndike  Rice, 
editor  of  the  North  American  Re- 
view. This  distinguished  literary 
man  was  Mrs.  Bourne’s  grandson, 
and  much  of  his  boyhood  was  passed 
in  this  section  of  Caroline  county, 
and  in  the  mansion  at  “Oak  Lawn.” 
At  the  division  of  the  Bourne 
estate  several  farms  were  carved 
out  of  it,  and  after  passing  through 
MR.  JOHN  K.  LYNCH.  various  hands,  the  “Oak  Lawn” 

mansion  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  came  into  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Lynch  three  years  ago.  He  has  made  the  farm  one 
of  the  most  productive  and  valuable  in  his  neighborhood.  Last  year 
his  son,  Francis,  in  a corn-growing  contest  among  the  public  school 
pupils  Caroline  county,  won  the  first  prize,  with  124  bushels  to  the  acre. 
A replica  of  “Oak  Lawn”  is  on  the  silver  service  presented  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Baltimore  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  as  one  of  the  historic 
estates  of  this  county.  The  farm  is  two  and  a-half  miles  from  Ridge- 
ly,  and  when  the  Rev.  Greenbury  W.  Ridgely  came  to  this  section 
he  made  his  residence  at  this  place.  Afterward  it  was  the  home  of 
his  son,  the  late  William  Short  Ridgely.  The  elder  Ridgely  once 
practiced  law  in  Kentucky  as  a partner  of  Henry  Clay,  and  he  brought 
to  “Oak  Lawn”  the  most  valuable  library  then  known  in  this  part  of 
Maryland,  and  here  he  spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  companionship 
of  his  books,  and  of  the  sylvan  beauties  df  Nature. 

Mr.  Lynch  has  long  been  known  as  one  of'  the  most  progressive 
and  successful  farmers  in  this  section.  He  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  but  has  lived  in  Caroline  county  since  boyhood.  He  has  been 
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prominently  identified  with  every  movement -for  the  advancement  of 
Ridgely  and  vicinity  for  twenty  years  ; was  one  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Ridgely  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  and  nas  served  on  its  board 
of  directors  since  its  organization.  He  is  president  of  the  Ridgely 
Creamery  Company,  and  a wideawake  business  man  ; but  engrossing 
as  these  activities  are,  he  has  given  personal  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  several  fine  farms  he  has  owned"  in  .the  county.  His 
holdings  now  are  large.  At  “Oak  Lawn’’  he;  has  a- most  interesting 
family.  He  married  Miss  Anna  Bechtel,. -a  daughter . of  .the  present 
Mrs.  Dayid  S.  Stayer,  and  four  boys  and  four  girls  form'  his  house- 
hold. Mr.  Lawrence  L\*nch  is  one  of  the  postoffice  force  at  Ridgely-; 


Mr.  John  K.  Lynch’s  Fine  Residence. 

Francis  and  Joseph  are  aids  of  their  father  in  the  management  of 
“Oak  Lawn  ;’’  Miss  Lora  Lynch  is  a teacher  in  the  county  schools, 
and  a graduate  of  St.  Gertrude’s  Academy,  “The  Plains  ;’’  Miss  Anna 
Lynch  is  now  a student  there  ; Joseph  is  thirteen,  and  three  of  the 
children  are  younger. 

Mr.  Lynch  is  a son  of  Mr.  Owen  Lynch,  now  living  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years,  in  Ridgely,  and  still  hale  and  hearty.  Since  1871 
Mr.  Owen  Lynch  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  industrial  life  of 
Ridgely.  A native  of  the  County  Cavan,  in  Ireland,  he  came  to  this 
country  in  early  manhood,  married  Miss  Anne  Kelly,  of  New7  York 
State  and  has  raised  his  family  in  Maryland.  The  eldest  son,  Mr. 
Daniel  C.  Lynch,  is  a farmer  on  the  old  homestead,  a half-mile  from 
town,  and  his  youngest,  Mr.  Eugene  Lynch,  is  a merchant  and  station 
agent  at  Downes,  on  the  Maryland,  Delaware  & Chesapeake  Railway. 
Mr.  John  K.  Lynch  is  the  second  son,  and  the  one  daughter  is  Mrs. 
Louis  J.  Knotts,  whose  husband  is  a resident  of  Ridgely,  and  general 
traveling  agent  for  the  American  Seed  Machine  Company. 
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Dr.  J.  Charles  Madara,  who  has  been  practicing  medicine  in 
Ridgely  for  thirteen  years,  is  a native  of  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Baltimore,  in  1898.  His  literary  education  was  received  at 
Gettysburg  College,  on  the  noted  Pennsylvania  battlefield.  For  a 
year  after  leaving  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Dr.  Madara 
served  as  resident  physician  in  Mercy  Hospital,  Baltimore.  He  was 
born  November  25,  1871.  Dr.  Madara  has  achieved  notable  success 

in  his  profession,  and  has  been 
especially  interested  in  sanitation 
aiid  preventive  medicine.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Medical  and  Chirur- 
gical  Faculty  of  Maryland,  and  of 
the  Caroline  County  Medical 
Society,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  meetings  and  work  of 
:hese  societies.  Dr.  Madara  is 
connected  with  the  Medical  Corps 
of  the  Maryland  National  Guard, 
holding  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant 
on  the  staff  of  the  First  Regiment. 
Five  generations  of  the  Madaia 
family  are  now  living,  his  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  Eliza  Fries,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, being  now  in  her  eighty- 
eighth  year.  His  two  sons,  Freder- 
ick Garland  and  Jacob  Charles,  Jr., 
are  in  the  fourth  generation  Dr. 

DR.  J.  C.  MADARA.  Madara  has  been  identified  with 

many  worthy  movements  for  the  advancement  of  the  community, 
both  in  his  professional  capacity  and  as  a public-spirited  citizen. 
While  his  extensive  practice  and  professional  activities  make  heavy 
demands  upon  his  time,  he  is  a believer  in  recreation,  and  takes 
a keen  interest  in  all  kinds  of  sports.  He  has  owned  some  very 
highly  bred  bird  dogs. 
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A fine  example  of  the  sturdy  and 
successful  farmers  of  this  vicinity  is 
W.  H.  B.  Kauffman, who  came  here 
from  Bedford  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  1889,  being  one  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  a noted  number  of  new 
accessions  to  Caroline  County  citi- 
zenship to  locate  around  Ridgely 
at  that  period.  Mr.  Kauffman  be- 
gan farming  on  a tract  of  55  acres, 
and  now  owns  three  productive  and 
excellently-managed  farms,  a tim- 
ber tract  in  the  Second  district, 
town  property,  and  has  amassed  a 
competence.  Recently  he  has  made 
his  home  in  Ridgely,  on  Central 
avenue.  In  trucking  and  the  small 
fruitindustry  Mr.  Kauffman  achiev- 
W.  H.  B.  KAUFFMAN.  ed  remarkable  results.  He  was 

born  in  1855.  Twenty-eight  years  ago,  in  Pennsylvania,  he  married 
Miss  Amanda  Eelrick,  a native  of  Blair  County,  and  daughter  of  Mr. 
William  Detrick,  of  near  Hollidaysburg.  The  accompanying  picture 
is  of  Mr.  Kauffman’s  farm  home. 


: 


Farm  Home  of  Mr.  Kauffman,  Near  Ridgely. 


L 
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Mr.  Newton  F.  Kern,  proprietor  of  the  “North  View  Poultry  and 
Dairy  Farm,”  a half-mile  south  of  Ridgely,  specializes,  on  the  poultry 
side  of  his  business,  in  egg  production.  With  a thousand  hensr 
exclusively  Rhode  Island  Reds  and  White  Wyandottes,  he  supplies 
special  buyers  in  Philadelphia  with  fresh  eggs.  He  is  widely  recog- 
nized as  an  authority  on  ‘‘the  laying  hen,”  and  is  noted  among  the 
pioneers  in  this  territory  in  the  industry  of  furnishing  eggs  direct ; 
to  large  city  customers.  In  dairying,  Mr.  Kern  relies  altogether  on 
Guernseys.  He  came  to  Caroline  county  thirty-one  years  ago  from 
Allentown-,  in  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  settling  near  Greensboro, 


Mr.  Kern’s  Country  Home. 


and  taking  up  general  farming.  Sixteen  years  ago  he  removed  to  his 
present  location,  ne^r  Ridgely.  Mrs.  Kern  was  a Miss  Alderefer,  j 
daughter  of  a farmer  in  the  Greensboro  neighborhood  ; and  two  grown 
sons,  Clarence  and  Henry,  live  at  home  with-  their  parents.  Mr. 
Kern  is  55  years  old,  active  and  enterprising,  Mr.  Kern  bought  the  j 
milk  route  from  the  Detwiler  family  about  a year  ago,  and  is  now 
supplying  many  families  of  Ridgely  with  pure  and  fresh  milk  daily. 
He  is  a hustler  and  few  farmers  in  this  section  have  made  better 
studies  than  he.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  the  poultry 
business  on  a large  scale  in  Caroline  county. 
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Alfred  P.  Hammers  is  a successful  farmef  "'near  Pidgely,  and 
'enjoys  the  high  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  or  have  ever  had  any 
••dealings  with  him , either  in  a social  or  business  way.  He  bears  the 
reputation  of  being  a man  of  his  word,  upright  and  just  toward  his 
neighbors  and  friends,  and  strictly  honorable  under  all  circumstances. 
He  owns  and  carries  on  a valuable  homestead  of  150  acres,  which  is 
improved  with  comfortable  farm  buildings,  and  a pretty  residence. 
His  principal  crops  are  tomatoes,  sugar  com  and  clover  seed.  He  has 
recently  installed  a new  silo  and  will  begin  dairying,  Alfred  P.  Ham- 
mer is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Hammer,  who  came  to  New 


Alfred  P.  Hammer’*  Residence. 


York  in  1874  from  Hessen  Darmstadt,  Germany.  The  following 
year  they  removed  to  Ridgely  where  they  have  since  resided. 
Mr.  Hammer  was  married  to  Miss  Lillian  Mary  Rhodes,  in  Centre- 
ville,  January,  1910.  They  have  one  child  born  of  this  union,  Hiss 
Louise,  a bright  and  attractive  little  girl.  The  Hammer  family  are 
among  our  honored  citizens.  Locating  near  here  many  years  ago  on 
a farm  all  grown  up  with  briars  and  sedge  grass,  they  soon  realized 
the  possibilities  of  Caroline  soil  and  by  push  and  hustle  they  now  own 
several  hundred  acres  of  productive  land  about  three  miles  west  of 
Ridgely. 
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Among  the  active  and  energetic 
younger  business  men  of  Ridgely, 
Mr.  J.  Harry  Hemmons  is  one  of 
the  best-known.  For  twelve  years 
he  has  been  extensively  engaged  in 
the  fruit  and  produce  trade  as  a 
broker,  his  activities  covering  the 
Southern  strawberry-growing  regi- 
ons and  the  Western  New  York 
grape  districts  as  well  as  the  local 
field.  Born  in  Centreville,  in 
Queen  Anne’s  county,  he  has  lived 
in  Caroline  county  nearly  all  his 
life.  Early  in  his  career  he  de- 
veloped a peculiar  aptitude  as  a 
buyer  of  farm  products,  and  speedi- 
ly gained  the  confidence  of  growers 
and  of  the  foremost  commission 
houses  in  the  Northern  markets,  so 
that  in  embarking  in  the  brokerage 
business  for  himself,  he  was  en- 
abled to  command  a gratifying 
measure  of  success.  Mr.  Hemmons 
a few  years  ago  married  Miss 
J.  HARRY  HEMMONS.  Maude,  daughter  of  the  late  Harry 

S.  Mancha,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Ridgely,  through  whose 
efforts  the  stable  beginnings  of  the  present  thriving  and  prosperous 
town  were  made.  Mr.  .Mancha  laid  out  the  town,  with  a prophetic 
vision  of  its  future,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  attracting  to  this 
section  the  tide  of  immigration  of  the  seventies  and  eighties  which 
assured  its  upbuilding. 


Mr.  Hemmon*’  Residence  on  Central  Avenue. 
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THOMAS  ALEXANDER  SMiTH. 

Thomas  Alexander  Smith  of  Ridgely,  Md.,  was  born  near  Green- 
wood, Del.,  September  3,  1850;  • moved  to  Maryland  with  father  (Syl- 
vester Smith)  and  family,  January,  1856;  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  Denton  Academy;  taught  school  in  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Michigan,  and  upon  his  return  to  Ridgely  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  and  was  later  appointed  agent  of  P.  B.  & W.  R.  R.  Co.; 
was  School  Commissioner  of  Caroline  county,  1889-93;  State  Senator 
in  sessions  of  1894  and  1896,  and  in  latter  year  drafted  bill  for  incor- 
porating the  present  town  of  Ridgely  which  became  “An  Act ;”  was 
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candidate  for  Comptroller  of  State  Treasury  1897;  delegate  to  Nation- 
al Civic  Federation,  Chicago;  Chief  of  the  Maryland  Bureau  of  Statis-  ■ 
tics  and  Information,  1900-04;  recommended  and  secured  legislation 
which  made  that  office  a valuable  asset  to  the  State;  was  member 
Executive  Committee  of  National  Association,  1902,  and  presided  at 
meeting  of  said  Committee  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  December,  1902,  in 
the  absence  of  the  President  (the  Hon.  Carroll  D.  Wright)  who  was 
absent  as  Recorder  of  the  Coal  Strike  Commission  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt;  was  made  First  Vice-President  of  the  Association  of 
Officials  of  Bureaus  of  Labor  Statistics  of  America  1903-04;  held  ses- 
sions during  his  term  at  St.  Louis,  Mo  , New  Orleans,  La.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  and  at  Concord,  N.  H.;  advertised  Baltimore  City,  its 
splendid  harbor  and  some  important  suburban  surroundings  by  bring- 
ing the  National  Association,  representing  nearly  every  state  in  the 
Union,  from  Washington  to  Baltimore  for  a day;  was  also  a member 
of  Board  of  State  Aid  and  Charities  1904-05;  elected  to  the  59th  U.  S. 
Congress  in  1904;  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bank  of  Ridgely  and 
its  president  until  elected  to  Congress.  In  Congress  as  in  other  things 
he  was  an  inveterate  worker  and  energetic  in  protecting  the  interests 
of  his  constituents,  his  efforts,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  for  improve- 
ments to  rivers  and  harbors  of  his  district,  with  additional  surveys  and 
increased  appropriations  and  his  speeches  on  the  Pure  Food  and  Edu- 
cational Bills  brought  general  commendation  from  the  people;  he  was 
unanimously  re-nominated  a candidate  for  the  60th  Congress  but  was 
not  re-elected;  was  a member  of  the  State  Reception  Committee  to 
Democratic  Presidential  Candidates  in  1904  and  1908,  respectively; 
delegate  in  attendance  at  the  28th  and  30tb  annual  sessions  of  the 
Farmers’  National  Congress  of  U.  S.,  held  at  Madison,  Wis.,  and 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  respectively,  1908-1910  and  was  a member  of  various 
committees  at  b )th  sessions;  was  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office 
1908-12;  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Commit- 
tee for  this  county  for  about  20  years. 

Mr.  Smith  was  reared  on  a farm  near  town  and  is  still  interested 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  while  owning  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
brought  up,  his  residence  has  been  in  the  town  of  Ridgely  for  about 
40  years;  he  practically  grew  up  with  the  town  and  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  promoting  its  growth  and  progress;  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  which  he  takes  a general  active 
interest.  He  married  in  1878  Miss  Ada  Clayton  Frazier,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  has  three  children — Mrs.  Walter  Mills  Carmine,  Mrs. 
George  Elliott  Dutton  and  Thomas  Alexander  Smith,  Jr. 
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Especially  active  in  the 
business  and  public  life  of 
the  town  is  Mr.  John  D. 

Davis,  proprietor  of  Davis’ 

Drug  Store,  on  Central 
avenue.  Mr.  Davis,  during 
his  residence  in  Ridgely, 
has  been  progressive  and 
alert  in  his  individual  busi- 
ness interests,  and  thor- 
oughly in  touch  with,  and 
staunch  in  his  support  of, 
broader  matters  affecting 
the  community.  He  has 
given  much  thought  and 
labor,  as  a trustee  of  the 
public  schools,  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  education , 
and  for  three  consecutive 
terms  was  President  of  the 
Board  of  Town  Commis- 
sioners. As  chief  of  the 
volunteer  fire  department, 

Mr.  Dayis  has  done  much 
toward  making  it  an  effec- 
tive and  enthusiastic  or- 

Mr.  Davis.’ Pharmacy  and  Drug  Store.  ganization.  He  is  vice- 

president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  vital  statistician  of  the  Seventh 
district,  by  appointment  of  the  county  health  board.  Mr.  Davis  was 
born  in  Queen  Anne’s  county  in  1872,  and  for  ten  years  was  connected 
with  the  well-known  drug  establishment  of  E.  M.  Forman,  at  Centre- 
ville,  attaining  great  proficiency  in  the  prescription  and  technical  side 
of  the  business.  As  an  apothecary  he  was  a notable  acquisition  to 
this  community,  when  he  came  here  in  1890.  He  purchased  the  drug 
store  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Smith,  and  three  years  later  this  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  Mr.  Davis  then  acquired  the  drug  store  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Evans, 
at  his  present  location.  This  is  an  extensive  and  up-to-date  pharmacy, 
with  most  complete  lines  of  drugs,  medicines,  chemicals,  toilet 
articles,  etc.  Mr.  Davis  is  a Master  Mason  of  Temple  Lodge,  No. 

128,  and  a member  of  Ridgely  Conclayp,  0 ^ 
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As  an  authority  on  strawberry 
culture,  and  the  largest  individual 
grower  in  Caroline  county,  Mr. 
William  W.  Seward  occupies  a 
unique  position  in  the  community. 
This  year  Mr.  Seward  is  fruiting  a 
hundred  acres.  His  "Home  Fruit 
Farm”  of  150  acres  is  a mile  and 
a quarter  northwest  of  Rid gely,  and 
he  owns  other  tracts  in  this  vicinity. 
He  has  been  foremost  in  the  great 
development  of  the  strawberry  bus- 
1 iness  in  this  section  of  the  Peninsu- 
la, and  for  a quarter  of  a century 
has  made  a specialty  of  cultivating 
this  fruit.  In  endeavors  to  enlarge 
the  local  market,  Mr.  Seward  has 
been  very  influential.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Ridgely  Fruit  Growers’ 
Association,  and,  with  Mr.  Thos. 

W.  W.  SEWARD.  L,.  Day,  labored  to  organize  it. 

The  early  berry  growers  followed  the  old  style  of  shipping  to 
commission  men  in  the  city,  and  the  business  was  often  precarious  and 
uncertain  to  the  majority  of  them.  With  the  establishment  of  the 
"exchange”  a home  market  was  at  once  afforded  every  patron  of  the 
Association,  in  the  daily  auctions,  where  his  offering  was  bought  for 
cash,  either  by  local  brokers  or  by  city  buyers,  and  the  exact  state  of 
the  city  market  was  known  at  the  time  of  sale.  For  his  part  in  this 
achievement  of  establishing  the  "exchange”  Mr.  Seward  made  the 
strawberry  culturists  of  the  Ridgely  neighborhood  his  debtors;  but  he 
did  more  than  that  for  them  in  bringing  here  the  Armour  Preserving 
Plant.  Learning  that  this  great  firm  might  be  induced  to  place  in  the 
East  a branch  of  their  industry  for  preserving  small  fruits  and  extract- 
ing fruit  juices,  Mr.  Seward  headed  a movement  among  the  fruit 
growers  of  Ridgely  to  acquaint  the  Armours  with  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  these  products  that  were  being,  and  could  be,  grown  here. 
So  effective  Was  the  showing  made,  and  Mr.  Seward’s  personal  inter- 
views with  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Armours  so  convincing,  that  one 
year  ago  the  plant  was  constructed  here — and  this  year  it  will  handle 
two  million  quarts  of  strawberries,  and  give  employment  to  many 
hundreds  of  workers.  The  effect  upon  the  berry  trade  of  western  Car- 
oline county  of  these  efforts  of  Mr.  Seward  cannot  be  estimated;  as 
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through  them — and  the  cordial  support  given  him  by  the  community — 
the  country  for  miles  around  the  town,  and  along  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road cannot,  for  many  years  to  come,  suffer  from  over-production  in 
the  berry  crop,  because  of  the  inexhaustible  cash  market,  at  good 
prices,  now  afforded  at  Ridgely.  ■ " 

Mr.  Seward  has  long  been  one  of  our  foremost  public  men,  lend- 
ing strength  and  success  to  all  worthy  and  practical  movements  for 
progress,  giving  freely  of  his  time,  energy  and  means,  and  enjoying 
to  a remarkable  degree,  public  confidence  and  support.  He  has  been 
frequently  put  forward  by  his  friends  for  responsible  positions.  His 


Mr.  Seward’s  Home  Fruit  Farm. 

interest  in  education  and  his  work  for  the  increasing  of  school  facili- 
ties here  and  elsewhere  in  the  county  pointed  him  out  as  conspicuous- 
ly equipped  for  the  County  School  Board,  and  his  recent  appointment 
by  Governor  Goldsborough  to  that  body  met  with  the  approval  of  all 
the  people  of  his  district  and  the  entire  county.  Upon  assuming  his 
duties  as  School  Commissioner  in  May  of  this  year,  Mr.  Seward  was 
chosen  as  president  of  the  board  by  his  colleagues,  Colonel  Albert  W. 
Sisk,  of  Preston,  and  Mr.  Edward  E.  Nuttle,  of  Federalsburg. 

Mr.  Seward  represents  the  Armour  fertilizer  interests  at  Ridgely, 
and  is  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  brother,  Mr.  T. 
Frank  Seward.  Mr.  Seward  is  president  of  the  Bank  of  Ridgely, 
succeeding  the  late  John  A.  Sigler,  January  4th,  1911. 
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' View  of  the  Farm  House  at  “Florida”. 

to  branch  out  for  himself.  Purchasing  a farm  five  years  ago,  he 
bought  another  a year  afterward,  and  three  years  ago  two  more.  He 
has  disposed,  at  a profit,  of  three  of  them,  and  is  now  located  on  a 
tract  of  120  acres,  known  as  '‘Florida,”  in  the  western  end  of  the 
county,  near  the  Queen  Anne’s  line,  in  the  Sixth  district,  two  miles 
from  Ridgely,  for  which  he  has  refused  an  offer  of  $8,000.  Mr. 
Haltaman  early  recognized  the  great  possibilities  of  this  region  in 
growing  truck,  and  he  has  been  one  of  our  most  successful  “inten- 
sive” farmers,  who  always  manage  to  have  some  one  good  “money 
crop”  every  year.  He  married  Miss  Sadie  Towers,  a daughter  of 
Abraham  Towers,  of  the  Preston  district. 
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The  career  of  Mr.  Calvin  F.  Haltaman  is  an  instance  of  the 
opportunities  that  wait  in  this  section  upon  intelligent  industry  ap- 
plied to  agriculture.  Eighteen  years  ago  he  came  here  from  North- 
ampton County.  Pennsylvania,  upon  a visit  to  his  uncle,  Mr.  Thomas 
A.  Schlegel,  now  living  near  Denton,  and  a well-known  citizen.  Mr. 
Haltaman  was  then  eighteen  years  old,  and  without  a definite  aim  for  j 
the  future.  He  expected  to  return  to  Pennsylvania  in  a few  months, 
but  became  interested  in  the  developing  farm  life  of  this  community. 

He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Saulsbury  Brothers,  and  his  application 
and  judgment  made  him  a valued  aid  in  their  agricultural  operations 
at  that  date.  For  a number  of  years  he  worked  on  one  of  their  farms, 
and  then,  with  some  capital  and  a good  fund  of  experience,  concluded 


"'Shady  Grove,”  a fine  estate  of  161  acres,  adjoining  Ridgely  on 
the  west,  has  for  six  years  been  the  hospitable  home  of  Messrs.  Walter 
J.,  Christian  E.,  and  Misses  Mary  A..  Ida  M.  and  Sarah  A.  Hoffman. 
The  tree-encircled  mansion  stands  on  an  elevation  overlooking  the 
town.  Its  present  owners  are  children  of  the  late  Paul  J.  Hoffman, 
who  came  to  Caroline  from  Eastern  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  in 
1879,  and  settled  at  ‘‘Widow’s  Choice",  in  the  Oakland  neighborhood. 
Until  his  death,  December  6,  1S91.  Mr.  Hoffman — a man  of  force  of 
character  and  kindly  impulser  was  a foremost  farmer  and  useful 
citizen  of  this  section,  active  in  public  affairs.  Another  of  his  sons, 
Mr.  John  E.  Hoffman,  who  married  Miss  Ida  Richard,  lives  near 
Ridgely;  a daughter,  Miss  Annie  L..  now  deceased,  married  Oscar 
Neff,  of  Philadelphia,  and  their  three  children,  (Paul  J.,  Irene  H.  and 
Sarah  M.,)  form  part  of  the  household  at  "Shady  Grove and  Miss 


North  View  of  the  Mansion  at  “Shady  Grove”. 

Matilda,  another  daughter,  also  deceased,  married  Mr.  Arthur  J. 
Richard,  now  of  Ridgely.  In  addition  to  "Shady  Grove,”  the  two 
Messrs.  Hoffman  and  their  three  sisters  also  own  "Widow’s  Choice,” 
(252  acres),  and  "Stony  Point,”  (166  acres),  and  their  farming 
operations  are  on  a large  scale.  Peach  culture  is  given  especial  atten- 
tion and  the  ,8000  trees  of  the  "Hoffman  Orchards”  are  noted 
throughout  the  Peninsula  as  illustrating  the  fact  that,  with  energy  and 
intelligent  treatment,  peach-growing  is  still  profitable  in  this  territory. 
Mr.  Walter  J.  Hoffman  is  known  far  and  wide  as  "the  peach  king.” 
Mrs.  Paul  J.  Hoffman  survived  her  husband  about  sixteen  years,  and 
died  at  "Shady  Grove.” 


55 


Mr.  John  T.  Stevenson  is  another 
of  the  few  remaining  pioneers  of 
this  section.  When  he  came  to 
Ridgely  in  January,  1874,  the  only 
buildings  in  the  town  were  the 
Mancha  hotel,  the  Saulsbury  store, 
the  old  railroad  depot  and  the 
schoolhouse  in  the  pines.  Mr. 

Stevenson  purchased  the  farm  rvhere 
he  still  resides,  at  Chicken  Bridge, 
on  the'  Hillsboro  road,  just  south  of 
town,  and  for  a number  of  }rears 
grew  wheat  and  corn  as  his  princi- 
pal crops,  steadily  improving  the 
land.  He  also  grew  peaches. 

After  the  strawberry  industry  be- 
came established  in  this  section , he 
took  up  the  culture  of  that  fruit, 
and  gradually  became  largely  inter- 
ested in  it.  He  has  represented 
the  Davis  commission  house  of  New  York  at  this  point,  in  the  berry  . 
trade,  for  a long  time.  Of  indomitable  perseverance  and  unflagging 
industry,  Mr.  Stevenson  has  achieved  remarkable  success,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  nearly  four  hundred  acres  of  highly  valuable  land  in  the 
Seventh  district.  His  original  purchase  was  for  some  years  very  un- 
promising from  a financial  standpoint,  the  “hard  times”  of  the 
seventies,  with  falling  prices  for  farm  crops,  making  returns  in  agri- 
culture everywhere  meagre.  But  Mr.  Stevenson  tenaciously  kept  on, 
gradually  bringing  up  the  productive  quality  of  his  land,  and  in  a good 
“peach  year”  managed  to  reach  the  turning  point.  To  unswerv-  ' 
ing  application,  Mr.  Stevenson  attributes  the  competence  that  now 
attends  his  efforts.  Mr.  John  T.  Stevenson  is  a director  of  the  Bank 
of  Ridgely,  and  a conspicuous  figure  in  the  business  life  of  this  section. 

A native  of  Oldham,  in  Lancashire,  England,  where  he  was  born  in 
1847,  as  a boy  he  worked  in  a machine  shop  at  his  home.  He 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1S66.  and  secured  employment  as  a 
woolen  spinner  in  a Philadelphia  factory.  His  native  shire  in  England 
leads  in  cotton  manufacture,  and  he  was  born  within  seven  miles  of 
Manchester.  Having  a liking  for  country  life,  Mr.  Stevenson  was 
attracted  to  Ridgely,  and  invested  his  savings  in  the  farm.  In  August, 
1873,  he  had  married  Miss  Hannah  Weeder,  who  had  come  from  the 
same  town  in  England  as  himself.  Although,  as  children,  the  two 
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had  attended  the  same  school  in  England,  they  met  in  the  new  land 
ns  strangers.  Their  first  child,  who  is  now  living  is  Mrs.  Annie 
Bromley,  of  New  York,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  and  their  other 
children,  natives  of  Caroline,  are:  Mr.  Frank  Stevenson,  Mrs.  John 
W.  Grabill  and  Mr.  Charles  Stevenson,  of  this  district  ; Mrs.  Harry 
W.  Gibson,  of  Ridgely,  and  Miss  Grace  Stevenson,  a teacher  at 
Atlantic  City,  New  Jersev.  Mr.  Stevenson  is  a member  of  the  Re- 


Mr.  Stevenson’s  Colonial  Farm  Home. 

formed  Church,  and  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  was  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School.  For  one  term  he  was  an  elder  of  the  church, 
and  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful  members  of  the  congregation. 
Mr.  Frank  M.  Stevenson,  his  oldest  son,  lives  about  three-miles  from 
Ridgely,  on  a fine  farm  of  two-hundred-and -seventy-acres  owned  by 
his  father,  and  is  known  as  a very  progressive  farmer,  excelling  in 
wheat  culture,  and  in  stock  raising. 
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The  late  Alfred  Sigler,  for  twenty  years  before  his  lamented 
death,  March  19,  1910,  resided  in  the  house  herewith  pictured,  and 
which  stands  on  the  west  side  of  tne  Delaware  & Chesapeake  Railway, 
and  on  the  north  side  of  Central  avenue.  This  homestead  contains 
fifty  acres,  and  Mr.  Sigler  was  long  engaged  in  farming  here.  He 
was  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Isaac  J.  Sigler,  and  during  the  Civil 
War  he  served  in  the  Twenty-second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  postmaster  at  Ridgely,  when  it  was  a fourth- 
class  office,  and  was  the  first  appointee,  by  President  McKinley,  when 


Mrs.  Sigler’s  Residence. 


it  reached  the  rank  of  a Presidential  office.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  postmaster,  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Thompson.  Coming  to  Ridgely 
in  its  infancy,  and  having  borne  a large  share  in  its  material  develop- 
ment, Mr.  Sigler  lived  to  see  marvelous  changes  wrought  by  the 
years  in  the  appearance  and  importance  of  the  town,  and  as  one  of 
the  “pioneers”  he  was  a noted  member  of  the  community.  His  sterl- 
ing traits  and  likable  qualities  had  endeared  him  to  all.  Mrs.  Lida 
Sigler,  whom  he  married  in  1865,  in  Patterson,  New  Jersey,  resides  at 
the  homestead.  She  was  a Miss  Petry. 
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In  Ridgely’s  story,  the  Sigler 
family  has  occupied  a prominent 
place.  One  of  the  earlier  settlers 
here  was  the  late  Isaac  J.  Sigler, 
whose  portrait  appears  on  page  7, 
who  came  from  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  in  1874.  He  purchased 
about  five  hundred  acres  on  the 
west  side  of  the  railroad,  part  of 
which  is  now  in  the  town  limits  ; 
and  in  addition  to  farming,  en- 
gaged in  merchandising.  He  died 
in  1904.  Of  his  four  sons,  the  late 
Judge  John  A.  Sigler,  of  the 
Orphans’  Court  of  Caroline  county, 
was  extensively  interested  in  busi- 
ness activities ; Alfred  was  a farmer, 
and  for  years  postmaster  of  the 
town ; George,  a hardware  mer- 
chant of  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
CHARLES  SIGLER.  died  last  October  ; and  Charles  has 

been  dead  for  several  years.  Mr.  Siglers  one  daughter  is  now  Mrs. 
Richard  T.  Carter,  of  Denton. 

Judge  Sigler  is  survived  _b.y_.  his  widow who  was  Miss  L,aura 
Smith,  daughter  of  the  late  Sylvester  Smith,  and  by  two  sons,  Charles 
W.  and  William  Sigler.  Judge  Sigler  died  Dec.  27,  1910.  He  had 
been  president  of  the  Bank  of  Ridgely  and  of  the  Alliance  Preserving 
Company.  Mr.  Charles  W Sigler  lives  with  his  mother  at  “Char- 
will,”  the  homestead  just  outside  of  town.  On  this  tract  of  fifty-six 
acres,  Mr.  Sigler  devotes  himself  to  trucking  and  small-fruit  growing. 
He  attended  Mercersburg  Academy,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  took  a 
special  course  in  agriculture  at  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College. 
He  has  just  purchased  the  Whiteley  farm,  at  Whiteleysburg,  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  lying  half  in  Caroline  county,  and  half 
in  Kent  county,  Delaware,  and  will  likely  take  personal  management 
of  it  next  year. 
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Mr.  Frank  McCloud,  a well-known  Ridgefy  merchant,  is  another 
of  our  active  men  whose  knowledge  of  tne  town  goes  back  to  its- 
earlier  days-.  Mr.  McCloud  conducts  a general  store,  and  for  the  past 
thirteen  years  he  has  been  in  the  mercantile  business  here  as  the 
proprietor  of  his  establishment.  For  nearly  ten.  years,  prior  to  em- 
barking in  trade  on  his  own  account,  Mr.  McCloud  was  a valued  clerk 
in  the  stcre  c. f A,  G.  Saufsbury  & Brother. 


Mr,  Frank  McCloud’s  Store  and  Residence. 


As  a boy  he  was  brought  here  from  Greensboro,  his  parents 
having  lived  in  Baltimore  city  when  he  was  born,  in  1859.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cloud’s interests  in  the  community  have  been,  at  times,  connected 
with  agriculture,  as  well  as  merchandizing,  and  he  has  had  an  in- 
fluential share,  in  a quiet  and  effective  way,  in  the  upbuilding  of  this 
industry.  His  residence  is  in  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  the  town,  on 
Central  avenue,  mentioned  in  Miss  Emma  Grant  Saulsbury’s  sketch, 
(page  12),  as  having  been  erected  by  Moses  Smiley  for  James  A, 
Perry.  The  original  building  was  remodeled  by  Mr.  McCloud  into 
r‘his  pleasant  home  of  to-day”.  Mr.  McCloud  married,  in  1894,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Tolley  Blackburn,  and  a sister  of  Mr.  Richard 
Blackburn.  Mrs.  McCloud  is  a native  of  the  North  of  England, 
The  Blackburn  family  came  to  Jersey  City,  New  Jersery,  about  1870, 
and  later  settled  at  Ridgely,  where  various  members  of  it  have  been 
prominent. 
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Ridgely  Maryland  ! It’s  a Good  Town. 

We  came  to  this  town  about  eighteen  months  ago — came  here  by 
the  advice  of  one  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who  said  Ridgely  needed  a 
good  store.  In  return,  the  town  made  a hit  with  us.  Ridgely  is  a 
pretty  good  name,  and  is  a pretty  good  town. 

When  we  opened  this  store  we  seemed  to  have  struck  the  right 
spot,  for  the  people  gave  us  their  patronage  right  from  the  start  and 
have  been  increasing  it  ever  since.  Maybe  it  was  because  we  had  the 
right  goods  or  that  our  prices  were  right,  probably  both.  We  are 
aspiring  to  make  good  what  we  have — A Safe  Store — A Peoples’ 
Exchange.  We  like  to  have  our  store  favorably  spoken  of,  “mouth 


Store  Building  of  Ephraim  & Ephraim’s. 

to  mouth’’  advertising— when  you  buy  an  article,  you  recommend 
the  article,  and  the  store.  Goods  exchanged,  money  refunded, 
courteous  and  efficient  service,  mistakes  made  right.  This  store 
makes  good — that’s  all  there  is  to  it.  There  is  one  request  we  would 
like  to  make  to  the  Publicity  Committee  on  the  Planet  Mars.  This 
request  is  that  they  hang  out  a sign,  “Ridgely,  Maryland.  It’s  a 
Good  Town,”  so  that  everybody  on  this  whirling  globe  could 
read  it. 

EPHRAIM  & EPHRAIM, 

General  Merchandise, 
Ridgely,  Md. 
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The  accompanying:  picture  was  taken  at  the  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  Caroline  County  Medical  Society,  in  Ridgely,  on  April  11  of  this 
yeai,  at  the  home  of  Dr.  J.  Charles  Madara.  The  physicians  shown 
are  (reading  from  left  to  right):  Rear  row' — Drs.  James  R.  Phillips, 
Preston  : James  A.  Sevens.  Easton  : Ernest  F.  Smith,  F.  P.  Herr,  S.  S. 
Stone,  Ridgely.  Front  row — Drs.  W.  H.  B.  Rowe,  Hillsboro;  J.  R. 
Downes,  Preston;  Fred.  R.  Malone,  Greensboro,  and  J.  Charles 
Madara,  Ridgely.  Drs.  Stevens  and  Herr  were  guests  at  this  meeting 
of  the  Society.  Its  officers  are  : Dr.  Malone,  president ; Dr.  Phillips, 
vice-president ; Dr.  Downes,  secretary  and  treasurer.  At  the  Ridgely 


meeting  Dr.  Rowe  was  chosen  delegate  from  the  Society  to  the  annual 
session  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland,  the  parent 
organization,  and  Dr.  Madara,  alternate.  The  membership  of  the 
Society  includes,  in  addition  to  those  named,  Drs.  W.  Winder  Golds- 
borough,  Greensboro  ; H.  F.  Silver,  Goldsboro  ; Theodore  Saulsbury, 
Burrsville  ; P.  Roland  Fisher,  Fred  N.  Nichols,  Denton  ; John  Duhad- 
way,  Fowling  Creek  ; Jacob  L.  Noble,  Preston  ; R.  K.  Jefferson,  G.  F. 
Galloway,  Federalsburg.  The  Society  was  organized  about  five  years 
ago,  and  one  of  its  most  active  spirits  until  his  death  at  Denton  this 
year  was  the  late  Dr.  Enoch  George,  long  county  health  officer.  It 
meets  quarterly  in  the  larger  towns  of  the  county,  and  its  discussions 
and  proceedings  deal  with  subjects  of  professional  interest  and  ques- 
tions of  public  health,  and  its  work  has  been  of  great  Value  in  the 
community. 


Members  of  the  Caroline  County  Medical  Society. 


62 


place  between  here  and  Greensboro.  The  elder  Simons  came  from 
Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  thirty-three  years  ago,  with  his 
family,  and  acquired  this  property.  One  of  his  sons,  Mr.  Oscar  J. 
Simons,  resides  with  him , and  another,  Mr.  Frank  P.  Simons,  lives 
on  the  Kauffman  farm,  near  Ridgely. 

For  thirteen  years,  Mr.  James  W.  Simons  was  actively  engaged 
in  fanning,  in  the  Oakland  section,  and  as  a grower  of  peaches  and 
berries,  as  well  as  general  crops,  was  very  successful.  He  went  into 
this  industry  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  and  thoroughly  mas- 
tered it  and  the  conditions  affecting  it  in  this  locality,  so  that  the 


Mr.  Simotu’  Residence. 


foundation  he  laid  for  his  later  business  activities  gave  him  a keen 
appreciation  of  the  needs  of  the  farmers,  the’ value  to  them  of  the  va- 
rious labor-saving  implements  and  the  adaptability  of  different  sorts 
of  farm  machinery  to  the  work  peculiar  to  this  locality. 

Mr.  Simons  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  matters 
and  in  discharging  the  duties  of  citizenship  in  town  and  county  gov- 
ernment and  advancement.  He  served  for  five  years  as  constable  of 
the  Seventh  district.  As  a pnblic-spirited  citizen  he  is  held  in  high 
regard. 

He  married  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Kunsman,  of  Northampton  county, 
Pennsylvania. 
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On  the  opposite  page  appears  a picture  of  the  Ridgely  Creamery, 
a local  industry  that  has  been  in  operation  only  a year,  but  which,  in 
that  brief  time,  has  proved  of  immense  worth  to  the  farming  commu- 
nity, not  only  in  the  profits  it  has  made  for  farmers  hereabout,  but 
also  in  its  educative:  influence.  Dairying,  in  a small  way,  had  been 
carried  on  by  some  of  them,  and  the  adaptability  of  much  of  our  land 
for  grass  and  forage  crops  and  the  raising  of  dairy  cattle  had  been 
recognized;  but  the  labor  of  home  butter-making  and  the  expense  of 
marketing  the  product  have  prevented  any  serious  effort  on  the  part 
of  any  considerable  number  of  farmers  in  the  territory  tributary  to 
Ridgely  to  take  up  dairying  as  a business. 

The  Ridgely  Creamery  was  the  outgrowth  of  a conviction  among 
some  of  our  progressive  men  that  milk  production  for  butter  purposes 
was  even  more  practicable,  and  could  be  made  more  profitable,,  here 
than  in  many  regions  where  it  has  attained  large  proportions. 
A building  for  the  enterprise  was  erected  at  the  comer  of  Third  avenue. 
West,  and  Third  street,  after  some  interest  had  been  awakened  among 
the  farmers;  and  with  commendable  foresight  the  projectors  of  the 
Creamery  planned  its  construction  on  lines  that  would  not  only  enable 
it  to  take  care  of  the  milk  supply  to  be  expected  in  the  immediate 
future,  but  would  meet  the  demands  made  by  the  growth  of  the  dairy 
industry  for  some  time  to  come.  From  the  opening  of  the  Creamery 
in  April,  1911,  it  has  been  a decided  success,  and  has  led  to  a large 
increase  in  the  number  of  standard-bred  milch  cows  in  this  section. 
It  has  taught  our  farmers  an  appreciated  lesson  as  to  the  value  of 
breeds  and  the  unprofitableness  of  spending  time  and  money  on  non- 
producing cows. 

. The  Creamery  is  now  handling  twelve  tons  of  milk  a week,  and 
the  supply  is  increasing  all  the  time.  Last  month  over  eleven  hun- 
dred dollars  was  paid  out  at  the  Creamery  to  the  farmers.  They  get 
back  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  bulk  they  deliver  in  by-products  that 
make  excellent  feed  for  hogs.  About  four  thousand  pounds  of  butter 
weekly  is  the  capacity  of  the  Creamery,  which  has  not  yet  been  reach- 
ed. Ready  sale  is  found  for  a considerable  part  of  the  output  in  the 
local  markets  in  the  towns  of  this  territory,  but  the  most  of  it  is 
shipped  to  Philadelphia,  three  hours  away  on  a direct  railroad  route. 
This  season  the  wholesale  manufacture  of  ice  cream  has  been  taken  up 
at  the  Creamery,  and  is  likely  to  become  a very  important  source  of 
revenue  to  the  stockholders,  who  now  number  sixty-three. 

Mr.  C.  Henry  Wagner,  an  expert  butter-maker,  is  in  charge  of 
the  Creamery,  and  is  also  one  of  the  board  of  directors.  The  other 
members  of  the  board  are  President  John  K.  Lynch,  Vice-President 
S.  S.  Stone,  M.  D.,  Secretary  A.  G.  Saulsbury,  who  is  also  treasurer 
ahd  manager*;  T.  Frank  Seward,  Jonas  Shaner,  George  W.  Morris, 
F.  A.  DeFord. 
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THE  RIDGELY  CREAMERY,  ERECTED  IN  1911,  AT  A COST  SIX  THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 


Under  the  management  of  Mr.  J,  S.  Ober,  the  Kranz  Hotel,  op- 
posite the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  depot,  is  far-famed  as  one  of  the 
finest  country  hostelries  in  Maryland  and  adjacent  States.  This  com- 
modious caravansary  was  erected  in  1992.  It  has  thirty-one  rooms  in 
all,  nineteen  being  sleeping  rooms;  bath,  steamheat,  electric  lights, 
barbershop,  bowling  alley,  pool  room — all  the  “comforts  of  home”  as 
well  as  the  conveniences  of  a progressive  town.  Mr.  Ober  bought  the 
properly  last  year,  and  on  taking  possession  the  first  of  November 
thoroughly  refurnished  it,  and  added  many  little  touches  for  the 
welfare  of  his  guests.  His  personal  attention  to  the  cuisine  has  made 
the  Kranz  a favorite  stopping  place  for  traveling  men,  who  arrange 
their  routes  so  as  to  spend  as  much  of  their  time  “on  the  road”  as 
p 'ssible  at  this  hotel,  instead  of  in  other  towns 


The  Kranz  Hotel. 

Mr.  Ober  has  lived  in  this  section  for  twenty-nine  years.  He 
went  from  southeastern  Pennsylvania  to  the  West  in  early  manhood, 
but  climatic  considerations  brought  him  to  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  in 
farming,  canning  and  other  business  lines  he  has  been  among  the 
builders  of  Ridgely.  In  his  hands  the  Kranz  has  started  on  a new  era 
of  prosperity.  Hotel  accommodations  are  among  the  prime  factors  in 
impressing  visitors  with  a favorable  view  of  a town,  and  Ridgely  is 
fortunate  in  this  respect.  Author. 

To  the  traveling  and  hotel  public,  I wish  to  say — come  in  and 
make  yourself  at  home,  even  though  you  cannot  always  remain  for" 
a meal  or  bed,  you  are  welcome. 
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J.  S.  OBER. 


David  Foster,  a liveryman  of  Ridgely,  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Delaware,  in  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Foster,  of  that 
county,  who  moved  to  Maryland  in  the  first  year  of  the  civil  war. 
Mr.  Foster  began  his  business  career  as  a farmer,  but  for  the  last 
sixteen  years  has  owned  and  managed  one  of  the  best  appointed  livery 
stables  to  be  found  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  equipped  with  twelve  head 
of  fine  driving  horses  and  up-to-date  vehicles,  and  owns  his  residence, 
stables  and  stock. 

For  many  years,  prior  to  his  removal  to  Ridgely,  in  1904,  Mr. 


Mr.  Foster’s  Residence. 


Foster  conducted  a large  livery  and  feed  stable  at  Centreville.  He  is 
a hustler  and  enjoys  a wide  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Foster  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  having  been 
Miss  Isabel  Cornish,  of  Caroline  county.  The  children  of  this  union 
being  Mollie  and  Bessie.  In  1881,  Mr.  Foster  married  Miss  Fannie 
Meredith,  of  Queen  Anne’s  county,  whose  hospitality  is  well-known 
by  those  who  have  visited  her  home,  and  of  their  nine  children  four 
are  living,  L,ulu,  Harry,  James  and  Eugene. 

69 


Mr.  Granville  M.  Downes,  Ridgely’s  largest  live  stock  dealer, 
owns  the  sales  stables  formerly  occupied  by  Rickards  & Willey,  and 
gives  to  his  extensive  business  his  personal  attention.  In  selling  and 
exchanging  horses,  mules  and  cows  he  has  developed  a trade  that 
covers  a large  extent  of  territory  on  the  Maryland- Delaware  Peninsu- 
la. Last  year  he  handled  over  600  head  of  horses  and  mules.  For 
ten  years  he  was  a progressive  and  successful  farmer  in  the  Seventh 
district,  near  Ridgely,  being  especially  interested  in  truck-growing. 
He  owns  a farm  about  a half  mile  from  town  and  another  about  four 


View  of  Mr.  Downes’  Stock  and  Stables. 


miles  distant.  A little  over  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Downes  retired  from 
the  active  management  of  his  landed  property,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Ridgely,  where  he  formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Arthur  M. 
Willey  and  opened  a sale  and  exchange  stable.  Later,  he  acquired 
Mr.  Willey’s  interest  in  the  business,  ard  purchased  the  Rickards 
building.  This  he  has  greatly  improved  and  enlarged,  in  order  to 
take  care  of  his  rapidly  increasing  trade. 

Mr.  Downes  is  thirty-five  years  old,  and  a native  of  Queen  Anne’s 
county.  He  is  constable  of  the  Seventh  district,  having  been  appoint- 
ed some  months  ago  by  the  County  Commissioners,  and  in  this  capac- 
ity is  rendering  excellent  public  service. 
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ALBERT  E.  THAWLEY 


Mr.  Albert  E.  Thawley  is  the 
representative  here  of  the  Ameri- 
can Seeding  Machine  Company, 
and  in  drills  and  com  planters  his 
trade  is  very  large.  Each  year  his 
sales  are  increasing,  and  he  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  public.  Hav- 
ing spent  22  years  as  a farmer  in 
Queen  Anne’s  county,  nearCentre- 
ville,  Mr.  Thawley  is  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  requirements 
of  agriculture  in  this  section  in  the 
character  of  machines  he  sells. 
For  four  years  he  was  a special  as- 
sistant in  the  farming  operations  of 
Saulsbury  Brothers,  having  charge 
of  the  details  of  that  branch  of  their 
business,  and  also  being  connected 
with  their  packing  establishments. 
His  practical  knowledge  of  the 
crops  chiefly  grown  here,  their 
seeding  and  cultivation  was  gained, 
therefore,  by  long  and  intimate 
experience,  and  his  views  and  recommendations  carry  great  weight 
with  our  farmers.  Mr.  Thawley  is  a son  of  Geo.  W.  and  Mary  (Wyatt) 
Thawley,  and  was  born  in  Caroline  county  in  1859.  In  1884  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Mullikin,  and  of  their  nine  children,  five  are  living: 
James  M.,  a bookkeeper  for  Rich  & Gunning,  Philadelphia;  Mr. 
Addia  T.  Thawley,  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company; 
Albert,  Jr.,  an  employe  of  Saulsbury  Brothers;  Emily  and  Pearl, 
pupils  of  the  Ridgely  High  School.  Mr.  Thawley  has  spent  nearly 
all  his  life  in  this  county  and  Queen  Anne’s.  For  a year  he  had 
charge  of  the  sales  stable  of  J.  S.  Ditch,  Baltimore,  and  at  one  time 
managed  a hotel  at  Cape  Charles,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Detwiler,  as  a ru- 
ral mail  carrier  of  the  Ridgely 
postoffice  for  the  past  seven  years, 
is'a  popular  and  welcome  offic’al  of 
Uncle  Sam,  although  his  persisten- 
cy in  remaining  a bachelor  is  some- 
times commented  upon,  despite  his 
avowed  willingness  to  give  up  the 
single  state.  Mr.  Detwiler  is  one 
of  the  thirteen  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Abram  Detwiler,  of  “Buena 
Vista  Dairy  Farm.”  This  esteem- 
ed couple  moved  to  Ridgely  from 
Columbiana,  Ohio,  in  1885,  and  in 
December,  1909,  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding.  HENRY  M.  DETWILER. 
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Alfred  W.  Thompson,  Ridgely’s  popular  postmaster,  was  born  in 
the  City  of  Oldham.  Lancashire,  England,  on  September  21st,  1865. 
In  April  1866,  at  the  age  of  seven  months,  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Roxborough,  Pa.  In  January,  1874, 
when  in  his  eighth  year,  the  family  moved  to  Boonsboro,  Md.,  his 
father  having  purchased  what  was  then  known  as  “The  Sparks  Place.” 
Mr.  Thompson  attended  the  old  Boonsboro  school,  and  was  practically- 
reared  on  the  farm  named  above. 

On  February  4,  1891,  Mr.  Thompson  took  for  his  wife  Miss 
Florence  E.  Turner,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noah  Turner. 
In  1895  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  W.  R.  Howard  Caroline 
county  properties.  Severing  his  connections  with  Mr.  Howard  in 
1898,  he  returned  to  and  conducted  the  homestead  at  Boonsboro.  Mr. 
Thompson  has  twice  been  the  Republican  Party’s  nominee  for  Sheriff 
of  Caroline  county,  his  first  nomination  occuring  in  1899,  his  second 
in  1901.  In  1902  Mr.  Thompson,  having  become  sole  owner  of  the 
Boonsboro  farm,  sold  it,  took  up  his  residence  in  Ridgely,  and  entered 
the  lumber  business.  Subsequently  he  also  established  and  operated 
Ridgely’s  artificial  ice  plant.  In  1903,  he  was  elected  Town  Commis- 
sioner, and  has  been  re-elected 
every  year  since  that  time,  with 
the  exception  of  the  year  1907.  On 
June  1st,  1905,  during  ex-President 
Roosevelt’s  second  administration, 

Mr.  Thompson  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Ridgely,  succeeding  the 
late  Mr.  Alfred  Sigler.  And  on 
December  21st,  1909,  he  was  re- 
appointed to  that  office  under  Presi- 
dent William  H.  Taft.  Hence,  he 
has  been  Ridgely’s  postmaster  for 
the  past  seven  years.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son is  at  present  the  senior  member 
of  Ridgely’s  real  estate  brokers, 

A.  W.  Thompson  & Co.,  who  are 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  farm  and 
town  property.  Mr.  Thompson  has 
been  identified  with  the  important 
public  affairs  of  Ridgely  from  the 
time  that  it  was  a mere  hamlet  of 
three  families,  and  he  has  been  in 
constant  touch  with  the  advance- 
ment of  the  town  ever  since.  Being 
unusually  public  spirited,  also  a 
man  of  exceptional  business  ability, 
of  unswerving  loyalty  and  integrity,  he  has  naturally  commanded  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  deservedly  popular 
in  the  community,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the  conspicuously  honor- 
able place  that  he  occupies  in  the  history  of  Ridgely. 
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ALFRED  W.  THOMPSON. 


Mr.  W.  T.  Temple,  a leading  merchant  of  Ridgely,  has  been  in 
business  here  for  the  past  fourteen  years.  Five  years  ago,  upon  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Charles  W.  Jackson  from  the  commodious  store 
house  on  Central  avenue,  near  Railroad  avenue,  Mr.  Temple  succeed- 
ed him  there,  and  conducts  a general  store  of  large  proportions.  Care- 
ful and  attentive  to  business,  giving  his  whole  time  to  personal  over- 
sight of  his  mercantile  establishment,  Mr.  Temple  has  been  very 
successful.  His  father,  Mr.  John  T.  Temple,  was  a magistrate  at 
Templeville,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  on  the  Queen  Anne’s 
line,  and  the  late  John  Wesley  Temple,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Caroline  county,  1873—1879,  was  of  the  same  family.  Until  his  eigh- 
teenth year  Mr.  Temple  worked  on  a farm,  and  then  became  a clerk 


W.  T.  Temple’s  Fine  Store. 

for  Mr.  Jackson  at  Templeville.  He  came  to  Ridgely  twenty  years 
ago  with  Mr.  Jackson,  and  after  remaining  in  the  latter’s  employ  here 
for  six  years,  began  the  mercantile  business  for  himself,  on  First 
street,  near  Second  avenue,  West,  and  was  at  this  location  until  1907. 
Mr.  Temple  resides  on  First  avenue,  west,  between  Second  and  Third 
streets.  He  married  Miss  Kent,  of  New  York,  and  they  have  two 
little  boys.  Mr.  Temple  is  a trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  never  lukewarm  in 
any  movement  for  promoting  the  betterment  of  Ridgely.  For  eight 
years  prior  to  May,  1912,  Mr.  Temple  was  notary  public  at  Ridgely. 


Established  in  1S99,  the  lumber  business  now  conducted  by  C.  W. 
Smith  & Son  has  been  a leading  enterprise  of  Ridgely  for  twenty- 
three  years.  Originally,  the  firm  name  was  Temple,  Smith  & Co., 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Smith,  head  of  the  present  firm,  having  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  late  William  E.  Temple  in  the  beginning.  In  1904 
Mr.  Smith  and  his  son,  Mr.  Milton  C.  Smith,  took  over  the  plant  and 
affairs  of  the  concern,  and  also  entered  the  contracting  field.  The 
firm  has  built  many  of  the  fine  homes  in  and  around  the  town.  It 
deals  in  building  lumber,  lath,  shingles,  sash,  doors,  blinds,  interior 
finish  and  turned  work,  lime,  cement,  plaster,  builders’  hardware, 
paints,  etc.  The  facilities  aud  reliable  service  of  this  firm  have  given 
it  a well-deserved  reputation,  and  its  operations  cover  a wide  radius. 


The  stock  is  large  and  always  kept  complete,  thereby  anticipating 
every  need,  and  prices  on  “material  bills’’  are  reasonable,  and  in  ac- 
cord with  the  prompt  fulfilling  of  contract  obligations.  A planing  mill 
for  shop  work  at  the  firm’s  lumber  yard  is  an  important  accessory  of 
the  plant. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Smith  moved  to  Ridgely  in  1S99  from  Queen 
Anne’s  county,  where  he  had  been  a school  teacher  and  farmer,  and 
wras  at  one  time  Judge  of  the  Orphans’  Court,  living  near  Templeville. 
He  has  been  an  active  and  representative  citizen.  Mr.  Milton  Smith, 
who  now  has  general  charge  of  the  business,  is  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 
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Home  of  the  “Caroline  Sun”. 

The  home  of  The  Caroline  Sun  is  in  the  business  section  of 
Ridgely,  and  was  erected  in  1909.  It  is  20  x 50  feet  on  First  street, 
near  Central  avenue.  The  job  office  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  on 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  for  the  execution  of  high-grade  print- 
ing, having  three  job  presses,  one  of  them  a Universal  15  x 19. 
More  than  a hundred  faces  .of  type,  with  all  modern  equipment,  are 
in  this  department,  and  the  presses  are  operated  by  power.  During 
the  year  1911  over  100,000,000  impressions  were  turned  off  the  job 
presses  for  various  concerns  over  the  ccuntr\T.  Among  these  im- 
pressions were  several  books  printed  for  local  business  houses,  and  for 
public  officials  and  individuals  in  different  parts  of  Maryland.  The 
office  is  thoroughly  fitted  up  for  orders  for  ordinary  or  special  work, 
and  the  skill  and  capability  of  its  workmen  are  widely  known. 

The  first  issue,  of  a newspaper  in  Ridgely  was  on  March  15th, 
1902,  Dr.  W.  Winder  Goldsborough,  now  practicing  medicine  in 
Greensboro,  established  The  Caroline  Sun  and  in  September  of  that 
year  disposed  of  it,  the  present  owner  purchasing  a half  interest. 
The  firm  of  Beauchamp  & Wilkinson  published  the  paper  for  nine 
months,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  since  then  Mr.  Henry  Wilkinson 
has  been  the  owner  hnd  editor.  As  the  prospects  of  the  enterprise  in- 
creased, Mr.  Wilkinson  decided  to  erect  a home  for  the  paper,  and  to 
build  with  special  reference  to  the  requirements  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. In  November,  1909,  the  plant  was  removed  to  the  new  build- 
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mg’.  By  persistent  and  energetic  efforts,  Mr.  Wilkinson  lias  gradual- 
ly improved  the  paper  until  it  ranks,  in  tone,  news  service  and  influ- 
ence, among  the  very  first  country  newspapers  in  Maryland.  It  is 
issued  every  Saturday,  and  has  a circulation  of  fifteen  hundred  copies 
weekly,  going  to  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  Its  local  columns 
are  full  and  attractive,  and  it  is  a welcome  visitor  in  the  homes  of 
Caroline  and  adjoining  counties  and  of  many  people  in  outside  States 
who  have  a personal  interest  in  Ridgely  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  has  had  a well-rounded  experience  in  the  printing 
trade  and  as  a newspaper  publisher  and  editor.  He  was  born  in  Burrs- 
ville,  in  Caroline  county,  on  the  Delaware  State  line,  March  23,  1872, 
being  a son  of  Mr.  William  J.  Wilkinson  and  Mrs.  Mollie  E.  (Ander- 
son) Wilkinson.  He  attended  the  public  schools  at  Hillsboro,  Mary- 
land, and  Willow  Grove,  Delaware,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  enter- 
ed the  American  Union  office  at  Denton,  Maryland,  to  learn  the  art  of 
a compositor.  After  being  there  a year  he  went  to  the  Denton  Jour- 
nal, and  for  three  years  was  employed  in  that  office.  He  spent  nearly 
four  years  in  Illinois  as  a printer,  and  returning  from  the  West  bought 
the  plant  of  the  old  Queen  Anne’s  Advocate,  once  published  at  Cen- 
treville,  from  the  late  Phillip  W.  Downes,  removing  it  to  Milton,  Del- 
aware. Here,  in  1897,  he  began  the  publication  of  the  Milton  Times, 
which  he  sold  in  1900  to  its  present  owners,  and  bought  the  Herald  at 
Milford,  Delaware.  He  published  the  Herald  for  a year,  and  then 
removed  the  plant  to  Dover,  the  capital  of  Delaware,  and  established 
the  State  Capitol  Press.  This  paper  was  afterward  discontinued,  and 
Mr.  Wilkinson  went  to  Philadelphia  and  opened  a job  office. 
In  March,  1902,  he  came  to  Ridgely  and  assisted  in  starting  The 
Caroline  Sun;  . 

For  the  past  four  years,  Mr.  Wilkinson  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  Seventh  district;  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  State 
Convention  last  year,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Town  Commission- 
ers of  Ridgely.  He  married  Miss  Annie  Burton,  of  Millsboro,  Dela- 
ware, May  18,  1899,  and  they  have  one  son,  Burton. 
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T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co. 

Nearing  the  close  of  a quarter  century  of  operation,  the  basket 
and  carrier  factory  no^v  owned  by  the  corporation  of  T.  L-  Day,  Swing 
& Co.,  has  endeavored  to  keep  pace  with  the  marvelous  development 
of  the  fruit-growing  and  trucking  industry  of  this  region,  and  for 
years  has  been  the  most  important  establishment  of  the  kind  on  the 
Peninsula. 

Even  its  great  capacity,  brought  about  by  constantly  enlarging 
the  plant,  and  adding  capital  and  labor  to  the  enterprise,  is  now  taxed, 
although  it  turns  out  a maximum  annually  of  seven  hundred  thousand 
canned  goods  cases,  two  million  strawberry  cups,  twenty  thousand 
strawberry  crates,  many  thousands  of  peach  and  cantaloupe  carriers, 
and  a million  baskets,  including  hampers,  peach  baskets  and  tomato 
or  5-8  baskets. 


Manufacturing  Plant,  T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co. 

Started  in  a modest  way  in  1888  by  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Day,  in  con- 
nection with  his  cannery,  intended  at  first  to  supply  his  individual 
needs,  and  later  enlarged  to  meet  local  demands,  the  basket  and  car- 
rier factory  now  includes  buildings  and  machinery  representing  a very 
large  outlay.  Its  products  speedily  gained  a reputation  throughout 
Maryland  and  adjacent  States,  and  a trade  has  grown  up  that  carries 
its  output  into  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania. 

At  first  all  the  lumber  neeeded  for  the  operations  of  this  industry 
was  secured  at  home,  but  gradually  it  became  necessary  to  look  further 
for  the  enormous  supply  required.  Now  the  corporation  owns  timber 
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lands  in  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  in  Maryland,  and  it  has  mills  in 
both  States.  The  accompanying  picture  in  from  a photograph  of  one 
of  the  “lumber  camps”  ot  the  Day-Swing  corncern. 


A Lumber  Camp. 


Interior  of  Basket  Factory. 

The  sale  of  finishing  lumber  is  now  a notable  part  of  the  business 
of  T.  D.  Day-Swing  & Co.,  and  large  quantities  of  this  product  from 
the  planning  mills  where  the  material  for  the  basket  and  carrier 
factory  is  gotten  out,  are  used  by  contractors  and  builders. 
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Canning  Factory  and  Warehouse. 


The  T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co’s,  canning  factory  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing enterprises  of  the  kind  in  the  county  ; and  it  was  established  by 
Mr.  Day  at  a time  when  this  great  Peninsula  industry  was  in  its 
infancy.  The  factory  packs  tomatoes  exclusively,  in  Xo.  10  cans, 
and  it  uses  the  yield  of  three  or  four  , hundred -acres  of  land.  The 
“Three  Sisters”  brand  of  T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co.  has  a national 
fame. 

T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co.  are  large  employers  of  local  labor,  and 
in  the  canning  season  give  work  to  several  hundred  persons,  besides 
those  carried  on  the  payroll  of  the  corporation  the  year  round.  Twelve 
years  ago  the  business  was  incorporated,  and  the  officers  are: 

President,  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Day. 

Vice-President  and  General  Manager,  Mr.  David  M.  Swing. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  John  M.  Swing. 

The  entire  plant  at  Ridgely  of  T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co.  covers 
five  seres  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  town,  adjacent  to  the  Delaware 
& Chesapeake  Railway. 
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View  of  Tomato  Baskets. 

This  cut  shows  tomato  baskets  manufactured  by  T.  D.  Day,  Swing 
& Co. , for  the  “Three  Sisters  Brand”  of  the  corporation,  apd  the 
“Swing  Brand”  of  Swing  Brothers.  The  latter  firm,  composed  of 
Messrs.  John  M.  Swing,  David  M.  Swing  and  James  P.  Swing,  of 
Ridgely,  has  two  canning  plants,  one  at  Greensboro,  in  this  county, 
and  the  other  at  Black’s,  in  Kent  county.  Each  factory  will  take  care 
of  the  product  of  from  three  hundred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
in  tomatoes.  The  “Swing  Brand,”  like  the  “Three  Sisters,”  is 
packed  exclusively  in  No.  10  cans. 

A good  view  is  given  in  the  illustration  on  the  opposite  page  of  a 
strawberry  crate  filled  with  cups,  and  it  is  in  the  manufacture  of  these 
that  the  concern  of  T.  L-  Day,  Swing  &Co.  has  become  widely  known. 
This  is  the  standard  crate,  holding  forty-eight  quarts  of  berries.  The 
cups  are  arranged  in  four  layers,  separated  from  each  other  by  slat 
divisions,  and  there  are  twelve  cups  in  each  layer  of  a filled  crate. 
The  top  and  bottom  of  the  crate  is  solid  and  there  are  five  slats  in 
front  and  the  same  number  back,  with  four  slats  on  either  side.  The 
corners  are  reinforced  with  iron  strips.  The  crate  is  of  pine  and  gum 
and  the  cups  of  gum  veneer,  of  a thickness  of  one-sixteenth  of  an 
inch,  and  hooped  at  the  top.  The  cup  is  three  inches  deep,  measures 
four  and  a-half  inches  across  the  bottom,  and  five  inches  across  the 
top.  The  outside  dimensions  of  the  crate  are  twenty-three  and 
a-quarter  inches  by  eighteen  inches,  and  fifteen  inches  high.  As 
heretofore  stated,  the  factory  of  T.  L.  Day,  Swing  & Co.  has  a capa- 
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city  of  two  million  cups  and  twenty  thousand  crates.  The  factory  is  t 
equipped  with  all  the  latest  and  most  improved  machinery— veneering 
machines,  choppers,  bolting  machines,  etc.  In  the  winter  and  spring 
attention  is  given  to  the  manufacture  of  crates  and  cups,  while  baskets 
are  made  the  year  round.  In  addition  to  the  standard  berry  crate, 
the  thirty-two-quart  crate  is  also  made.  The  workmanship  if  of  the 
most  careful  kind,  and  thorough  inspection  of  all  the  products  of  the 
factory  keep  them  up  to  a uniform  level  of  excellence. 


Strawberry  Crate  Containing  Cups. 
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Office  Building  of  Day,  Swing  & Company. 
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St.  Gertrude’s  Academy,  Ridgely  P.  O.,  Maryland. 

St.  Gertrude’s  Academy,  conducted  by  the  Benedictine  Sisters, 
is  delightfully  situated  in  Caroline  county,  four  miles  from  the  pro- 
gressive town  of  Ridgely,  five  miles  from  Greensboro,  and  ten  miles 
from  Denton. 

Invironment.  The  Institution  is  situated  on  a beautiful  sylvan 
plain  commanding  an  extensive  view  of  fertile  fields  and  diversified 
orchards  of  apple,  pear,  plum  and  peach.  The  property  embraces 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  part  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and 
other  portions  being  laid  out  in  delightful  groves,  lawn  tennis  and 
play  grounds,  chestnut  groves  and  a variety  of  trees,  from  the  stately 
pine  to  the  sturdy  oak,  are  some  of  the  many  pleasing  features  which 
enhance  the  beauty  of  St.  Gertrude’s  Academy  and  make  it  an  ideal 
spot  for  training  mind  and  body  for  an\r  walk  in  life.  The  surround- 
ing country,  in  whatever  direction  it  is  viewed,  presents  scenery  in 
variety  and  grandeur  that  can  hardly  be  excelled. 

Buildings.  The  buildings,  in  most  part,  are  of  colonial  archi- 
tecture, with  many  modern  additions  to  make  it  suitable  for  education- 
al purposes.  A chapel,  an  extra  story  to  the  school  proper,  have 
been  added  in  recent  years,  with  another  addition  in  course  of  erec- 
tion after  which  all  the  buildings  will  be  cemented,  bids  fair  to  make 
this  Academy  an  ornament  to  Caroline  county  and  the  Eastern  Shore. 
The  rooms  are  high,  light  and  spacious,  thoroughly  ventilated,  heated 
by  steam  throughout,  lighted  with  acetylene  gas,  and  equipped  with 
whatever  may  tend  to  make  the  institution  homelike  in  its  appoint- 
ments. An  excellent  dairy  furnishes  abundance  of  milk,  butter  and 
cheese.  Artesian  wells  provide  wholesome  drinking  water. 

Aims  of  St.  Gertrude’s  Academy.  Harmonious  education, 
while  providing  sound  mental  and  moral  training,  must  not  endanger 
the  growth  of  the  body.  Of  all  places,  a boarding  school  in  the  coun- 
try is  a place  to  assist  the  development  of  the  body.  The  country  air 
is  stimulating,  and  has  health  giving  properties  that  are  lacking  in 
most  city  schools,  whose  environments  are  usually  limited.  Whereas 
in  the  country  the  student  has  ample  opportunity  to  exercise  in  the 
open  air,  and  on  holidays  excursions  through  the  woods  may  be  taken, 
which  are  a stimulus  to  body  and  mind.  It  is  a well  asserted  fact 
that  college  students  who  have  been  reared  in  the  country  make  the 
best  scholars.  Why  should  not  those  who  are  educated  in  the  coun- 
try make,  in  like  manner,  the  best  scholars?  In  most  cases  they  do. 
The  hours  for  sleep  from  8.30  P.M.  till  6 A.M.  provide  the  necessary 
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rest.  The  food  is  simple,  but  wholesome  and  plentiful.  Our  own 
farm  supplies  fresh  products  for  the  table.  Catholic  pupils  are  given 
a course  of  instruction  in  their  religion,  but  no  undue  influence  is  ex- 
ercised over  the  minds  of  non-Catholics;  still  for  maintenance  of  order, 
all  are  obliged  to  conform  to  the  external  religious  exercises  of  the 
institution. 

Studies.  The  Academy  has  four  departments:  Primary,  Gram- 
mar, Commercial,  and  Academic.  The  branches  taught  in  these  de- 
partments embrace  all  that  is  necessary  for  a thorough  and  practical 
education.  These  courses  afford  all  the  advantages  of  a modern  high 
school.  The  childrens’  department  comprises  seven  years;  namely, 
four  primary  grades,  one  year  each,  and  the  Junior,  Grammar  and 
Preparatory  classes,  one  year  each.  The  Academic  course  comprises 
four  years,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  ordinary  high  school  course. 
The  Commercial  Course  embraces  two  years,  provided  the  Preparato- 
ry Course  has  been  completed.  A well  equipped  gymnasium  furnish- 
es indoor  physical  training. 

Art.  Art  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  essentials  of  a refined 
education.  Hence,  special  attention,  under  a competent  teacher,  is 
given  to  this  study,  which  embraces  china  decoration,  landscape  in 
oil  and  water  colors,  pastel,  tapestry,  and  pyrography.  Music  and 
drawing  are  also  made  a specialty.  Music  includes  piano,  organ, 
vocal,  violin  and  otherstringed  instruments,  harp,  theory  and  harmony. 

Domestic  Science.  “Cooking  .is  an  art,  a noble  science.” 
Lectures  and  experimental  lessons  in  cooking  and  baking  are  given  to 
the  students  who  are  interested  in  home  economy.  This  useful 
branch  puts  the  finishing  touch  to  a young  lady’s  education,.  For  a 
tune  on  the  piano  would  make  a poor  substitute  for  a well  cooked 
meal.  Meredith  wittily  says: 

“We  may  live  without  poetry,  music  and  art; 

We  may  live  without  conscience  and  live  without  heart. 

We  may  live  without  friends,  we  may  live  without  books; 

But  civilized  men  cannot  live  without  cooks.” 

Domestic  Art.  Every  style  is  taught — both  plain  and  orna- 
mental—from  the  cutting  out  arid  making  of  a simple  wearing  appar- 
el, to  the  designing  and  embroidering  an  elaborate  shirt  waist,  ceriter- 
piece,  etc.  Our  yearly  exhibit  in  needle-work  has  been  much  admired 
in  the  past. 

“The  Historic  Plains.”  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  a little 
world  in  itself,  and  indeed  has  a history  which  dates  back  to  ante- 
bellum days.  Social  life  surely  had  a golden  era  at  this  Eden  of  the 
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Eastern  Shore,  of  which  many  unique  anecdotes  are  extant.  One  in 
particular  is  as  amusing  as  it  is  unique.  A certain  member  of  this 
ancestral  family  was  passionately. fond  of  sleighing.  A longing  for 
this  sport  seized  him  at  an  inopportune  season  of  the  year — July. 
Then,  as  now,  artificial  means  were  resorted  to,  as  this  incident  goes 
to  prove.  A supply  of  salt  was  procured  to  cover  the  mile-lane  drive, 
of  which  a cut  accompanies  this  sketch.  Let  u&  hope  that  our  impul- 
sive sportsman  enjoyed  the  jingle  of  the  sleigh  bells,'  since  he  could 
not  the  snow  breeze,  which  would  be  a boon  in  such  a scorching 
month.  To  question  the  veracity  of  this  anecdote  would  bring  one 
back  again  to  “Mother  Goose”  and  “Fairy  Tale”  days.  However, 
it  goes  to  prove  that  money  w is  not  wanting  at  the  Bourne  Manor 
during  those  days  when  Maryland’s  proverbial  hospitality  had  been 
amicably 'partaken  of  at  The  Plains’.  ' 

In  the  course  of  events  Providence  ordained  other  scenes  to  be 
enacted  .on  this  same  eventful  stage  in  which  society  once  held  so 
prominent  a part.'  In  the  year  1887  a community  of  ascetic  women, 
known  as  Benedictine  Sisters,  purchased  this  “Paradise  of  the  Plains” 
from  Allen  Thorndyke  Rice,  ci-devant  editor  of  the  “North  American 
Review.”  The  property  consists  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
arable  and  two  hundred  acres  of  timber  land.  It  is  situated  in  the 
heart  of  the  farming  region  of  the. Eastern  Peninsula.  The  elaborate 
buildings  were  erected  by  Mrs.  M.  M.  Bourne,  grandmother  of  Mr. 
Rice,  and  cost  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
The  building  material  was  of  the  finest; — modern  critics  say  that  it 
could  not  be  purchased  in  our  day  at  . any  cost.  The  workmanship, 
too,  has  stood  the  wear  and  tear  of  time,  for  the  buildings  seem  as 
substantial  now  as  if  they  were  of  modern  construction. 

The  Convent  and  Academy  were  incorporated  in  the  year  1896, 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  The  Mother  House  of  this 
community  was  originally  located  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  a 
large  branch  house  is  established,  with  two  others  in  Wilmington, 
Delaware. 

The  Benedictines  are  practically  a teaching  order,  and  date  their 
origin  back  to  52.9  A.  D.  During  fourteen  hundred  years  (nearly) 
the  order  has  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of  many  dynasties,  persecu- 
tions of  all  kinds  raised  against  the"  Church  to  which  it  adhered,  yet 
the  order  remains  intact,  with  thousands  of  monasteries  the  world 
over.  Such  a record  speaks  for  itself. 
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Mr.  James  Temple  is  auctioneer 
of  the  Ridgely  Fruit-Growers’  As- 
sociation, where  a sale  has  to  be 
made  every  thirty  seconds.  Three 
years  ago,  with  the  opening  of  the 
Association,  he  began  calling  its 
sales,  and  has  established  the 
auctioneering  record  in  Maryland. 
At  Centreville  he  once  sold  38 
head  of  cattle  in  42  minutes,  and 
has  called  48  sales  of  stock  in  one 
year  for  Klair  & Hollingsworth,  of 
Wilmington,  who  hold  auctions  of 
live  stock  all  over  the  Peninsula. 
On  the  courthouse  green  at  Denton, 
he  has  officiated  at  the  biggest  land 
sales  ever  held  in  the  county.  His 
knack  of  handling  a crowd  and  of 
getting  good  prices  has  brought 
MR.  JAMES  TEMPLE.  him  into  more  than  local  promi- 

nence and  usefulness,  and  his  capacity  for  doing  well  anything  he 
undertakes  is  remarkable. 

Mr.  Temple  is  a son  of  Mr.  John  T.  Temple,  now  of  Ridgely. 
formerly  of  Temple ville.  He  was  born  on  a farm  in  Queen  Anne’s,  in 
1873.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  as  an 
employe  of  the  Thomas  Manufacturing  Co.,  printers.  In  1898,  at  the 
first  call  for  volunteers  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  he  enlisted  in 
the  First  Delaware,  and  was  mustered  out  over  a year  later  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  ' After  working  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 
and  Armour  & Co.,  he  located  in  Ridgely  ; was  appointed  constable  of 
the' Seventh  district,  and  for  several  years  was  a terror  to  evil-doers, 
iiis  detective  record  including  the  running  down  of  yeggmen  and 
burglars  who  had  sought  the  Peninsula  as  “easy  ground,’’  and  several 
criminal  cases  in  which  he  won  commendation  from  State  and  city 
authorities.  Mr.  Temple  lost  the  Caroline  shrievalty  nomination  in 
1909  by  only  three  votes.  Accepting  a business  connection  in  Denton 
this  year,  he  makes  his  residence  in  that  town,  although  a daily 
visitor  to  Ridgely. 
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J.  Frank  Booth  and  his  Successful  Career. 

Born  and  reared  on  a farm  in  Talbot  county,  begun  farming  in 
that  county  on  a 300-acre  farm,  raising  wheat,  corn,  hay  and  toma- 
toes, also  paying  special  attention  to  stock,  particularly  sheep.  After 
conducting  business  there  for  three  years,  he  removed  to  the  “Emer- 
son Farm’’  three  miles  from  Ridgely.  There  he  followed  fora  few 
years  the  lines  of  work  that  his  predecessor,  Mr.  William  E.  Sauls- 
bury,  had  followed,  namely,  growing  considerable  quantities  of  straw- 
berries, cantaloupes  and  tomatoes  for  the  early  market,  and  also  for 
the  canneries,  usually  getting  good  yields.  At  the  same  time  he  grew 
large  quantities  of  wheat,  corn  and  hay.  From  the  beginning  of  his 
career  Mr.  Booth  had  been  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  the  very- 
best  and  most  modern  farm  equipment,  and  having  a tact  for  hand- 
ling machinery,  has  always  been  able  to  get  the  very  best  results  from 

the  use  of  these  modern  machines. 

About  seven  years  ago,  while  on 
the  Emerson  Farm,  he  decided  to 
make  a specialty  of  dairying  be- 
lieving the  advantages  and  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  this  line  of  work 
to  be  many.  From  the  very  outset 
Mr.  Booth  appreciated  the  impor- 
tance of  well-bred  and  well-fed 
dairy  cows,  and  accordingly  built  a 
silo  at  once  and  purchased  a very 
fine  young  Guernsey  bull  from  a 
well  known  New  York  breeder. 

The  silo  enabled  him  to  feed  his 
cows  at  the  lowest  possible  cost, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  get  the 
maximum  production.  The  pure 
bred  sire  enabled  him  to  grade  up 
his  herd  to  a high  standard  of  util- 
ity and  beauty s The  next  impor- 
tant step  was  to  put  in  a cream  J.  FRANK  BOOTH, 

separator  so  as  to  be  in  a position  to  market  the  product  of  his  herd 
in  a concentrated  form,  and  keep  the  skim-milk  on  the  farm  to  be  fed 
to  calves  and  pigs.  For  two  y.ears  the  cream  was  shipped  to  the  Mid- 
dletown Creamery",  but  the  loss  of  shipping  cans  and  expensive  trans- 
portation made  it  necessary  to  seek  market  elsewhere,  so  it  was  de- 
cided to  make  a finished  product  right  on  the  farm  and  accordingly 
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the  necessary  equipment  was  installed  for  butter-making.  As  in  other 
lines  of  work  the  importance  of  a scientific  knowledge,  as  well  as  the 
practical  was  appreciated,  and  Mr.  Booth  made  a study  of  butter- 
making in  all  its  phases.  At  first  the  product  was  shipped  to  com- 
mission merchants,  but  a market  for  fancy  butter  was  soon  found,  and 
a much  better  price  realized.  Along  with  his  own,  the  milk  from  a 
few  other  herds  was  handled  for  several  years,  while  butter  during  this 
period  was  the  chief  product,  seme  cream  also  was  sold  to  the  ice 
cream  trade,  and  by-products,  such  as  cottage  cheese,  butter,  milk, etc. 

Mr.  Booth  bought  the  Wesley  Roe  farm  of  108  acres  in  1906  and 
began  at  once  to  make  improvements  there,  the  first  being  a silo  and 
then  other  buildings  necessary  for  the  farm;  also  stable  for  15  cows, 
(hitherto  from  2 to  9 was  the  number  kept  on  the  farm).  After  two 
years  he  removed  from  the  Emerson  Farm  to  the  above-mentioned 
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Mr.  Booth’s  Modem  Dairy  Barn. 

place  and  went  to  work  to  make  it  an  ideal  country  farm  home  and  to 
produce  maximum  crops,  which  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  to  a 
great  extent,  even  in  the  few  years  he  remained  on  the  farm,  and  it 
was  done  by  intelligent  and  thorough  cultivation  and  the  application 
of  large  quantities  of  stable  manure.  All  the  feed  except  concentrates 
was  produced  on  the  farm  and  the  herd  would  have  been  increased 
had  he  not  sold  this  property  the  thirej  year  of  his  stay.  He  then  de- 
cided to  locate  near  some  thriving  town  and  take  up  a different  line, 
that  of  retailing  whole  milk.  After  traveling  through  the  South  in 
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search  of  a suitable  location , he  came  home  and  decided  that  the  Eas- 
tern Shore  of  Maryland  was  the  “garden  spot”  and  purchased  of  Mr. 
H.  A.  Roe  his  farm  one-half  mile  west  of  Denton  and  removed  to  this 
place  at  the  end  of  the  year,  1911.  Mr.  Roe  having  built  and  equipped 
an  up-to-date  dairy  barn  two  years  previous  to  selling  Mr.  Booth 
this  farm,  there  was  little  to  do  to  accommodate  the  herd,  and  the  two 
large  silos  were  filled  in  the  fall  so  that  there  was  an  abundance  of 
feed  for  the  winter.  The  place  is  now  very  appropriately'  called 
“Sunnyside  Dairy  Farm”  and  is  rapidly  being  made  an  ideal  home. 
It  is  considered  the  best  location  in  the  county  for  this  business,  and 
in  a few  years  will  likely  be  one  of  the  best  equipped  dairies  in  the 
state. 

The  people  of  our  county  seat  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
such  a dairy  from  which  to  get  their  milk  supply,  and  should  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  up-to-date  methods  and  equippment  in  the 
production  of  clean,  wholesome  milk  from  well  bred  and  well  fed  cows. 

Having  practical  experience  with  silcs,  cream  separators,  gaso- 
line engines  and  other  farm  and  dairy  equipment,  and  also  having  a 
special  enthusiasm  in  the  operation  of  the  same,  Mr.  Booth  has  been 
selected  by  the  De  Laval  Separator  Co.  to  represent  them  in  this  coun- 
ty in  the  sale  and  installation  of  their  machines,  without  which  no 
dairy  is  complete.  Mr.  Booth  also  represents  the  Philadelphia  silo 
which  is  very  popular  and  probably  more  used  than  any  other  in  the 
county.  Several  makes  of  gasoline  engines  are  handled^  and  in  fact 
anything  in  the  line  of  dairy  farm  equipment.  . . ' 

Being  located  so  near  corn  and  pea  canneries  these  crops  will  now 
be  grown,  and  the  caps,  cobs  and  pea  vines  will  be  siloed. . White  po- 
tatoes is  a profitable  crop  at  “Sunnyside”  farm  and  enough  are  grown 
to  load  a car  at  the  siding  near  the  place.  This  crop  as  well  as  peas 
is  followed  by  some  other  the  'same  year  and  used  for  feed  for  the 
dairy  herd. 

Pasturing  is  not  practiced  as  a rule,  but  the  cows  are  fed  from 
the  silos  and  kept  in  the  stable  most  of  the  time.  The  marked  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  Mr.  Booth’s  efforts  is  due  to  practical  busi- 
ness methods  and  close  application  to  his  work. 
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Gilbert  Hagadone,  Real  Estate  Broker. 

In  the  Simons  Office  Building  are  the  real  estate  offices  of  Mr. 
Gilbert  Hagadone.  For  the  past  three  years  Mr.  Hagadone  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  this  line,  and  has  done  much  to  make  the  advan- 
tages and  resources  of  this  vicinity  known  abroad. 

He  has  been  connected  with  the  business  development  of  Ridgely, 
more  or  less  intimately,  since  his  early  manhood.  Coming  to  the 
county  at  the  age  of  fourteen , he  was  raised  on  the  farm  of  his  father, 
the  late  Peter  Hagadone,  and  entered  the  general  store  of  the  late 
Judge  John  A.  Sigler  as  a clerk.  Afterward,  in  association  with  Mr. 
James  H.  Smith,  he  purchased  the  store,  and  they  conducted  it  for  a 
year.  Mr.  Hagadone  then  retired  from  the  partnership,  and  opened 
a mercantile  establishment  by  himself,  continuing  its  management  for 
three  years. 

Under  the  administration  of  the  late  Governor  Lowndes  Mr.  Hag- 
adone was  steward  of  the  House  of  Correction , a large  penal  institu- 
tion in  Anne  Arundel  county,  for  nearly  three  years. 

Upon  the  death  in  1901,  of  James  Swann,  Mr.  Hagadone  went  to 
Denton  and  took  charge  of  the  fire  insurance  business  of  Mr.  Swann, 
who  for  many  years  had  been  the  representative  in  this  territory'  of 
the  chief  companies  in  the  fire  insurance  field  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hagadone  for  several  years  devoted  himself  to  this  work, 
and  then  disposed  of  his  business,  and  opened  real  estate  offices  at 
Ridgely.  He  is  one-of'the  best  known  men  of  the  community,  relia- 
ble in  judgment  and  scrupulous  in  financial  transactions.  He  is  mar- 
ried and  makes  his  home  in  Denton  with  his  family.  Mrs.  Hagadone 
was  formerly  Miss  Zora  Swann,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Swann,  a 
substantial  farmer  near  Ridgely.  She  is  a niece  of  the  late  James 
Swann,  (mentioned  oir  page  6 as  our  first  school  teacher).'  They 
have  one  daughter,  Miss  Helen.  Mr.  Peter  Hagadone,  until  his 
death  in  April  of  this  year,  was  a prominent  citizen  of  this  community. 
He  removed  here  in  1880  from  Genesee  county,  New  York,  and  bought 
a part  of  the  Williams  farm,  110  acres,  on  the  Hillsboro  road,  where 
lor  thirty  years  he  was  enterprising  crd  successful  in  his  farming 
operations.  He  was  twice  elected  County  Commissioner.  He  took 
up  his  residence  in  Ridgely  three  years  ago,  purchasing  the  T.  W. 
Smith  property'  on  Central  avenue.  He  is  survived  by  a widow,  for- 
merly Miss  Post,  of  New  York,  and  one  daughter,  Miss  Hattie  Haga- 
done, in  addition  to  his  son. 
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On  the  ground  floor  of  the  Simons  Office  Building,  on  First  street, 
shown  above,  is  the  tonsorial  parlor  of  Mr.  Roger  Ringgold.  This 
establishment  is  fully  equipped  with  all  the  comforts  and  accessories 
of  the  trade.  Three  chairs  are  operated,  and  Mr.  Ringgold  is  noted 
for  the  care  and  thoroughness  of  his  work,  and  his  assistants  are  ar- 
tists in  their  line.  Shampooing,  massaging,  hair-cutting,  and  all  the 
expert  manipulations  are  specialized  in  here,  and  in  no  way  could  the 
service  be  improved  upon  in  the  best  regulated  “city  shop.’’ 
Mr.  Ringgold  occupies  the  northern  half  of  the  first  floor  of  the  build- 
ing, within  a short  distance  of  the  postoffice  and  in  the  business  sec- 
tion of  the  town.  Running  water,  electric  lights,  and  scrupulous 
regard  to  sanitary  requirements  are  features  of  his  establishment. 

Mr.  Ringgold  has  been  at  the  head  of  his  own  shop  for  seven 


Real  Estate  Office  and  Barber  Shop. 

years,  learning  rhe  art  in  his  early  youth.  He  finished  his  appren- 
ticeship under  the  best  masters  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  has 
been  located  in  the  Simons  Building  since  1908.  His  father  and 
mother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiliiam  H.  Ringgold,  reside  in  Ridgely. 
The  elder  Ringgold  was  formerly  a farmer  near  Hillsboro,  and  the 
son  was  born  in  that  section  of  the  county.  He  married  Miss  Helen 
Madara,  formerly  of  near  Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  young  men  in  Ridgely,  strictly  attentive  to  his  business, 
and  of  attractive  personality. 
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A Summary  and  a Prospect. 

Slogan  of  the  Ridgely  Board  of  Trade: 
“Everybody  For  Ridgely — Ridgely  For  Everybody." 

This  expresses  the  helpful,  co-operative  spirit  which  has  done  so 
much  in  the  past  few  years  toward  the  upbuilding  of  this  thriving, 
progressive  little  city;  and  to  concentrate  effort  and  produce  results*, 
an  association  was  formed  by  a number  of  our  leading  men,  last  year 
for  commercial  progress  and  civic  betterment. 

This  association — the  Board  of  Trade — is  organized  on  the, broad- 
est and  most  useful  lines,  and  now  has  a considerable  membership. 

Its  officers  are; 

PRESIDENT— JOHN  M.  SWING. ' v 

VICE-PRESIDENT— JOHN  D.  DAVIS. 

SECRETARY— ALBERT  G.  SAULSBURY. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY— MILTON  C.  SMITH.  j y*- 

TREASURER— JOSEPH  W.  GIBSON. 

There  is  a board  of  directors  of  eleven,  and  the  objects  of  the  as- 
sociation are  set  out  as  follows: 

Fostering  the  commercial,  industrial,  social  and  moral  interests  of 
the  community. 

Adding  to  the  comforts  of  Ridgely  as  a place  of  residence.  ■ 
Vigorously  endeavoring  to  secure  the  location  and  initiation  here 
of  enterprises  that  will  enhance  the  volume  of  commerce  and  the 
general  welfare. 

Encouraging  any  improvements  that  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
practicable. 

, Much  of  the  work  of  the  association  is  divided  between  four-  com- 
mittees, and  the  functions  of  these  are  thus  given: 

Committee  on  Hospitality — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  on  Hospitality  to  meet  and  extend  a cordial  greet- 
ing to  all  visitors  to  the  town,  to  show  them  its  advantages, 
and  as  far  as  possible  attract  them  to  come  into  our  midst 
with  a view  to  establishing  their  homes  and  business  relations 
among  us. 

Committee  on  Publicity — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publicity  to  prepare  data  concerning  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  town  and  county,  and  when  authorized  ,by 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  publish  the  same  by  means  of 
pamphlets  and  newspaper  or  magazine  advertisements;  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  newspapers  both  at  home  and  abroad 
and  from  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  offers,  furnish  mate- 
rial for  publication  as  news. 
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BIRDS  EYE  VIEW  OF  R1DGELY. 

Committee  on  Municipality — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
Commerce  to  aid  the  Town  Commissioners  of  this  town  in  . 
their  administration  of  its  affairs,  looking  especially  to  the 
maintenance  of  order,  obedience  to  law,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  its  streets  and  side-walks.  It  shall  encourage  private 
citizens  in  the  improvement  and  ornamental  ion  of  their  re- 
spective properties,  and  in  general,  do  anything  which  shall 
add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  town  as  a place  of  iesidence. 
Ladies  shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  this  committee. 

Committee  on  Manufactures — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufacturers  to  attract  into  our  midst  manu- 
facturing interests  which  might  be  encouraged  to  establish 
themselves  here,  to  assist  in  securing  suitable  sites  for  the 
same  and  cheap  motive  power  for  their  use,  aiming  to  profi- 
tably utilize  our  raw  material  now  needing  a home  market. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  when  so  desired, 
to  assist,  if  necessary,  in  securing  labor  for  new  enterprises. 

The  Board  of  Trade  has  in  the  past  year,  been  doing  much  prelim- 
inary work  toward  effective  organization,  and  it  has  furnished  this 
pictorial  review  of  Ridgely  wuth  these  salient  facts  as  to  business  activ- 
ities and  residential  advantages  of  the  community: 

Twenty-two  hundred  men,  women  and  children  are  employed  by 
our  manufacturing  plants,  and  more  than  twice  that  number  in  ad- 
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ditioh,  carried  on  the  payrolls  in  the  busiest  seasons. 

A thousand  carloads  of  manufactured  products  are  shipped  annu- 
ally out  of  Ridgely. 

Five  hundred  carloads  of  berries  and  other  fruits  are  shipped  an- 
nually to  city  markets. 

Eleven  hundred  solid  cars  of  inbound  freight  are  received  here 
annually. 

Four  passenger  and  four  freight  trains  stop  daily  at  the  depot  on 
the  Delaware  & Chesapeake  Railway,  which  is  a part  of  the  great 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  system. 

Long  distance  and  local  telephone  exchange. 

Postal  telegraph. 

Electric  lights. 

Ten  miles  of  concrete  pavements. 

Water  works. 

Fire  department. 

High,  grammar  and  primary  schools. 

Six  churches. 

Mercantile  establishments,  numbering  twenty-five,  and  covering 
every  branch  of  trade. 

The  Bank  of  Ridgely. 

The  Caroline  Sun.  Weekly  newspaper  and  job  printing  office. 

Hotels  and  liveries. 

Creamery.  (Page  67). 

Lumber  yards. 

Bakery! 

Artificial  ice  plant. 

Amusement  halls  and  enterprises. 

Secret  and  beneficial  orders. 

Ridgely  presents  many  fine  opportunities  for  the  investment  of 
capital  and  the  employment  of  labor.  Most  of  our  residents  own  their 
homes.  Rents  are  moderate.  Living  conditions  are  of  the  most 
desirable. 

In  the  preceding  pages  of  this  book,  much  information  is  given  as 
to' local  enterprises.  The  Armour  preserving  factory  is  notable  among 
,"r  them.  When  this  famous  corporation  looked  over  the  country  for  a 
— site  for  this  branch  of  its  mammoth  business,  the  requirement  was 
, that  it  mu$t  be  located  in  the  region  of  the  most  reliable  yields,  in 
quality  and  quantity,  of  the  fruits  that  were  to  be  used.  Searehingiu- 
■ vestigation  throughout  the  East  and  South  proved  that  Ridgely  was 
.the  one  place  for  this  industry.  This  plant  will  take  two  million 
. quarts  of  strawberries  this  season.  In  addition  to  the  product  of  our 
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berry  fields  that  will  be  sold  to  the  Armours,  it  is  expected  that  the 
season,  now  beginning,  will  see  shipments  of  another  two  million 
quarts  to  the  Northern  markets  from  this  section  of  Caroline  county. 

Ridgely  canneries  this  year  will  put  up  enormous  packs  of  peas, 
sugar,  corn  and  tomatoes.  The  acreage  with  a radius  of  five  miles  of 
the  town  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  1,000  to  1,200  acres  of  sugar 
corn,'  and  2,000  acres  of  tomatoes.  Seed  peas  planted  this  spring  in  the 
same  territory  aggregated  about  2,500  bushels. 

” Great  strides  have  been  made  recently  in  the  egg  and  poultry 
business.  The  number  of  the  Ridgely  plants  devoted  to  this  is  in- 
creasing. That  of  Holsinger.  & Son,  established  1912,  has  a hatching 
capacity  of  17,000  eggs  with  the  incubators  now  in  operation.  The 
Candee  System  is  used  by  the  Messrs.  Holsinger  & Son  and  White 
Leghorns  are  bred  exclusively.  Their  plant  covers  sixteen  acres. 

In  dairying,  the  advance  lately  has  been  notable.  The  new  dairy 
barn  of  the  Saulsbury  Brothers  is  without  doubt  the  finest  in  Mary- 
land. Cows  are  milked  by  machinery,  and  all  the  latest  improvements 
for  handling  milk  and  cream  have  been  installed.  Only  Guernsey 
cattle  are  kept. 

By  rail  Ridgely  is  within  three  hours  of  Philadelphia,  and  five 
hours  of  New  York.  Baltimore  can  be  reached  on  the  Pennsylvania 


SELLING  STRAWBERRIES  AT  THE  RIDGELY  EXCHANGE. 
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lines  in  about  three  hours,  also.  From  Downes  station,  on  the  Mary- 
land, Delaware  & Virginia  Railway,  one  and  a-half  miles  from  Ridge- 
ly,. another  rail  and  boat  line  gives  access  to  Baltimore,  on  direct  route. 

The  market  advantages  of  Ridgely  can  be  easily  seen  from  the 
descriptions  of  the  “exchange”  of  the  Ridgely  Fruit  Growers’  Associ- 
ation given  elsewhere  in  this  book,  and  the  convenient  shipping  routes 
to  the  great  cities  of  the  North  and  West.  These  are  of  especial  inter- 
est to  the  farmer.  To  the  manufacturer  the  resources  of  Ridgely — 
sites,  labor,  material,  transportation — make  a strong  appeal. 


This  illustration  shows  seven  Superior  Drills,  forty-nine  horses  and  mules  sewing 
peas  on  one  of  Saulsbury’s  farms  near  Ridgely.  The  firm  has  twenty-eight  of  t?iese 
drills  now  in  operation.  The  drills  are  sold  in  this  territory  by  Mr.  L.  J.  Knotts. 

The  finest  farming  land  in  the  State  lies  in  this  region,  and  sells 
at  reasonable  prices,  considering  its  great  value  agriculturally,  and  on 
• easy  terms.  . . 

r " The  water  works  system  of  Ridgely,  constructed  a few  years  ago, 
tat.a  cost  of  $18^00,  has  a 65,000  gallon  tank,  and  the  supply  is  pure. 
' A town  sewerage  system  is  to  be  constructed  this  year,  with  a 
sewerage  disposal  plant,  at  a cost  of ,$20,000. 

The  fire  department  is  well  equipped  with  a power  house  and 
pumping  station. 

Ridgely  churches  include  several  denominations — Methodist 
Episcopal,  German  Reformed,  Roman  Catholic,  Baptist,  German  Bap- 
tist Brethren  and  Progressive  Brehren. 
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THE  RIDGELY  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Public  schools  are  excellent.  The  new  Agricultural  High  School, 
under  the  Maryland  public  education  acts,  to  cost  $20,000,  will-  be 
erected  this  year,  (and  it  is  likely  that  an  experiment  station  of  the 
State  and  federal  governments  will  be  established  in  connection  with 
this  institution).  High  schools  receiving  State  aid  must  conform  to 
certain  standards,  and  Ridgely  adopted  the  agricultural  course  in 
science.  Languages,  mathematics, . and  other  features  of  the  high 
school  curriculum  make  this  equal  to  any  similar  school  in  the  coun- 
try. It  is  the  only  one  in  Caroline  county  with  the  agricultural  coures. 


View  of  the  Poatoffice  and  the  Three  Rural  Route  Agenta. 
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Charles  Lincoln  Herzog',  soil  of  Charles  Herzog,  Esq.,  a promi- 
nent attorney  of  Baltimore  city,  was  born  July  9th,  1885,  in  Baltimore. 
He  was  educated  and  graduated  with  honor  at  the  Marston  University, 
Baltimore.  Mr.  Herzog  is  a ball  player  of  note,  having  participated 
in  two  world  series.'  He  is  now  playing  at  third  base  for  the 
New  York  Gianfs  of  the  National  League,  leaders  at  this  time  in  the  1 
league,  and  winners  last  year  of  the  pennant  in  the  National  League.  I 
Mr.  Herzog  began  his  professional  b.ise  ball  career  in  Ridgely  in  1904, 
when  the  town  won  the  state  amateur  championship.  His  fast,  all- 


Mr.  Herzog’s  Bungalow  at  Alpha  Manor. 


round  work  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Major  Leagues,  and 
after  a successful  season  with  the  York  Club,  of  the  Tri -State  League,  , 
he  was  called  and  signed  with  New  York  Nationals.  In  the  world’s  1 
championship  between  the  Philadelphia  Athletics  and  the  New  York  ; 
Giants  he  made  a great  record,  making  many  sensational  and  bril- 
liant plays.  The  accompanying  illustration  shows  - Mr.  Herzog’s 
beautiful  bungalow,  located  at  “Alpha  Manor,”  near  Ridgely.  This 
Sis  not  only  a pretty  home  from  an  architectural  point  of  view,  but  is  ; 
substantial  and  well  appointed.  Surrounding  it  are  many  hundred 
acres  of  fertile  land.  ’ 

In  June,  1907,  Mr.  Herzog  married  Miss  Mattie  Day,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Day,  of  Ridgely.  They  have  two  inter-  j 
esting  children — Martha  and  Arthur. 

.100 


i 


The  expert  ph6tographer  of  this 
book  was  Mr.  William  T.  Bradley, 
of  Dentpn , who  is  soon  to  have  a 
studio  in  Ridgely.  Mr.  Bradley 
took  scores  of  photographs,  from 
which  the  illustrations  printed  here- 
in were  made,  and  the  artistic  ex- 
cellence of  his  work  speaks  for 
itself. 

Although  one  of  the  youngest 
men  in  Maryland  to  attain  wide- 
spread recognition  in  his  profession, 

Mr.  Bradley /has  been  conducting 
a studio  of  his  own  for  the  past 
seven  years.  He  was  bbrn  in  1887 
at  Dentpn,  his  father  being  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Bradley,  a well-known 
veteran  steamboat  man , now  agent 
at  Denton  of  the  Baltimore,  Chesa- 
peake & Atlantic  Railway  Com- 
pany’s Choptank  River  line.  Be-  WILLIAM  T.  BRADLEY, 
coming  interested  in  photography  in  his  youth,  Mr.  Bradley  seriously 
took  up  its  study,  and  enrolled  as  a pupil  in  the  Eastman  School  of 
Photography  in  Philadelphia.  He  is  a member  of  the  Photographers* 
Association  of  America,  and  a regular  attendant  upon  its  annual 
national  conventions,  and  keeps  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  advances 
made  in  the  art.  His  studio  at  Denton  is  fitted  up  with  the  latest  ap- 
pliances and  accessories,  and  he  is  particularly  deft  and  skillful  in 
“taking”  difficult  subjects.  Throughout  the  Eastern  Shore 
aware,  Mr.  Bradley  has  many  patrons,  and  the  high 
ty  of  his  work  are  admirable. 

Mr.  Bradley  married  Miss  Bertha  Mae  Cheezum,  of 
Springs,  Wicomico  county,  November  26,  1909,  and  they 
West  Denton. 
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The  expert  ph6tographer  of  this 
book  was  Mr.  Wiftiam  T.  Bradley, 
of  Dentpn,  who  is  soon  to  have  a 
studio  in  Ridgely.  Mr.  Bradley 
took  scores  of  photographs,  from 
which  the  illustrations  printed  here- 
in were  made,  and  the  artistic  ex- 
cellence of  his  work  speaks  for 
itself. 

Although  one  of  the  youngest 
men  in  Maryland  to  attain  wide- 
spread recognition  in  his  profession, 

Mr.  Bradley /has  been  conducting 
a studio  of  his  own'  for  the  past 
seven  years.  He  was  born  in  1887 
at  Denton,  his  father  being  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Bradley,  a well-known 
veteran  steamboat  man,  now  agent 
at  Denton  of  the  Baltimore,  Chesa- 
peake & Atlantic  Railway  Com- 
pany’s Choptank  River  line.  Be-  WILLIAM  T.  BRADLEY, 
coming  interested  in  photography  in  his  youth,  Mr.  Bradley  seriously 
took  up  its  study,  and  enrolled  as  a pupil  in  the  Eastman  School  of 
Photography  in  Philadelphia.  He  is  a member  of  the  Photographers’ 
Association  of  America,  and  a regular  attendant  upon  its  annual 
national  conventions,  and  keeps  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  advances 
made  in  the  art.  His  studio  at  Denton  is  fitted  up  with  the  latest  ap- 
pliances and  accessories,  and  he  is  particularly  deft  and  skillful  in 
"taking”  difficult  subjects.  Throughout  the  Eastern  Shore  and  Del- 
aware, Mr.  Bradley  has  many  patrons,  and  the  high  grade  and  fideli- 
ty of  his  work  are  admirable. 

Mr.  Bradley  married  Miss  Bertha  Mae  Cheezum,  of  Maidella 
Springs,  Wicomico  county,  November  26,  1909,  and  they  reside  in 
West  Denton. 
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Mr.  Arthur  J.  Richard,  contrac- 
tor and  builder  of  Ridgely,  was 
born  in  Northumberland  county, 

Pa.,  in  1875.  He,  with  his  parents, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Richard, 
moved  to  Caroline  county  in  1882, 
locating  on  the  ‘ ‘ Betsy  Baynard’  ’ 
farm,  near  Greensboro.  Mr.  Rich- 
ard died  in  1903  at  the  age  of  65 
years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
moved  to  Ridgely  in  January,  1904, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
began  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  ear- 
ly life,  and  the  many  residences 
and  other  buildings  erected  by  him 
in  this  and  adjoining  towns  speak 
for  themselves.  Mr.  Richard  mar- 
ried for  bis  first  wife  Miss  Matilda 
Hoffman , who  departed  this  life  in 
May,  1908.  In  April,  1910,  he 
married  Miss  Eva  N.  Hansen*  of 
Wyoming,  Del., daughter  of  Thos. 

Hansen,  known  throughout  Dela-  ARTHUR  J.  RICHARD, 
ware  as  “Kiefer  pear  king,”  being  the  first  grower  of  the  now  famous 
pear  in  the  Diamond  State. 


Mr.  J.  F.  Shuebrooks  is  a prac- 
tical blacksmith,  wheelwright, 
horse  shoer,  wagon  builder  and 
contractor  for  anything  in  the 
wagon  or  carriage  building  line. 
He  has  had  twenty-three  years’ 
experience  at  the  business,  being 
foreman  of  some  of  the  best  equip- 
ped shops  in  the  state.  His  shop  is 
in  the  rear  of  Holsinger’s  store, 
and  is  equipped  with  a gasoline 
engine,  which  furnishes  power  to 
operate  hand-saw,  drill  press  and 
emory  wheel.  This  is  the  only 
power  blacksmith  shop  in  the  dis- 
trict. Mr.  Sheubrooks  married  Miss 
Ella  Willis,  of  Delaware.  They 
have  four  children. 
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SYLVESTER  SMITH. 

1822 — 1898.  Identified  With  the  Town 
From  its  Earliest  Years. 


W.  K.  NEWNAM. 


W.  K.  Newnam,  of  Goldsboro, 
on  the  D.  & C.  railway,  ten  miles 
above  Ridgely,  handles  a complete 
line  of  sewing  machines,  pianos 
and  organs,  with  all  the  necessary 
repairs  and  accessories.  In  sewing 
machines  he  has  the  Singer,  Stand- 
ard, Paragon,  and  Cleveland,  with 
rotary,  vibrating  or  oscillating 
movements.  These  machines  are 
sold  at  prices  that  range  from  $20 
to  $50,  cash  or  instalments.  The 
Baldwin  line  of  pianos,  including 
the  Hamilton,  Howard,  Ellington, 
and  Valley  Gem,  and  the  celebrated 
Farrand  organ  are  all  giving  ex- 
cellent .satisfaction  to  Mr.  New- 
nam’s  patrons.  He  recently  pur- 
chased an  automobile  to  use  in 
connection  with  his  business,  which 
was  necessary  because  he  gives 
personal  instructions  how  to  oper- 
ate machines  for  all  kinds  of  sew- 
ing, to  each  purchaser.  His  five 
years’  experience  thoroughly  quali- 
fies him  for  this  line  of  work.  Mr. 
Newnam  is  permanently  located  at 
Goldsboro,  and  his  business  is  firmly 
established.  He  has  proved  by  the 
on  or  able  methods  used  during  his 
business  career  that  he  deserves  the 
patronage  of  the  residents  of  this 
community. 
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REV.  GREENBURY  WILLIAM  R1DGELY.  . , . . - . 

1798—1883. 

Rev.  Greenbury  W.  Ridgely,  in  whose  honor  the  town  of  Ridge) yv 
was  named,  was  born  in  Lexington,  Kentucky.  He  graduated. from 
the  Transylvania  University  of  Kentucky,  entered  the  legal  prpfes* 
sion,  and  was  at  one  time  a law  partner  of  Henry  Clay.  Later  he 
abandoned  lawT  for  the  church,  studying  at  the  Theological  depart- 
ment of  Princeton  University.  For  some  years  he  was  at  the  head  of 
a boys’  preparatory  school  in  New  York  city.  In  1858  he  came 
from  New  York  city  to  Caroline  county,  Maryland. 
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HARVEY  L.  COOPER. 

Upon  the  death,  in  1904.  of  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Jones,  of  Ridgelv, 
then  President  of  the  Denton  National  Bank,  the  directors  elected  to 
the  vacancy  Mr.  Harvey  L-  Cooper,  of  Denton,  a lawyer  and  young 
business  man,  who  had  entered  the  directorate  of  that  institution  in 
December,  1901.  Mr.  Cooper  has  been  a very  active  and  important 
factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  present-day  Ridgely,  and  this  section, 
like  other  parts  of  Caroline  County,  has  benefitted  greatly  by  his  busi- 
ness sagacity  and  energy.  He  has  developed  much  valuable  property 
here. 

Mr.  Cooper  is  a son  of  the  late  Thomas  M.  and  Rachel  (Green) 
Cooper,  of  this  county,  and  was  born  Jure  17,  1873,  and  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  St.  John’s  College,  Annapolis,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  June,  1S94,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  under  Hon.  Robert  J.  Jump,  at 
Denton,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Circuit  Court 
line  County  on  October  10,  1S95. 
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He  early  attracted  attention  at  tlie  tar  by  bis  notable  legal  quali- 
ties, and  for  some  years  has  devoted  himself  to  the  business  side  of 
the  law,  and  specialized  in  real  estate.  Many  of  the  land  titles  in 
this  county  have  passed  through  his  office,  and  he  has  been  engaged 
in  numerous  extensive  property  transactions.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  a very  large  landholder,  and  has  had  a conspicuous  share  in  the 
great  development  of  property  values  in  this  county — a development 
which  has  in  the  past  fourteen  years  doubled  the  taxable  basis  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  Cooper,  said  to  have  been  the  youngest  national  bank  president 
in  the  United  States  in  1904,  brought  to  His  official  duties  a tireless 
energy,  great  capacity  for  labor,  keen  foresight  and  reliable  judgment; 
and  his  administration  as  head  of  the  Denton  National  Bank,  with  a 
board  of  director^  containing  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the 
county,  has  been  eminently  successful.  The  cashier,  Mr.  Thomas  C. 
] West,  is  a veteran  in  Maryland  banking.  For  a number  of  years  after 
its  founding,  in  1883,  this  institution  was  the  only  bank  in  the  coun- 
ty. It  stands  seventh  on  the  “National  Bank  Roll  of  Honor”  in  the 
State,  with  a surplus  fund  one-fourth  larger  than  its  capital  stock,  and 
! undivided  profits  exceeding  a fourth  of  the  capital  stofck.  In  June  of 
! last  year,  Mr.  Cooper  was  elected  a director  of  the  Elkton  National 
Bank,  of  Elkton,  Maryland,  which  stands  first  in  the  State  on  this  roll. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Continental  Life 
Insurance  Company,  and  is  its  first  vice-president.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  substantial  and  successful  young  life  insurance  companies  in  the 
United  States,  and  its  record  for  conservative  management  has  been 
widely  commented  upon  by  the  leading  magazines  of  the  country. 

He  is  president  of  the  Law  Building  and  Realty  Company  at  Den- 
! ton,  which  constructed  the  commodious  brick  office  building  opposite 
the  Caroline  County  Court  House — an  enterprise  that  was  among  the 
notable  Eastern  Shore  town  improvements  of  a decade  ago.  In  the 
organization  of  the  Peninsular  Light  & Power  Company,  Mr.  Cooper 
was  active,  and  is  one  of  its  directors. 

Mi.  Cooper  married,  December  15,  1898,  Miss  M.  Maud  Wright, 
a daughter  of  Mr.  A.  R.  Wright,  of  Denton. 
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Among  the  leading  men  of  Caroline  county  whose  activities  and 
forcefulness  have  had  an  influence,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  upon 
the  development  of  Ridgely  and  the  Seventh  district  is  Mr.  Albert  G. 
Towers,  of  Denton,  now  Naval  Officer  of  Customs  for  the  District  of 
Baltimore,  and  President  of  the  Peoples  National  Bank  of  Denton. 
He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Peninsular  Light  & Power  Co., 
which  supplies  Ridgely  with  current;  is  deeply  interested  in  the  agri- 
cultural welfare  of  the  county,  and  owns  a fine  tract  of  land  in  the 
noted  Tuckahoe  Neck  farming  region,  which  is  tributary  to  Ridgely. 
Mr.  Towers  has  been  a staunch  and  useful  friend  of  this  community 
in  its  successful  efforts  at  progress,  and  frequently  serviceable  to  our 
enterprises  and  our  people. 

Admitted  to  the  Caroline  County  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
- on  October  8th,  1894,  Mr.  Towers — who  had  teen  educated  at  the 
Caroline  High  School  and  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College,  and  had 
read  law  under  Hon.  Robert  J.  Jump,  formerly  Comptroller  of  Mary- 
land— applied  himself  with  industry  and  exceptional  talent  to  practice. 
In  the  seventeen  years  .that  have  followed,  he  has  taken  high  rank  as 
a sound  legal  adviser  and  able  advocate  in  the  courts  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  and  his  reputation  as  a trial  lawyer  is  widespread. 

Five  years  after  his  admission,  he  was  nominated  for  State’s 
Attorney  of  Caroline  County  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  elected 
November,  1899,  making  a most  creditable  record  in  that-office.  So 
excellent  was  his  standing  in  his  profession  that  in  1907  he  was  nom- 
inated by  his  party  for  Associate  Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit 
of  Maryland,  embracing  the  counties  of  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne’s 
Caroline  and  Talbot.  Nominated  as  one  of  the  two  electors- at-large 
on  the  Presidential  ticket  in  Maryland  in  1908,  Mr.  Towers  and  his 
associate,  Mr.  John  A.  Robinson,  of  Harford,  carried  the  State,  the 
six  district  electors  being  Democrats.  July  1,  1910,  Mr.  Towers  as- 
sumed the  post  of  Naval  Officer,  one  of  the  chief  federal  appointments 
in  the  State,  having  been  nominated  to  the  United  States  Senate  by 
President  Taft.  He  was  named  one  of  the  Maryland  delegates  to  the 
Chicago  National  Convention  by.  the  recent  Republican  State  conven- 
tion. Mr.  Towers  was  elected  a director  of  the  Peoples  National 
Bank  of  Denton  in  January,  1905,  and  five  years  later  was  elected 
president  of  that  institution.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Bernard,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Bernard,  of  Greensboro. 
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JOSEPH  H.  CARROLL. 


Mr.  -Joseph.  H.  Carroll,  Connty  Treasurer  of  Caroline  County, 
and  a progressive  and  successful  farmer  two-miles  from  Ridgely,  has 
spent  much  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  T.Uckahoe  Neck,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  most  serviceable  citizens  of  that  region  in  the  era 
of  development  described  in  this  publication. 

Mr.  Carroll  wras  born  on  a farm  in  the  lower  part  of  Tuckahoe 
Neck  January  15,  1858. 

In  his  bovh'ood  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  for  a few 
years  afterward  was  a teacher. 

He  also  clerked  in  a country  store,  in  a railroad  office,  and  for  a 
time  was  in  the  commission  business,  spending  altogether  about 
fifteen  years  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  in  business 
avocations.  - . 

He  makes  his  residence  on  a farm  on  the  Hillsboro-Denton  road, 
which  has  been  in  his  family  nearly  a hundred  years. 

In  1909  he  was  elected  by  the  people  to  the  post  of  County 
Treasurer,  for  a term  of  four  years. 
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FRONT  VIEW  OF  THE  GREAT  ARMOUR  PLANT  AT  RIDGELY. 


Since  this  plate  was  made,  two  years  ago,  many  improvements  have 
been  made  to  the  mammoth  enterprise,  which  is  said  to  be  the  largest 
of  kind  in  the  world.  The  concern  employs  1,000  people  during  the 
strawberry  season.  The  company  has  contracted  for  several  hun- 
dred acres  of  cherries,  gooseberries  and  blackberries  in  this  section. 
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HARRY  T.  MOORE 

TUCKAHOE,  MARYLAND. 

Dealer  in 

Grain,  Coal, 

LIME,  FRUITS,  Etc. 


See  me  first  before  you  sell  your  grain.  It 
will  be  to  your  advantage. 


Mi 
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J.  VIRGIL  MOORE 

Funeral  Director,  Denton,  Md. 

Equipped  by  study  and  experience  for  the  intimate 
work  of  funeral  director,  with  a personality  peculiarly  suit- 
ed to  its  tasks,  tactfulness  and  executive  talent,  Mr.  J. 
Virgil  Moore  is  widely  known  in  this  territory.  His  office 
is  at  Denton,  where  for  two  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Cooper  & Moore,  the  senior  partner  having  been  the 
late  James  T.  Cooper,  for  twenty  yeais  engaged  in  this  line. 
Mr.  Cooper  died  last  November,  and  Mr.  Moore  then  took 
the  entire  business  of  the  firm.  Born  at  Burrsville,  in  this 
county,  thirty  years  ago,  Mr.  Moore  is  a son  of  Mr.  Isaac 
J.  Moore,  one  of  our  leading  citizens.  His  professional 
training  was  received  at  the  Eckels  College  of  Embalming, 
Philadelphia,. and  under  the  preceptorship  of  Mr.  Cooper, 
Mr.  Moore’s  establishment  at  Denton  carries  a large  line  of 
funeral  supplies,  and  he  uses  all  modern  accessories  in  the 
various  stages  of  his  work  to  the  final  details  of  burying. 
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Paper  Hanger 

and  Decorator 

All  the  Latest  Designs  and  Samples  of 
Wall  Paper.  Have  Your  HOME 
Papered  in  the  Latest  Style.  First= 
Class  Work  Guaranteed  and  Orders 
Promptly  Filled.  Prices  Reasonable. 
Telephone  Connections  : : : 


J.  W.  BOOKER, 

RIDGELY,  : : MARYLAND. 


SMITH  & CO. 

Ridgely,  Md. 


|p  Dealers  in 

§ General  Merchandise 

Dry  Goods,  Notions  and  Shoes,  Crex 

#Rugs,  Mattings  and  OiI=Cloths.  /t\ 

GROCERIES  AND  PROVISIONS  W 

Country  Produce  of  all  Kinds  taken  in  W 
Exchange.  All  Orders  Promptly  Delivered. 

^ TELEPHONE  NO.  25. 


0MM9M«S6M1(MLN 
| Calvin  D.  Lynch 

^ DEALER  IX 

0 Fertilizer,  Seed  and  Machinery 

Fertilizer  Mixed  of  Highest  Qualities  at  the 
HH  Lowest  Prices.  Shipped  to  all  points  in  any 
Quanity.  Terms  to  Suit  the  Purchaser  : : 

Seeds  are  of  the  Highest  Type  and  Purest 
IIP  Quality,  all  of  which  are  tested  and  guaranteed 
||||  98  per  cent.  The  Machines  Handled  are  made 
by  the  International  Harvester  Company,  who 
need  no  recommendation  : : : : 

Your  Patronage  Solicited 


m 


® FIRST  CLASS  • 

® MEAT  MARKET® 
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. Fresh  and  Salt  Meats,  Canned  Goods  and 
Groceries.  Beef,  Pork,  Mutton,  Sausage  and 
Vegetables  in  season  (Country  Grown),  Home 
Dressed  Beef  a speciality. 

Everything  clean  and  sanitary.  Polite  service. 

Your  desire  for  good  meats,  can  best  be  sup- 
plied by  DEALING  AT  MEREDITH’S  MEAT 
MARKET,  a fact  that  is  proven  by  a successful 
business  at  the  same  stand  for  the  last  five  years. 

ORDERS  PROMPTLY  FILLED 

H.  H.  MEREDITH, 

R idg ely,  Maryland. 


Si  H.  S.  JONES 

® Exterior  and  Interior 

Decorator  and  Grainer. 

Mr.  Jones  Has  Lived  in  Ridgely  Since  1901 
and  During  That  Time  He  Has  Painted 
Some  of  the  Finest 

Homes  and  Business  Places 

in  the  Town  and  Community  : : : : 

HIS  WORK  IS  HIS  BEST  REFERENCE. 
Estimates  Furnished  on 

Contract  or  Day  Work. 


© 
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Ice  Cream  Parlors 

CONFECTIONARY,  SOFT  DRINKS 

SODA  WATER 

LOWNEY’S  HIGH  GRADE  CHOCOLATES 
Mason’s  Ice  Cream  Used  Exclusively. 
Special  Parlor  Reserved  For  LADIES 

BOOKS  MAGAZINES 

and  NEWSPAPERS 

CIGARS  TOBACCO. 


© 

© 


Harry  C.  Swann, 

Ridgely,  Maryland. 


DR.  G.  K.  EBLING,v.s.  gg 

Registered  Veterinary  Surgeon. 


Castrator,  Castrating  and  Speying  a Specialty.  Plain 
Stallions  and  Colts  Castrated  standing.  (Without  Ham- 
pering with  ropes  and  straining' every  nerve  and  muscle.) 
By  the  most  humane  and  approved  up-to-date  method. 
Ridgeling  Horses  Castrated  safely. 

MORE  THAN  25  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 

Bitches  Speyed, Rupture,  Water  Seed  or  Tumpron  Cord 
cured.  Special  attention  given  to  Horse’s  Teeth.  I am. 
prepared  to  extract,  cut-off  and  dress-up  Old  Horse’s 
Teeth  in  the  very  best  maimer.  Many  horses  are  thrift- 
less and  poovsimply  on  account  of  bad  teeth.  Also  Ex- 
pert in  difficult  delivery  of  mares  and  cows.  The  sub- 
ject of  above  moved-tb  Caroline  county;  Md. . January  9, 
1888,  and  bought  a tract  of  land  or  space  surrounded  by 
woods,  that  the  neighbors  said  had  no  bottom,  he  soon 
found  out  it  had  no  top  and  so  went  to  work  to  improve 
the  top  by  sowing  scarlet  clover,  using  lime  and  studying 
the  question  of  Commercial  Fertilizers,  the  analysis  of 
fertilizers  for  the  different  crops,  &c.  &c. 


To-day,  after  raising  a family  of  seven  boys  and  two 
girls  to  the  ages  of  from  24  down  to  seven  7 years  old; 
also  built  a house,  barn  and  all  necessary  outbuildings 
for  farm,  and  so  improved  condition  and  fertility  of  land 
as  to  rank  equal  in  producing  crops  to  any  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Also  has  increased  his  professional  practice 
from  the  local  neighborhood  until  it  now  covers  Caroline, 
Talbot,  Queen  Anne,  counties, Md. , and  Kent  and  Sussex 
counties, Del. , at  first  using  one  horse  then  two,  three  and 
four.  Now  using  automobile  and  two  horses  in  his 
Regular  Practice.  And  is  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
citizens  of  our  section. 
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HOW  TO  GROW 
AND  MARKET 

FRUIT 


B$ 

B$ 

BS 
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THE  BOOK  that  tells  “how”  and  “why.” 
It  is  brand  new  and  thoroughly  up=to= 
date.  Nearly  150  pages,  24  pages  of  pic= 
tures.  With  an  order  for  $5.00  worth  of 
trees  or  plants,  this  book  is  free.  The  price 
otherwise  is  50c— rebated  on  first  $5.00 
order. 

1913  Cata!og==Free. 

The  BIGGEST  and  BEST  we  have  ever 
issued.  It’s  full  of  fine  color  plates  and 
information  to  fruit  growers.  Edition  is 
limited.  SEND  NOW  FOR  COPY. 

Valuable  Farms  For  Sale. 


HARRISON’S  NURSERIES, 

J.  G.  HARRISON  & SONS,  Proprietors,  k\/^ 
Berlin,  Maryland. 
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I Would  Like  to  Call 

The  Public’s  Attention 

To  the 

GREASELESS  COLD  CREAM, 

LIQUID  TOILET  SOAP  and  CORN 

PLASTERS  That  I am  Making. 

They  are  made  from  the  Purest  and  Finest  Drugs 
Obtainable.  Samples  will  be  sent  for  a (2  Cent  Stamp.) 

I am  also  Agent  for  what  I consider  the  best  and 
Cheapest  Lighting  System  on  the  market  for  both  Home 
and  Business  Places. 

Any  of  the  above  sold  on  the  “money  back  plan”  if 
not  Satisfactory.  - ' Call  or  Write, 


GEORGE  B.  STEWART, 


Hillsboro,  Md. 
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E.  E.  PENDLETON 

SUCCESSOR  TO 

W.  H SADLER 

Dealer  In 

GENERAL  MERCHANDISE- 

: : Ridgely,  Md. 


DR.  DAVID  BARTON,  v. s. 

Tuckahoe,  Md. 

All  Diseases  of  the  Horse,  Cow  and  Other 
Live  Stock  Successfully  Treated. 


SPECIAL  ATTENTION  given  to  Horse’s  Teeth  which 
often  get  too  long  or  loose  and  need  dressing  or  extracting. 

WHEN  A HORSE  gets  thin  and  doesn’t  eat  well  it  is 
a good  sign  his  teeth  need  treatment. 

I AM  prepared  to  extract,  cut-off  and  dress  old  and  young 
horse’s  teeth  so  they  will  eat  their  food  properly.  NO  HORSE 
CAN  THRIVE  WITHOUT  HIS  P'OOD  IS  PROPERLY 
EATEN  AND  DIGESTED. 

Fistulas,  Polevils,  Spavins,  Ringbones  and  Curbs  a Specialty. 

EXPERT  in  difficult  delivery  of  mares  and . cows.  Long 
Experience.  Best  Reference.  Telephone  Connections. 


KRANZ  HOTEL 

TONSORIAL  PARLOR 

S.  EARLE  HAMMOND,  ‘Prop. 


Everything  Strictly  Sanitary. 

Shampooing  and  Face  Massaging  a Specialty. 
T^azors  Honed.  Work  Guaranteed. 

Call  and  Give  Me  a Trial. 

You  Will  Be  CONVINCED. 

Kranz  Hotel , Opposite  R.  R.  Station 

T^idgely,  ^Maryland. 
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J.  H.  Smith 

Grows  and  Sells 
Strawberry  and  Small  Fruit 
Plants. 


Dealer  in  All  Kinds  of  FARM  SEEDS 


Proprietor  of  the  9 

Ridgely  Apiarist  9 

Pure  Extracted  Honey  a Specialty.  ® 


J.  Coursey  Hemmons, 

Proprietor. 


RIDQELY’S  POOL  & BOWLING  PARLORS 


HEADLEY’S  and  HERSHEY’S  HIGH  GRADE  l|| 
CHOCOLATES  1 


CIGARS  FRUITS  TOBACCO 

All  the  Leading  Brands  of 

CIGARS  and  CIGARETTES. 


